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up the industry and imposing upon it ex-
tra weight and costs which it cannot
afford to bear.

Mr. H. D. Evans: It might take away
political considerations in price fixing.

Mr. NALDER: A little further on in the
Bill we come to another proposal whereby
the Minister is given complete control. As
I see it, we are taking away from the
authority the power it should have. On
that basis, I support the amendment.

Mr. McPHARLIN: This matter was de-
bated when the Bill was previously before
the Chamber. Reference was made to the
constitution of the dairy industry Prices
tribunal. One objection raised at that
time was that the third member of the
tribunal would be "a Person appointed by
the Minister who shall represent consum-
ers of milk and dairy produce". There is
no knowing who that will be. It could be
anybody the Minister desired to have ap-
pointed, and perhaps some of the people
who have been mentioned would not be
acceptable.

Suhclause (4) of clause 52 of the Bill,
which relates to the power of the tribunal
to make recommendations to the authority,
reads-

Where the Tribunal has made a
recommendation undei this section.
the Tribunal shall forward it as soon
as practicable thereafter to the
Authority.

Subolause (5) of that clause reads-
The Authority may, after consider-

ing the recommendation of the Tri-
bunal, approve or reject the recom-
mendation.

Why have the tribunal when the authority
is given power to approve or reject a
recommendation made by It? I think the
tribunal is unnecessary and I support the
amendment moved by the member for
Wellington.

Mr. BLAHCIE: I also support the amend-
ment. Along with other speakers to a
previous amendment, I spoke against the
appointment of a dairy industry prices
tribunal, and the comments I make now
will be similar to those I made then.

This Is; a Bill to establish an authority
giving producers representation for the
purpose of making decisions on the activi-
ties within their industry. While pro-
ducers will not have total voting rights
on the authority, they will have a definite
role to play on policy-making. The Minis-
ter and many other members have said
how important their role will be; that, in
fact, they will be able to make decisions
regarding their own industry. They will,
of course, be able to make a decision on
prices.

No sooner have we agreed on one prin-
ciple than another is written into the Bill
to take away some of the powers of the

authority we are now attempting to estab-
lith. It Is quite right that members ob-
ject-and I certainly object-to the estab-
lishment of a tribunal, I take exception
to the Government taking unto itself the
sole right to appoint members to this com-
mittee. Those engaged in the industry
object to the Government having a sole
right to appoint members to this commit-
tee, because no-one but the Minister knows
who those members will be. The Govern-
ment could appoint people who are totally
divorced from the industry and who have
no consideration for it whatsoever.

We are now debating the deletion of the
definition of the word "Tribunal". The
functions of the committee of the dairy
authority are quite clear and specific,
being set out In clause 22 (2) on page 20
of the Bill, and it is intended that the
authority shall make these deliberations.

Of course, built into another clause of
the Bill is the terminology-as the Leader
of the Country Party so rightly said when
reading from the Act-that the authority
may approve or reject a recommendation
made by the tribunal. Thus, if the author-
ity agrees to a price rise, I fail to see bow
it can mt-ke that decision unless the tri-
bunal has recommended accordingly. If
the tribunal recomm ends to the authority
that a price rise is not justified, on what
grounds can the authority approve a rise
in the prices of dairy products?

The Point raised by the member for Wel-
lington is quite valid. I know those en-
gaged in the industry do not want any
mention of a tribunal in this Bill, and I
believe the Government should, once again,
take some notice of the representatiqns
we are making. I support the amendment
moved by the member for Wellington.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to

sit again, on motion by Mr. Moiler.
House adjourned at 11.06 p.m.

Tr egolztur (ihun11ii
Wednesday, the 15th August, 1973

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (7): ON NOTICE.
1. CORAL BAY HOLIDAY

RESORT
Finance

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the Leader
of the House:

What is the present financial posi-
tion regarding the Coral Bay holi-
day resort?
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The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
The project is under Receiver and
Managership. The current debt
owed under Government guarantee
and Government advances is
$187,566.
Total liability to unsecured credi-
tors has not yet been determined
by the Receiver and Manager.

PEEL INLET

Sand Bar

The H-on. N. McNEUL, to the Leader
of the House:
(1) When was research and investiga-

tional work first commenced on
the existence of the sand bar at
the mouth of the Peel Inlet at
Mandurab?

(2) What has been the nature of the
research, and what technical aids
have been used in order to resolve
the problems associated with the
formation of the bar?

(3) What were the objectives of the
groyne construction and associated
work, and is It considered that
these works have been successful
in maintaining a navigable water
way for small craft?

(4) if not, what further work, if any,
is contemplated?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) Prior to 1896 when the first train-

ing wall was constructed.
(2) A study of the geographical and

geological conditions at the Man-
durab estuary mouth was made
in 1951-52 (Mr. E. T. IKempin).
Theoretical studies of the ocean
waves at Maridurali were presented
in 1983 (Dr. R. Silvester). A
hydraulic model study of the
effects of entrance training works
at Mandurah was carried out at
the Public Works Department
Engineering Research Station dur-
ing 1963-64.

(3) The prime objective of the train-
ing wall construction was to pre-
vent complete closure of the bar
and ensure tidal interchange of
water through the inlet. This has
been achieved.

(4) improvements to the natural
depth of water over the bar could
be achieved by the dredging of
80,DO0-100,O00 cubic yards of sand
per year on a continuing basis,
probably In conjunction with an
extension of the east training wall.
This expenditure on capital and
maintenance works Is not war-
ranted at present.

3. PORNOGRAPHIC LrrERATUHE

"Ribald"s Magazine
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Chief Secretary:
(1) Has the Minister sighted an

article titled "How to Die With
a Smile on Your Pace" in the May
edition of Ribald magazine which
is sold over the counter of news-
agents?

(2) Does he realise that this article
could not be read to mature Mem-
bers of Parliament under Standing
Orders because of its pornographic
content?

(3) Is the Government preparing
legislation which will prohibit the
sale of literature such as described
in the May edition of Ribald?

(4) Is there any law which prohibits
an adult from showing such liter-
ature to a minor?

The H-on. R. H. C. STUEBS replied:
(1) yes.
(2) I am not aware of anything in

Standing Orders that would pre-
vent it being read.

(3) Any Legislation regarding censor-
ship will be consequent upon a con -
ference between State and Com-
mon wealth Ministers to be held
in Canberra on Friday, 31st
August.

(4) If the literature shown is obscene,
and that would be a decision for
the Courts to make, it would be
an offence under Section 2 of the
Indecent Publications Act, 1902-72.

4.

6.

This question was postponed.

EDUCATION
Jerdacuttup School

The Hon. D. J_ WORDSWORTH. to
the Leader of the House:

F'urther to the reply to question
7 on the 24th May, 1973, regarding
the construction of a school at
Jerdacuttup-
(a) have the construction plans

been completed;
(b) has provision for this con-

struction been included in the
loan allocation for 1973-74?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(a) No.
(bi Yes.

EDUCATION
South Hedland School: Water Mains

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Leader of the House:

Did the Department of Education
make any approach to the Public
Works Department requesting a
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change of time for work to be
carried out on the water mains
prior to closing the schools in
South Hedland for all of the day
on the 14th August, 1973?

The Ron. J. DOLAN replied:
The Principal, Hedland Senior
High School, was given one day's
notice that the water supply for
the whole of the South Hedland
townsite would be disconnected.
As the school is only one aspect
of the total townsite, it was con-
sidered that other urgent priorities
existed and it was preferable to
close the school whilst a com-
munity need was being met.

7. POTATO MARKETING BOARD
Inquiry by Private Consultant

The Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader
of the House:
(1) Has the report by King Lissiman

and Co., Chartered Accountants,
engaged by the Government early
this year to inquire into the affairs
of the Western Australian Potato
Marketing Board, been completed?

(2) If so--
(a) has it been presented to the

Government; and
(b) when will the report be

tabled?
(3) If the report is Incomplete, when

may it be expected to be finalised?
(4) Will the Government await the

report before introducing to Par-
liament the Icng promised amend-
ments to the Marketing of Pota-
toes Act, 1948?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Towards the end of this year.
(4) Amendments to the Act are listed

for consideration during the pre-
sent Session of Parliament.

SUPPLY BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 14th August.

THE HON. J. L. HUNT (North) [445
p.m.]: I have listened with considerable
interest to the debate which has taken
place up to date. I thought there was some
confusion at times as to whether mem-
bers of the Opposition were debating the
Supply Bill, the purpose of which is to
appropriate money to the Government of
this State, or whether they were debating
the actions of the Federal Government.
They seemed to be somewhat confused. T
have given a great deal of thought to the
speeches made up to date and, as I have
said, the debate has been interesting,

Only one member has come forward and
actually said that he will oppose the Bill.
I refer to Mr, Bill Withers, the "Minister
for the North Province".

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do not promote
him too soon; it will not be long.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I should have
said, "a member for the North Province".
I wish to bring to the notice of Mr.
Withers that it amounts to a refusal of
supply to reject the measure or to request
an adjournment.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Nonsense.
The Hon. J. L. RUNT: In a case such as

this, It would be the intention of the mover
to force the Government to the polls. I
do not see it any other way.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Over the years
Supply Bills have been adjourned and ad-
journed and adjourned.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I am not refer-
ring to any member who has spoken In
support of the measure. I do not doubt
the Legislative Council has the constitu-
tional right to reject or amend money
Bills.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: The Council
cannot amend them.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: We do not deny
this. Anybody who can read will under-
stand and go along with that suggestion.
I s ay this is not the point which is being
argued. The real point at issue is much
bigger than this and Opposition members
are striking at the very heart of resp on-
sible Cabinet Government as It has evolved
over many years in the British Common-
monwealth and, more specifically, in Wes-
tern Australia-the State with which we
are all concerned. I do not know of any
previous Opposition In this State which
has denied the Government the right of
supply.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: There is a
first time for everything.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I also do not
know why there has been so much pub-
licity given to the Supply Bill. Clearly it
was the intention, before the debate began,
to arouse publicity in this matter.

Any action to deny supply would
amount to an attempt by the upper
House to take the Government out of the
hands of the elected majority in the
popular House of Assembly. I would say
quite clearly this would be unconstitu-
tional.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It would not
be unconstitutional.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: It may not be so
legally but, In practice, it would be. In a
bicameral system of Parliament the Gov-
ernment is answerable only to the elected
Lower House.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is
utter piffie.
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The Hon. J. L. RUNT: Further. I say-
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Why Is it?

The Hon. 3. L. HUNT: -that the Govt-
erment has a constitutional right to
serve out Its full term as long as it com-
mands a majority in another place.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What do YOU
think its full term is?

The HOn. J, L. HUNT: it is the period
for which the people of this State have
elected the Government. I say it is aL
three-year period or a period as near as
possible to three years.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Then It should
go out on the 20th February next.

The Hon, J, L. HUNT: Any attempt by
this House to force the Government to the
Polls earlier must be unconstitutional.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It Is not
unconstitutional.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: it may not be so
legally but, In practice, it is. The Opposi-
tion's argument in another place to the
eff ect that the Government has last its
mandate is spurious in the extreme be-
cause the Government commands a
majority in the Legislative Assembly. This
is where it starts and finishes and there
can be no doubt about that.

The Ron. 0. C. Mac~linnon: There is
every doubt in the world.

The Ron. J. L. HUNT: The winning
margin In any particular by-election is
not involved. Opposition members must
agree that there can be no doubt about
this.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Refer to Han-
sard to see how often the present Premier,
when in Opposition, moved no-confidence
motions.

The Hon. J. L. RUNT: Legally the Leg-
islative Council may have the right to
reject or amend the Supply Bill but that
claim would be taken to the extreme and
become a demand if it were to do so.

I say to the honourable member who
told us he intends to oppose the Supply
Bill that he is virtually claiming the right
to force any Labor Government out of
office whenever supply is sought. This is
potentially undemocratic. Any party with
a majority in this Council could refuse to
play and the Government would be
forced to the polls. This is clearly ridi-
culous.

The Hon. W, H. Withers: It has not done
that.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: If you have
unanimity among all members, and a few
other "ifs",

The Hon. W. R. Withers: What about a
Government which is making mistakes?
Do you say you agree with everything the
Government has done in Your province?

The Ron. J. L. HUNT: Nobody is perfect
and nothing will run along 100 per cent.
satisfactorily all the time.

The Hon. G. C, MacKinnon: There are
degrees of imperfection.

The Ron. W. R. Withers: Would you
say I was inaccurate in my comments last
night?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: This aspect of
supply was dealt with by T. E. May in the
Constitutional History of England, 3rd
edition, volume 2, printed in London in
1871. This great constitutionallst summed
up a similar situation in Britain in 1960,
when he said-

If the letter of the law was with the
Lords, its spirit was clearly with the
Commons.

I think this clarifies the situation.
The lion. G. C. MacKinnon: It is crystal

clear.
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The spirit of the

Constitution demands that the Bill be
passed so that the Government may get
on with the task for which it was elected.

It seems to be the general practice in
this House to refer to reams of papers. I
wish to quote from an editorial in The
Sunday Times of the 12th August. It
states-

There is only one statesmanlike course
open to the Opposition In the Legis-
lative Council on Tuesday-allow
passage of the Supply Bill.
Any other action will, rightly, be con-
strued by the electorate as mischiev-
ous and irresponsible.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Tihe West Aus-
tralian did not say that.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I am not quoting
from The West Australian. The editorial
continues-

The present parliament has only a few
months to run. It should be allowed to
finish Its term. Nothing worthwhile is
to be gained by a premature election.
The position in the Assembly has not
changed since the ALP was voted Into
office in 1971. The majority has al-
ways been one.

I would like to quote from the Sunday
Independent of the same date. It says-

If the Legislative Council faces its
real responsibilities squarely on
Tuesday, it wfll not deny the Govern-
ment its Supply Bill.
We believe-and there is a stack of
precedents to confirm it-that poli-
tical mandates are determined by the
numbers on the floor of the Lower
House.

It also says-
While It has this, it is entitled-indeed
expected-to perform the normal
functions of Government.
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The Hon. W. R. Withers: It does not do
that.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: To continue-
In the first place, the Council, if it
does move against the Government,
will not be able to buttress its action
with reliable precedent.
The Victorian situation of 1947 which
has been called a Precedent Is very
dubious indeed. The Government
which was then refused Supply at no
stage held a majority in Its own right
on the floor of the Assembly.
In the WA context, there is not one
shred of either fairness or justice on
the Council's side.
Even more than that, the Council if
it acts against the Government on
Tuesday, will virtually destroy forever
Its reputation as a House of Review.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Was this
written by city or northern correspond-
ents?

The Hon, J. Dolan: Oh why don't you
shut up!

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: That is very
rude, Mr. Dolan.

The Hon. 0, C. MacKinnon: Why don't
you sit up In the President's Chair If you
want to run the House? It is the Presi-
dent's job to look after the House.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Point of Order
The H-on. R. H. C. STUBBS: On a point

of order, Mr. Deputy President, I am hav-
Ing difficulty hearing Mr. Hunt because of
the Interjections.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You did not
have any trouble hearing us last night.

Debate Resumed
The H-on. J. L. HUNT: To continue-

In doing this, it will clear the round
for its own burial. The Interment
might be a long time acoming, but the
funeral rites will have begun with the
refusal of Supply.
It clearly, however, has no right to
usurp for itself the power of Govern-
ment. If it does so, it becomes a very
dangerous Institution.
It becomes a useless Institution if it
meekly accepts or follows the lead of
the Opposition in the Assembly.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Will you abide
by the advice of the reporters in the
Northern Times?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The honourable
member seems. to accept their advice a
fair bit. I expect he has great faith in
them.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I notice the
Press report referred to a decision on
Tuesday. What happens if the House
makes its decision on Wednesday?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I do not think it
makes much difference.

I listened closely last night to the speech
made by Mr. Olive Griffiths. I always enjoy
listening to him. I particularly enjoyed
his one act play in regard to housing. He
referred to a little old lady whose roof
leaked so much that she had a beautiful
indoor garden. I understand the lady
lived on the second floor of a multi-storied
flat. As the cement floors are not leaking,
they must be fairly good. I am not sur-
prised to hear that other people have
experienced trouble with leaking roofs. I
had a house built about a year ago and the
roof was put on by one of the oldest estab-
lished terra cotta tile manufacturers In
Perth. I believe my roof is in the same
condition as that of the little old lady.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: How many
days did it take for your roof to be fixed?

The Hon. J, L. HUNT: I contacted the
manufacturers on many occasions, and I
could get nothing done. I was quite sur-
prised to hear Mr. Olive Griffiths say that
the State Housing Commission had fixed
up the little old lady's roof eventually. I
hope I can obtain similar service.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I said that she
contacted the State Housing Commission.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I would say that
the state Housing Commission and the tile
manufacturers who supplied my tiles must
operate in the same way.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It does not
sound as though you know much about
building.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I believe I have
more building experience than the honour-
able member. The tile manufacturers fix
the tiles themselves.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I thought you
were saying I was blaming the supplier. I
was blaming the State Housing Commis-
sion.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: It bells down to
the same thing-we cannot get the roofs
fixed.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: Do you agree
that the lady-

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Everyone is in

agreement-what are we worried about?
The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Let us all go home.
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I would like to

comment on housing generally. Mr. With-
ers mentioned the unsatisfactory type of
housing being built in the north. The type
of house to which he referred was one with
a zinc anneal lining. I looked at these
houses whilst I was on an unofficial visit
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to Carnarvon and Hall's Creek. They are
Particularly well finished and I believe they
will serve the people of the north very well.

The finish is superior to a plasterboard
or asbestos finish and I feel sure that
maintenance would be much easier. For
the life of me I cannot see how any local
authority could oppose such lining. As
far as I am concerned it conforms with
the local government building by-laws.
However, local authorities go through a
great rigmarole as to the materials which
-shall be used for the interior and exterior
of houses in that area, which materials in-
clude wood, asbestos, fibre-sheeting, or
any other suitable material. The shire says
that it must be "any suitable material".

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Why are thosp.materials not used in houses built for
white people?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I do not think
there Is any difference in regard to the
materials used in these homes, compared
with what is used in houses for white'
people. I do not believe in discriminating
against anybody. These houses are built
by the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments for occupancy in the north. I can-
not see that there is any cause for whing-
ing about the use of this material. When
the house Is completed the lining would
be just the same as the material that is
used for the walls of this Chamber. I
cannot see how It could be detrimental.

The Hon. W. R.. Withers: You are agree-
ing with the policy of the State Housing
Commission?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: Yes.
The Hon. W. R. Withers:, Have You any

idea why?
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: Anyone in my

electorate who began whinging about such
houses would not get a good hearing from
me, especially if they opposed the type
of lining used inside the house on the
round that the lining of the house oc-
cupied by the people next door was of
asbestos or plasterboard.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Mr. Withers
has not even seen these houses.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I have seen
the exteriors of them.

The Ron, J. L~. HUNT: I do not know
how anyone can form an adverse opinion
In regard to these houses after seeing
them. I have seen them in their semi-
finished state and then later when they
have been completed and are ready for
occupancy. To me they appear to be a
very good type of house.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: They may be.
but they do not comply with the uniform
building by-laws.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The shire states
that it shall be "any suitable material".
and it does not say that this is not a
suitable material.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Why Is It not
used in the city?7

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The honourable
member can get up on some other occa-
sion and have something to say. Let me
have something to say now. I can under-
stand how the situation arises. It is be-
cause people do not want to live next door
to a certain type of house as it has been
constructed of materials which they do
not consider to be suitable. I can tell Mr.
Withers that Broome is one place in the
north that Is always a pleasure to visit,
because no-one grumbles about the type
of house that is built in that town, and
Its population is more cosmopolitan than
any other centre in the north.

I can visit Broome at any time and I
never hear any complaints from anyone
that the person next door is living in a
house that is not considered to be a good
type of house. Some residents of Broomne
no doubt are descendants of the old
pearl divers who, of course, comprised In-
dentured labour brought in from Manila
and Japan. In the circumstances, over the
years, the normal pattern has been fol-
lowed and as a result there has been a
mixing of the races at that centre. The
people there have adopted that philosophy
and one could not find a more happy
group of people than those who reside at
Broome. I am sure that a similar situa-
tion would be repeated at any other
centre in the north if this philosophy were
to be adopted, instead of people complain-
ing that some other person had different
coloured hair or dffferent coloured skin. I
know that anyone who comes to me
whinging about living next door to some-
one merely because the colour of that
person's skin Is different from his own
gets no sympathy from me.

After becoming a member of this House
I can recall visiting Fitzroy Crossing where
approximately 300 People were living on
the banks of the river. They did not even
have a water tap from which to obtain a
drink, and the girls at the Inland mission
used to come down In a jeep with a couple
of cans of water at a time. As a result I
made an approach to the then Minister for
Community Welfare (The Hon. W. F.
Willesee) to provide those people with some
houses. He agreed, but the construction
of them was a rushed job and the houses
were not of the same type as those built In
other parts of the State at that time for
general occupation. However, at least the
Aborigines were accommodated at that
centre and water bores were put down. At
the present time one of the Aborigines has
established a well there and he now has a
flourishing garden. He also has a small
farm where he breeds pigs.

Quite a few of the houses at Fitzroy
Crossing have established lawns which en-
able people to sit outside at night. Also a
few trees are now growing In that area.
The whole picture Is entirely different from
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hat which I saw when I first became a
aember of this House. Last night the
tfinister for Community Welfare had In
Lis possession photographs of the houses
welng built at Halls Creek. The houses
iulit previously at Kalumburu were of the
ild type; they were constructed of galv an-
sed iron both Inside and out. These
Louses are occupied by the people at the
nission and, to an extent, are supervised
iy the womenfolk there. it would be a
lifficult job to keep these houses In any
ort of maintenance because they are con-
tructed of bare cement floors and the
valls have been built of bare unpainted
alvantsed iron.

The Hon. R. Thompson: And unlined.
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The houses do

tot have any ceilings and the way they
lave been kept Is a credit to the people
rho occupy them.

The Hon. Olive Griffths: What are
hey made of, then? Just the Joists or
omething?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The houses do
lot have any linings: the walls are con-
tructed of bare galvanised Iron sheeting.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: You said there
vas no lining on the Inside or outside.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I must have be-
ome confused with the houses at Witte-
loom; they were unlined on the outside.
1, great deal of the controversy in the
ioflh occurs because of the superior type
)f house that is being provided by the
nining companies. Over the years I have
)een in the north the type of house pro-
tided by these companies has improved
100 per cent. Originally the houses pro-
tided at Wittenoom and other places were
,f just two or three rooms with no lining
)n the inside, and when it rained the floors
)f the houses were completely flooded.

The problem is much the same at Port
Eledland. There we have the situation
where some of the people are not particu-
arly happy with the type of house the
Rtate Housing Commission is building. The
ieople concerned cannot expect the State
R~ousing Commission to build houses sim-
Jar to those built by the mining companies.
rhey are all brick veneer and air-eon-
litioned and cost a fortune to build and
naintain because of the conditions obtain-
.ng in the north. The mining companies
.et the houses to their workers at about
BE a week and provide free electric power
!or the air-conditioning. This makes for an
.deal situation. However, nobody, by the
wildest stretch of the imagination, could
expect the State Housing Commission to
3uild a similar house under similar con-
litions. But of course some people become
Ilsgruntled when they see others occupying
3. better type of house which may be air-
-ouditioned. The air-conditioning is left
3n summer and winter because the occupier
)f a house provided by a mining company

does not have to pay for the electric power.
The average worker could not afford to pay
for the cost of the air-conditioning let
alone find money to pay the rental for such
a house. 11 feel sure that it is because of
this that a great deal of dissatisfaction is
generated. Workers find that they are
much better off working for the mining
companies.

As a result these problems snowball and
the blame is placed on the State Housing
Commission, and so it goes on down the
scale. Until we get erected throughout the
State the type of house that Is constructed
by the mining companies these problems
will continue.

Last night an honourable member dis-
played a model of a house that is being
built for Alcoa. I have seen these houses
in the course of construction at Pinjarra.
I do not know how long they take to erect,
but in the initial stages they appear to
be fairly flimsy. Eventually the exterior
will be faced with bricks. I suppose they
would be termed brick veneer houses. I
do not know what type of material was
used for the interior lining because I have
not seen a completed house.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You do not
think they would be suitable for the
north?

The Hon. J. L. HrUNT: Not one of these
types of houses has been built In the
north. I understand one is in the course
of construction at Carnarvon.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: And one at
Port Hedland.

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: I do not know
what the cost of such a house would be
if it were constructed in the north. The
freight on any materials transported to
the north by road or ship is based on the
bulk of the goods carted and not on their
weight. If a house of the type mentioned
is to be built of aluminium walls and
lined with aluminium sheeting we will
hear some whinges from those who repre-
sent the timber industry because no timber
is being used in the building of this type
of house in the north. Nevertheless I
would like to see a few of these houses
built in the north. I am not an engineer,
but I have carried out a fair amount of
building work. I would like to see two or
three of these houses erected in the north
to enable me to compare the cost of their
erection with the cost of erecting the
standard house that Is built by the State
Housing Commission in the north at the
moment.

I cannot see that there is any possibility
of a brick house being built in the north.
I think that is out of the question, because
people would be waiting for houses for
ever and a day. The State Housing Com-
Mission would never catch up with the
demand for such houses.
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I have read an article regarding freights that area are reticulated from this service.
on goods transported to the north. All
commodities--whether these be timber.
iron, foodstuffs, or anything else-have to
bear the cost of the freight charged. It has
been said that foodstuffs, clothing, and
similar goods can be purchased cheaper
in the north than they can in Perth. I
do not doubt that statement if they are
purchased in reasonably small quantities.

What the local business People have to
contend with Is the high wages paid to
their employees In the north. The turn-
over in staff is much greater in that area
than in any other area of the State. Those
People also have to supply houses for their
employees and subsidise the cost of elec-
tricity and water in the same way as the
mining companies do for their employees.
I do not know where the answer to that
Problem lies. It is anyone's guess. I sup-
pose there are many commodities which
can be transported to the north, but, gen-
erally, the average housewife likes to see
what she is buying, particularly in regard
to lines of clothing. Whether the answer
to this problem is the payment of a
subsidy, I do not know.

Mining companies do Provide subsidies
to a certain extent, which makes it rea-
sonably cheap to live In a mining town;
Particularly when the rents are subsidised.
On the other hand, of course, this facility
which Is not Perhaps enjoyed by others
makes such people a little sour.

I would like to indicate a few of the
facilities which, as I see the position, have
been Provided in the north in the last
couple of years. We have a very efficient
State Shipping Service now operating in
the north which provides weekly runs to
all Ports in that area. There is no reason
whatever why anybody in business in the
north cannot arrange to have his goods
sent up north on a weekly basis rather
than on the basis that obtained pre-
viously. I understand that transport by
the State Shipping Service is much
cheaper than by road transport.

I emphasise that we have a very good
State Shipping Service, but whether or not
the freights could be lowered I do not
know. I believe, however, it is the Inten-
tion of the State Shipping Service to try
to bring the freights down after a short
period, or at least to hold them at their
present level and prevent any increase in
the future. The type and the speed of
the ships that are now operating with a
once-a-week turnaround to all ports in the
north will be of great assistance in stab-
ilising freight costs to that area.

The Government has spent a great deal
of money on water supplies In the north-
ern areas. I refer to such areas as Wick-
ham and Roebourne. There is a very good
water supply in places like Karratha,
Wickham, Dampier, and the once-forgot-
ten Point Sampson. Quite a few houses In

The Government has also carried out a
programme of supply on the Doe Grey
River with supplementary supplies from
the Turner River and with further exten-
sions to one of the other rivers which is
just Past the Turner River. I believe
there are excellent water supplies on the
De Grey provided by a large watershed
similar to that from which the growers at
Carnarvon get their water from the Gas-
coyne. Apparently there Is a great deal
of water underground which could Pos-
sibly be sufficient to supply Port Hedland
in the immediate future.

One other matter which has been of
great benefit to the north is the establish-
ment of electricity by the State Electricity
Commission. This electricity is supplied
not only in the north but in many other
country areas. At one time some of the
people in my electorate were paying up to
20c a unit before the State Electricity
Commission took over the local power
houses and Provided the necessary elec-
tricity.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Will the
Electricity Commission provide cheaper
electricity?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: How much does
the honourable member think we were
paying in Port Hedland before the State
electricity supply was provided? I should
imagine that in any service that is pro-
viled by -the State the price will be
kept low if that Is at all possible.

The Hon. W. Rt. Withers: Do you think
they will do it at Wyndham?

The Ron. J. L. HUNT: The honourable
member may just as well ask me if they
will do it in "Bullamakanka".

The Hon. W. ft. Withers: Wyndham is
in your electorate.

The Hon. 3. L. HUNT: The power there
is supplied from the meat works. Trem-
endous benefit has been derived since the
town was wired and the charge is quite
reasonable.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Do you think
the S.E.C. will tend to increase the prices?

The Hon. 3. L. HUNlT: Under the
scheme to which I have referred about
15,000 consumers in the State have derived
tremendous benefit. The saving to the
consumers has been about $200,000 a Year,
which is not inconsiderable.

I would also mention that the Govern-
ment proposes to build a new gaol in the
Hedland region. The construction of this
gaol was delayed for a time because the
Government wished to ensure that it
would be located at the most suitable
place. At one stage it was suggested that
it should be erected in the Karratha or
Dampier area, but I now understand it is
to be Placed in the Port Hedland area.



[Wednesday, 15 August. 1973) 63

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Has the site
been decided yet?

The I-on. J. L. RUNT: Yes.
The Hon. W. R. Withers: Do You know

where it is?
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: At the junction

of Finucane Island and Roebourne Road.
The Hon. W. . Withers: On the

Boodarrie station?
The Hon. J. L. HUNT: On part of the

Boodarrie grazing lease. The Police
Department has also erected new buildings
and quarters at Karratha. Extensions
have been made to the police station at
Halls Creek and a new gaol has been
promised for Derby in the new financial
year. This will replace the old building
in that town. The old building has been
in a dilanidated condition for many years
and, as I have said, a new gaol will ac-
cordingly be erected in the very near
future. Apart from the above facilities a
new 48-bed ward is to be built at the Derby
Hospital. I understand that the construc-
tion work will start fairly soon and by
later next year we should have a new 48-
bed ward at the Derby Hospital.

I could go on and on and say what the
Government has done for Western Aus-
tralia. I amn quite happy with what the
Government has done; in the circum-
stances I think it is doing a very good
job Indeed.

In the various speeches that were made
there was some reference to Federal mat-
ters. I would like to quote a few figures
that I have which show the amounts of
Federal money that will be spent on edu-
cation, a good deal of which will be com-
Ing to Western Australia. I present the
following figures to indicate the amount of
money that is involved and the direction
in which it is being spent-

Aboriginal Scholarships--$5,700000.
Child Care Centres-5,000000.
Dental Therapists-750,000.
Handicapped Children-$43,000,000

(two years Included in Schools).
Isolated Students--$10,000,000 which

Includes isolated children In W.A.
and outback of Australia.

Libraries-$5,000,000 (3 years).
Northern Territory Education-

$12,000,000.
Pre-school Teachers Scholarship

scheme-$1,700.000.
Schools--$693,000,000.
Teacher Education-$SS,000,O00.,
Technical Education and extra funds

for buildings-$10,000,000.
Tertiary Students--$54,000,000.
Tertiary Education-$455,000,000 (18

months).
The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Where is all

this money being spent?

The Hon. J. L. HUNT: The amount is
well over $1,000,000,000. It is not being
spent In the North Province; It is money
allocated for the whole of Australia. I
merely give these figures to show the
amount of money the Federal Government
is spending In this direction.

I support the Bill and I hope members
opposite will do likewise.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Those figures
only prove that the Federal Government
has the money to spend.

THE l1ON. R. J. L. WILLIAMS (Metro-
politan) [5.25 p.m.]: I wish the debate
on this Bill had finished last night; I do
wish we had gone through with it, because
when my leader stood up and made what I
thought was a most reasoned and good
speech to the H-ouse during which he asked
the Leader of the House to seek certain
reassurances or guidance-call. it what we
will, because I cannot quote the exact
words--from the Premier-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: And his Mini-
isters.

The Hon. 1%. J. L. WILLIAMS: Yes, and
his Ministers. As I was about to say, I
think it is perfectly disgusting that I can
stand up In this Chamber-

The Hon. R. H. C, Stubbs: I think so
too.

The Hon. R. 3. L. WILLIAMS: I think
the Minister will agree that I am entitled
to do so since I have been elected to this
Chamber. As I1 have been endeavouring to
say, It is disgusting that I should be able
to stand up in this House and give to my
leader now the answer that has been given
by the Premier.

I wish to touch in a moment on some
of the words that have been used by the
Premier particularly when he referred to
arrogance and affronts to Parliament and
accused others of using these words. It is
incredible that the Premier should accuse
others of using the words to which I have
referred because there is little doubt that
he Is surely tainted with the same brush.
I say this because I regard this Parliament
as having a right to receive a reply from
the Premier before one Is given to the
general public. Such a reply was given
at 11 o'clock this morning on SIX radio
station. It was read by the Press officer of
the Premier's Department. If by providing
the reply I am about to quote the Premier
is not holding this House up to contempt
and ridicule I do not know what he is
trying to do.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Who Is doing this?
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: The

Premier.
The Hon. J. Dolan: How could he give

an answer?
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I will

read what went over the air this morning
from the Premier's Department. It was
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read, I repeat, by the Premier's Press
officer. I have a copy of what was said,
because I went to the trouble of getting
one from the Premier's Department. The
Premier's spokesman said-

My whole attitude toward this mat-
ter is based on the constitutional im-
propriety of the Opposition action.

It Is a tenet of British Parliament-
ary tradition that no Bill of Supply or
aid should be shackled by conditions.

It should be very clearly understood
by the public that the Legislative
Council is empowered to obstruct
Supply only when a Government is
palpably corrupted or Inept; it may
not obstruct Supply on a purely
political issue such as the present one.

It is not justified in taking a politi-
cal action to terminate the life of the
House of Assembly while leaving the
Council itself untouched, and Sir
Charles Court knows this.

I regard his attempt to force condi-
tions in this instance as an arrogant
affront to Parliament. I am not alone
in this opinion as Is indicated by the
very wide cross-section of the com-
munity which has expressed complete,
and often very angry, disagreement
with Sir Charles Court's action.

I have had calls direct to my desk
from staunch Liberal supporters assur-
ing me of their backing in the event
of any early election arising from the
present situation. I will be perfectly
happy, and contfident, to go to the
Polls at the time constitutionally dic-
tated for an election.

I will not bargain, nor give in. on
any other arrangement.

Point of order
The Hon. J. DOLAN: On a Point of

order. Mr. Deputy President. Mr. Williams
is reading what he says is an answer given
by the Premier to a question asked In this
House last night.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: He is saying
nothing of the kind.

The Hon. J. DOL.AN: What, then, is
the statement he is making? Mr. Williams
has said that this information should have
been given to the House.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: He said before
the answer was given to Parliament the
Premier gave the statement to the Press.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What Is the
point of order raised by the Leader of the
House?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: All I want to say
is that last night the Leader of the Op-
position asked me whether I would obtain
an answer from the Premier and I said
I would do so. I have had no opportunity

to tell the House of it and now we find
another member reading what he says is
the answer given by the Premier.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is no
point of order.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Ask the Minis-
ter, Sir, what his point of order is.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have al-
ready done so.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I am saying the
honourable member has no right to say
that the answer which the Leader of the
Opposition asked me to obtain from the
Premier is being given by him, when it is
not the answer,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
From what the honourable member has
said there is no point of order in question,
according to Standing Orders, He must
raise his point of order according to Stand-
ing Orders. The honourable member has
breached Standing Orders. I call on The
Honourable Mr. Williams.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: All the Minister
has done is make another second reading
speech.

Debate Resumed
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIJAMS: The

answer I have quoted was broadcast at
11 o'clock this morning and given to the
public at large. So we have an answer.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: As a result of
a Question, no doubt, from the radio
station.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: No, this
was broadcast as the first item on the
niews.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It would have
been the result of a question because the
radio station asked me to comment.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That is
probably true; I did not go Into that as-
pect.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was asked to
comment and I said I could not because I
did not have the answer, and that I would
get it from the minister.

The Hon. J. Dolan: It will be given.
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not the

answer.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS; I will

not indulge in this crossfire. This state-
ment was issued by the Premier's Depart-
ment.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Perhaps it
did not apply to us.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Perhaps,
but I want it on record here so that we
can draw a comparison.

From time to time certain words have
been used during this debate and there is
one word to which I object. The word has
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been used by members from both sides of
the House. I refer to the word "mandate".
Members use the word as they desire, and
consider it to be a magic wand. However,
there is no constitutional legal authority
in the world to say that Parliament has
a mandate, and I challenge anybody in
this House to produce such a constitutional
law. Neither has any Government or con-
stitutional local authority any right to
say it has a mandate.

I wish to goodness we would start to
use these terms properly. We say we have
a majority, but that is a different kettle
of fish altogether. No member of the Labor
Party has a mandate to speak for the
Province which I represent, and I do not
have a mandate to speak for the Province
represented by the Leader of this House.
Let us get that fact perfectly clear. We
are hiding behind semantics, and we have
had enough of semantics in this debate
so far. Mr. Jack Hunt quoted from Erskine
May and mentioned the House of Lords
but that is in no way comparable with this
House.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: There is no
comparison whatever.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That
was not a good example; it was a pathetic
example.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The House of
Lords is not an elected House.

The Hon. D. K. Dana: Did be not quote
1860?

The H-on. I. J. L. WILLIAMS: He may
have done, but I do not care whether the
reference was to 1860 or 1520. The House
of Lords has no right whatsoever to deny
the passage of a money Bill. That was pro-
vided for in 1911 by King George V so
that if supply were to be Stopped by the
House of Lords the Prime Minister of the
day would then be able to create more
peers to give that particular party a
majority.

Whilst it may be a case of Rafferty's
rules, according to a recent interjection,
it has gone on for some time. Whilst we
are modelled on the House of Lords, we
do not copy Its procedure. I ask: When
will the general public be made aware of
the true position of this House: that it
is a House elected on a popular fran-
chise?

If members care to examine a publica-
tion entitled Parliamentary Government of
Australia, written by Professor Crisp, they
will observe the following-

Power of the purse is the final hold
of the Parliament and, through it, of
the people over their Government be-
tween elections.

In this matter the Opposition inl
particular has a vital role which it
must be allowed full opportunity to
perform.

Supply is a grant of both Houses
of Parliament.

There can, at all events, be no dis-
puting the basic responsibility of Par-
liament rather than the Executive for
financial control, and any departure
from that position has traditionally
been regarded-with good cause-as
of the utmost gravity.

That quote appears at page 2415 of the
current Hansard. That Is the view of an
Australian writing about the Australian
public. To say that this House has no
right to stop supply is to be in total error.
It does have a constitutional right.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Of course it
has.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: If mem-
bers had been listening to the radio yes-
terday morning they would have heard
Mr. Hetherington, the political lecturer
from the University of Western Australia,
and he did not contradict what I have said.
He did not say that it was against the
Constitution to stop supply. What he did
say was that it would have been against
the spirit of the Constitution-not as the
Constitution was written, but the spirit of
the Constitution.

I wonder why the Premier allowed the
public to learn his answers before this
Parliament knew them, or before they
were relayed to this Chamber? He should
think of the morals, ethics, and politics
involved.

During the last 2k years we have
been treated In a manner which I con-
sider inappropriate for members of this
House. I do not think anyone sits in this
Chamber just for the benefit of his health.
We have to delineate and realise just what
we are and what we represent. I am a
Liberal, and as such I am anti-Labor but
that does not mean to say I do not respect
the views and the policies held by the Aus-
tralian Labor Party. Members of the Labor
Party are in this House and in the other
House, as they are throughout Australia.
No-one denies them their right to their
policy and their ideas.

By the same token, no-one should deny
the right of any other party represented
In this Chamber, or in any other Parlia-
ment of Australia, to state its case and
interpret its policies as it wishes. Of
course, there will be areas of disagreement.
There would be no point in government if
there were no disagreement and 100 per
cent. of the population were happy all the
time. There would be no need for politics
under such circumstances. I am afraid
that too many people regard politics as a
game where one has no friends, and be-
cause one belongs to a particular party
one must incur enmity.

We who sit in this H-ouse, in the main,
know that politics is quite different from
what I have just stated. We do not stir
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up hatred between people. The feeling ap-
plies to both politics and to religion. There
are some people in the Australia Labor
Party, in this Parliament, withi whom I
have a good-almost excellent-relation-
ship. Indeed, I would be proud to call
some of them my friends, for the simple
reason that I respect their points of view.
When I select my friends I do not ask
them their politics or their religion. How-
ever. it appears to me that some people
outside this Chamber are still stirring up
class hatred between people, which seemed
to be the vogue current in the United
Kingdom 100 years ago.

Some people still do not understand what
It means to be a Liberal. They still do not
understand that I can stand here and say
something with which my leader does not
agree at all. That is my right, and It will
always be my right as long as I am a
member of the Liberal Party. If that right
is taken away from me I will no longer
belong to the party.

I was amazed this morning to read on
the front page of The West Australian
remarks attributed to Mr. Jim Coleman of
the T.L.C. when he said that Sir Charles
Court had been rebuffed by his own party.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That remark
was absolutely contemptible.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr. Cole-
man is an intelligent man, and he has a
job to do for the Trades and Labor Coun-
cil. However, I want Mr. Coleman of the
T.L.C., and his followers in particular, to
know that Sir Charles Court has not been
rebuffed. Had Sir Charles been rebuffed,
and had he been of a different political
colour, he would have been out on his neck.
Just because Sir Charles Court has Ideas
different from those of other members of
his party, that does not mean he has been
rebuffed. The statement to which I have
referred is one of the most stupid I have
read for a long time. We do not rebuff
our leaders.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is a situation
which some people do not understand.

The Ron. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That Is
quite the point. I want to point out to
those people, in the kindest possible way,
that we in the Liberal Party can always
agree to disagree. It will not matter what
my decision Is on the Supply Bill. If I do
not agree with my leader there Is one
certain factor; nobody will carpet me.
Nobody will haul me up on the mat and I
will not face the indignity of being told to
get into line.

MY whole attitude towards this Bill has
changed after what happened this morn-
ing, and that Is extremely unfortunate. To
say that a Government should not receive
supply If it were Palpably corrupt, or inept,
is to draw one's own battle lines. I do not
believe that many people In the State of
Western Australia are worried because the
Government is palpably corrupt, because I

do not believe that to be the case. As to Its
Ineptitude, I have not had the time to
measure that aspect. History will answer
that Question. I refuse to join battle on
those Particular issues.

What does worry the people of Western
Australia is that the complexion and think-
Ing of this Government in Western Aus-
tralia, elected In 1971 for a three-year term.
has been affected by another change which
took place in December of last year. I
refer to the election of a Commonwealth
Labor Government.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: That was a
disaster.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That Gov-
ernment Immediately christened itself as
the Australian Government. Are we not
Australians here In Western Australia?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Even more so.
The Hon. Rt. J. L. WILLIAMS: The

people are worried by the cavalier attitude
adopted by the Federal Government to
certain things in life. What worries people
is that the Government of Western
Australia is In danger of becoming a puppet
Government-by 40 votes to seven a puppet
Government. I do not condemn the Aus-
tralian Labor Party, because it comes out
with it straight and direct that It is aiming
for one Government. It is one party-
solidarity.

We in Western Australia are in danger
of being neglected through the contempt
which Melbourne and Sydney hold for this
State. Make no mistake about it, Western
Australia does not count; she has not
enough heads in the House of Representa-
tives to enable her to count. It is Sydney
and Melbourne which control Australia-
and they always will do so-on the basis
of population.

It is rather sad to reflect on some of the
things that have been done in the name
Of Australia since the 2nd December last,
and these things worry the population of
Western Australia. We have taken unto
ourselves new allies. New allies mean new
responsibilities. If we wish to cast off our
old allies, let us do so with dignity.

Someone quoted Senator Fulbright of the
United States. It is significant that Sen-
ator Fulbright made those remarks about
the Prime Minister of Australia before the
Prime Minister gave his Press conference
in Ottawa, telling the Americans what was
wrong with their country, and going on to
tell England what she could do with her
money and attitudes. And what about the
new bogey that is being created-the multi-
national corporations? What are we to
do? We are rich in minerals; we do not
have the money. Should we have said to
the multinational corporations, "We don't
want your money; we will get into the
earth with our bare hands and picks and
shovels but we will retain It for ourselves"?

We are part of a world Organisation. One
nation depends upon another for the supply
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of certain goads. Last night we were told
by a speaker that we are going on from
boom to boom to boom.

The Hon. D. K. Pans: That is Mc-
Namnara's band.

The Hon, R. J_ L, WILLIAMS: That is
exactly what it is, and that is what the
Labor Party is playing. But let me say
that if we continue in this way economic-
ally, and If we turn our backs on foreign
investment, it is we who will suffer for it.
Can we obtain an assurance from our new
allies--

The Hon. P. K. Dans: Who are our new
allies?

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: North
Vietnam.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: The
Republic of China.

The Hon. L. P. Elliott: Just because we
establish diplomatic relations it does not
mean they are new allies.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: I will
change my phraseology in view of the
criticism. Can we get an assurance from
the countries with which we have estab-
lished diplomatic relations, In the hope
of embracing world peace, that their
previous conduct will be ameliorated?

The Hon. P. K. Dans: What previous
conduct?

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: I will
come to that in a moment.

The Hon. D. K. Pans: President Nixon
must have wasted his time in going to
China.

The Hon. EL. J. L. WILLIAMS: I do not
think President Nixon wasted his time in
going to China. If it is for the security of
the world, I do not think anyone wastes
his time in going to China, Israel, West
Germany, Russia, the U.K., or America.
which is the pattern of representatives of
State Governments. But let us be con-
stant in what we do. Let us have the
trade unions of this country protesting
about imports from China while China
continues to detonate nuclear devices. The
trade unions are very quiet about that one.

The Ron. P). K, Dana: You have spoken
about our new allies.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I said I
would rephrase that. Do not sidetrack me
because I am coming to a point which
might be of interest to the honourable
member. I recommend that any statesman
from whatever country of the world who
goes anywhere secures certain guarantees
when diplomatic relations are established.

I spent nearly 12 months overall-in-
cluding the time I spent thinking about
the matter-on a Select Committee which
this House was generous enough to set up
and which became an Honorary Royal
Commission. I received tremendous sup-
port from The Hon. Lyla Elliott, a member

of the Labor Party, and from The Hon.
Tom Perry, a member of the Country
Party. That Royal Commission produced
a document which we sincerely hope will
have a great effect, because there were no
politics in the report and there were no
politics %hen that commission met. I
would like to thank both members--par-
ticularly The Hon, Lyla Elliott-for the
amount of work they put into it.

However, we were aghast at the quantity
of narcotics which is possibly coming into
Australia, and I would like to know this:
Are we absolutely positive that in future
China will conform to United Nations
regulations by not rowing opium and not
exporting heroin? On the 3rd July, 1965,
Mr. Chou En Lai, in a talk with President
Nasser of Egypt, said, "We will use opium
to defeat the American military. We are
now planting the best opium destined f or
United States soldiers."

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: Prom what are
you quoting?

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: I am
quoting from a document which has come
into my hands.

The Hon. D1. KC. Dans: Give the name
of the document for Hansard.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: I refuse
to give the name of a privileged document.

The Hon. D. K. Pans: Then I do not
want to bear it.

The Hon. L. P. Elliott: And I question
the authenticity of It.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: The hon-
ourable member may question the authen-
ticity of it-that is her prerogative-but I
will not disclose the name of the docu-
ment. I am not making any accusations;
I am stating facts.

The Hon. D. K. Pans: If you are stating
facts, I think you should authenticate
them by telling us the name of the docu-
ment. Facts are sticky things to tangle
with.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: Facts
are true.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We often
accept statements from you.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I have never
quoted from a document the title of which
I have not given.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You said
you will not accept unsubstantiated state-
mnents.

The Hon. RL. J. L. WILLIAMS: From
information given to me, I am convinced
there are quite a few brands of narcotics
available around the world, and I could
name a few of them. I will not do so.
But I am pretty sure that the origin of
those brands is in China.

The Hon. D. K. Dana: What about
Turkey?
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The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: At the
moment when we talk about Ginseng, Red
Star, Sailboat, Taifeng, Black Chicken,
Camel, Red Lion, North Pole, Red Gold,
Golden Deer. Salngnan-

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That does not
mean a thing to me unless you give me
your authority.

The Hon. R. J7. L. WILLIAMS: I refuse
to do so. The honourable member can try
as much as he likes but I will not disclose
it to him. I am not denying that Turkey
may be involved. I am asking whether
the Government will ensure that its dip-
lomatic relations are in no way besmirched
through China failing to conform to the
United Nations request that all stocks of
opium and heroin be destroyed. If China
replies that she has no narcotics, well and
good: if she has them and destroys them,
well and good. I have a considerable num-
ber of documents from the United Nations,
and if Mr. Dans cares to plough through
them as I have done, he might find the
authenticity he is seeking; but I will not
give them to him.

This kind of disquiet which has been
cast upon us--this feeling that the people
of Western Australia have-is the reason
for the question arising whether or not
this House should give or deny supply. As
Mr. Hunt said, the Bill cannot be amended
by this House in any way whatsoever.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: He did not
say that. He said it could be amended.

The Hon. R. J7. L. WILLIAMS: I under-
stood him to say this House could not
amend the Bill; it could only deny supply.
If this House were to deny supply, there
would be no constitutional impropriety; it
is perfectly entitled to do so. Do not let
us confuse morals and ethics with political
decisions, as such, and constitutional Im-
propriety. There is a distinct line between
them.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Premier
knows that, too. He knows this House can
defeat the Bill.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I do niot
object at all. It Is part and parcel of the
Premier's leading of his party to do what
he can to maintain his Government in the
face of a denial of supply. But let it be
spelt out very clearly. If he takes the
Psychological approach that it will be the
nurses, the school teachers, and the police-
men who will not get their wages, let the
nurses, the school teachers, and the police-
men be fully aware that if they do not
get their wages it will be because the
Premier of this State has denied them
their wages. The Premier can obtain the
necessary money with a special warrant
under the Constitution. There is no prob-
lenm about that. He could carry on for
some time just by drawing a warrant for
supply. Let us lay that bogey to rest.

People are concerned that they may go
without money. There is no need for them
to go without money. The odium for not
providing money would rest on the head
of the Premier, not with the Opposition.
The Opposition is saying, "Let us go to
the people; let us go to our masters: let
them be the Judges." If it denies supply,
that is what the Opposition will be saying.

I shall listen with interest to the Leader
of this House when he replies to the second
reading debate. It is not all over. It is
never all over until the final and third
reading is agreed to. The public should
not be misled and lulled into thinking it
is all over.

Let us heed the word of caution issued
by Mr. Les Logan yesterday evening: Do
not let the Government do anything silly.
I know that the meaning of the word "silly"
is "inept'. Do not let the Government
do anything inept which would make me
wish to stop supply. I do not think what
was said over the air today reflected a
great deal of what I might call ethics or
morality in dealing with this House. I
think words such as "arrogant affront"
were used, but the statement itself was
guilty of arrogant aifrontatlon.
Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan) [7.30 p.m.]: I support the Supply
Bill, and commend its passage through
this Chamber.

The Hon. V. J7. Ferry: You would be in
trouble if you did not.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not intend
to use my voice to shout members down.

The Hon. P. D. Willmott: That is aL
change!

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not think
I ever do that consciously, and if I have
done it without thinking I apologise. A
number of contributions have been made
in the debate on the Supply Bill. Some
of them have been rather amazing, and
one in particular was an excellent con-
tribution. Although I do not agree with
what the Leader of the Opposition said
in his contribution, I could be excused for
thinking that I was in the House of Repre-
sentatives at Canberra because of the na-
ture of some of the remarks. I felt the
debate was more applicable in the Federal
arena. However, those comments were
made In the debate on the Bill before us.

Whilst I do not intend to speak at any
great length, it would be remiss of me
if I did not answer some of the proposi-
tions that have been put forward. I am
firmly convinced that the Tonkin Govern-
ment has the right to continue in office,
because it won the Balcatta by-election.
It won by 30 votes, or if one wanted to be
pedantic a different result In 16 of the
votes cast would have given no different
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result. However whether the majority be
6,000 or 600 the Government won the Hal-
catta by-election.

If one were to use the yardstick of rely-
ing on the majorities obtained by candi-
dates for the bringing on of elections or
by-elections then we would upset the whole
system of parliamentary democracy and
the right of the people to exercise their
votes.

In this regard one example comes to
mind; and that was when Mr. Dellar was
elected as the member for the ]Lower North
Province. He gained a majority of four
votes after one or two recounts, or to
break the majority down, if two of the
votes had been the other way the result
would have been a tie. However, I do not
think anyone would suggest that because
the margin was so small another election
should have been conducted. A simple ma-
jority of one or two votes under our par-
liamentary system makes the successfuil
candidate the winner, just as though he
had received a majority of 4,000.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: That is not a
comfortable win.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: it Is most un-
comfortable. I would not claim anything
different, but I would say this: any per-
son who had done his homework well
would have been aware that the Balcatta
by-election would be a close contest. I
would be quite wrong to suggest that I
thought It would be as close as the re-
sult turned out to be.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith., Why did you
think It would be close?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not want
to waste time this evening in answering
that, but I am quite prepared to discuss
the matter with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion privately. I am sure if he did discuss
it with me he would not argue that the
conclusion I reached was wrong.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You said any-
body who had done his homework would
know.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am not sug-
gesting that members opposite have not
done their homework extremely well. The
Government has not breached any of the
duties of office to justify the Supply Bill
being rejected. I do not want to canvass
this question at great length, because it
has been well canvassed by the Leader of
the Opposition.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I made telling
statements, too.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: It is quite ob-
vious that had the first-past-the-post sys-
tem of voting applied at the Balcatta by-
election Labor would have lost the seat
and the Government would be out of office.
For that reason I suggest that when we
introduce a Bill to introduce the first-past-

the-past system we will have no great diffi-
culty in getting the support of members
opposite.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Are you smiling
at me or someone in the gallery when you
say that?

The Hon, D. K. DANS: I do not know
anyone in particular in the gallery.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Then You must
be smiling at yourself.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Make it retro-
spective.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not think we
need to be that democratic, by making
It retrospective. It has been suggested that
the policies adopted by this Government
have led to a downturn in the economy.
At the same time It has been suggested
that the inflationary trend is having a
deleterious effect on industry and business,
Of course, when this Government came
Into office it cannot be denied that there
was unemployment in the State, but that
level of unemployment decreased steadily
in the term of office of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment. I am not so blase as to suggest
that it was through the efforts of the
Tonkin Government and that Government
alone that the level of unemployment in
the State was reduced; equally I do not
accept the argument that it was as a re-
sult of the actions of this Government that
the rate of inflation increased.

I1 admit that in its later stages the Mc-
Mahon Government was responsible for re-
ducing inflation by between 24 and 24 per
cent; but any Government can do that. In
the process of reducing inflation the Mc-
Mahon Government increased unemploy-
ment and the figure skyrocketed through
the roof. We are all aware how the elec-
tors reacted to that situation.

Not long ago I read a Press article deal-
ing with a meeting of world bankers, at
which this very question of controlling
Inflation was raised. They came to the
conclusion that the people in the Western
democracies would not tolerate unemploy-
ment, and therefore we have to suffer all
the problems of rising inflation and all the
problems that a growth economy brings.
The position is as simple as that.

We do not have to go outside Australia
to see what happens In this respect. When
certain economic measures were adopted
to dampen demand the unemployment
figure rose. If one harks back to 1961
one finds that a similar pattern emnerged
at that time. It is quite wrong to sug-
gest that the electorate at large is angry
with the Tonkin Government because of
unemployment and other associated by-
products.

I want to deal with two matters that
were raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. The first was his reference to support
for the Premier. No doubt be drew his
conclusions from his observations and from
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Press reports. I want to say in this Cham-
ber that the Premier has my fullest sup-
port and confidence, and he will continue
to have that.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Without a
doubt he is the best man you have in
your party.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: More impor-
tantly, to the best of my ability and in
all sincerity I say he has the support of
every member of the Parliamentary Labor
Party.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith:, I wonder what
was the reference to the remarks made by
Mr. Taylor.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am not mak-
ing a speech for Mr. Taylor. I am now
declaring my support for the Premier, and
to the best of my knowledge the support
of the Parliamentary Labor Caucus.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That should De
reassuring for him.

The Hon. D. K. DAI S: I do not know
whether it is reassuring for him, but it is
reassuring for me. I do not want to appear
to be disloyal to the Premier, in view of
the remarks made by the Leader of the
Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition
made mention of a meeting which I at-
tended in company with some unknown
person, and to some pamphlet that has
been printed.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I have one but
not the other.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I have neither.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It looked
like an old Victorian unity ticket.

The Hon. D. X. DANS: Of course I have
always regarded the honourable member as
being in the wrong political party. I sug-
gest he would be a very good advocate or
protector of Labor Party ideology, because
he certainly gives the impression that he
knows More about this matter than I do.
The job is open to him if he cares to
apply. However, the honourable member
may need a greater depth of understanding
of the Labor Party than he has of other
subjects.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Tell us
about the unity tickets.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Tell us about
what you said at the stop-work meeting.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I shall if the
Leader of the Opposition will be Patient.
On that particular day I had a very rich
experience at the stop-work meeting of the
hospital workers. I was invited to address
the meeting. I have not seen the particular
pamphlet that was issued, and I am not
particularly interested in it. It was an
unusual meeting for me, because it was
the first time that I addressed a meeting
which comprised women entirely.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: I think it was
the first time you addressed a stop-work
meeting!I

The Hon. D). K. DANS: I have addressed
many stop-work meetings-on three qr four
hundred occasions, and maybe more.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I bet what you
said was very convincing.

The I-on. D. K. DANS: No, it was not.
The only subject on which I spoke at that
meeting related to the Long Service Leave
Act Amendment Bill. I addressed the
meeting in company with Mr. MeGintey,
the organiser of the union, and Mr. Patrick
Tray, a long time personal friend of mine.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: I did not refer
to him.

The Hon. fl. K. DANS: The honourable
member did by ininuendo-the Senior Vice
President of the Trades and Labor Council
I told the gathering that from time to
time unions found themselves in a difficult
position, and said that irrespective of the
Government in office-particularly when
Governments or Parliaments will not take
it upon themselves to grant conditions that
apply in other spheres9, and in this case
long service leave had applied for some 46
years under these conditions to Govern-
ment employees--the unions should take
the necessary action to obtain similar con-
ditions, I said they should do that irre-
spective of the type of Government in office
or its ideology.

I well recollect the old expression I used
-the wheel that does the squeaking is the
one that gets the grease. I do not know
how they progressed after that, but I told
them quite correctly that I had been doing
some checking and had found that in 1927
-46 years ago; what a progressive State
we have, the State on the move-Mr. Alex
Macdallum. signed those industrial agree-
ments. Proof can be found of that in
Volume 7 of the Western Australian I-n-
dustrtai Gazette of 1927 at page 259 under
the date the 1st March. The Government,
by legislative action, had granted long ser-
vice leave to Government -wages employees
after 10 years' service. I traced the history
of long service leave and I told them that
after 46 years they were dragging the
chain and needed to do something towards
achieving their objective; and I hope they
do.

Mr. Medcalf referred to the term which
was coined during the Prime Ministership
of Mr. Gorton-the creeping paralysis of
centralism. This is something the Labor
Party did not Invent, but was dreamt UP
by the Liberal Party and pinned on Mr.
Gorton.

I have heard Mr. Medcalf speak very
well on the subject of the gathering of
taxes and what-have-you by the Common-
wealth; -and this is where it all starts. It
has always Intrigued me that when the
Liberal-Country Party coalitions had the
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six State Governments and the Federal
Government to themselves they did not go
to Canberra and say, "Look, we have had
this centralist policy. Hand back the tax-
ing powers to the States." But this was
never done, despite the fact that it would
have been an easy task in those circum-
stances. Perhaps one day someone will
tell me why It was not done.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: Surely no-one
ought to have to tell you that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: A man as
smart as you should be able to work that
out for himself.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr. Medesif
said we should have the taxing powers
handed back and perhaps I agree with
him.

The Hon, 1. G. Medealf; I did not say
that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I did not
hear you say it, either.

The Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf: You are mis-
quoting me.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr. Medcalf im-
plied it.

The Hon. 1. U. Medeal!: I did not.
The Hon. U. C. MacKinnon: You can-

not say he implied it because he has just
told you he did not say it.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: I never said
taxing powers should be handed over to
the States.

The H-on. 0. K. DANS:* What did the
honourable member say?

The Hon. 1. . Medeslf: I said that the
income tax should be shared with the
States.

mhe Hon. D. X. DANS: Is it not now?
The Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf: No.
The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not know

how the State would have lived on its own
income tax.

The I-on. A. F. Griffith: It depends on
what you mean by the word "share".

The Hon. D. 1K. DAMS: I think we have
done reasonably well. This is an open-
ended kind of argument which could go
on for hours.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I hope not.
The Hon. D. K. DAMS: The Victorians

tell us from time to time that they built
our Narrows Bridge and, on the other
hand, we say, "Look at the money spent
on manufactured goods from Victoria";
and so it goes on.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I never said
any of that.

The Hon. D. K. DAN'S: No, I am saying
it. I am not giving the honourable mem-
ber that credit.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Why ac-
cuse Mr. Medcalf-

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: Here he goes
again-the old campaigner.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
the campaigner who says these half-
truths.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: I1 am not accus-
ing Mr. Medcalf of anything,

All kinds of new expressions are used
from time to time. I Presume that the
word "socialism" replaces the old bogey
"communism"

The Hon. F. D. Willrnott:. No; that is
still there.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: The word has not
been used for a few days.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Wait a while.
The Hon. D. K. DAN'S: The latest ex-

pression is "the creeping hordes of social-
ists".

The Hon. D, K. DAMS: Another ex-
pression is "the grey area", although I do
not know where that is.

The Hon. W. R%. Withers: It is in be-
tween black and white.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am quite re-
freshed to" find a Prime Minister of this
country going overseas and representing
me as an Australian. I think the people
of Australia acted In time-but only just
In time-because we were fast reaching the
stage where we were becoming strangers
in our own country.

I reject the suggestion that we have
selected new allies. No-one has given any
evidence to substantiate such a thought.
All that has occurred Is that we have
found a new national spirit which was
promised before the election, and no matter
how much we dislike the idea we will not
turn back from the path of nationalism
on which we have now embarked and with
which I am proud to be associated.

At the samne time I admire Mr. Arthur
Griffith for being a traditionalist, although
perhaps he is not any more of a tradition-
alist than I am. I certainly do not resent
the words "God Save The Queen" but, by
golly, I would also like to hear our own
national anthem. I do not believe there is
anything subversive in that statement.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Neither do 1,
but some people would replace "God Save
The Queen" with something else, and
pretty quickly, too.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: That is not the
policy of the Federal Labor Party. Like
Canada, we simply seek to have a national
anthem of our own. If we can believe
public opinion polls-and I think we all
received the result of one on this subject
the other day-the opinion of the people
is two to one In favour of our own national
anthem although, in a lighter vein, I hope
one of those suggested in the paper the
other day is not chosen.

To move to another Issue, I want to
make It perfectly clear that I do not Intend
to answer the speeches of members and
particularly the comments made in the
speech by Mr. Williams.
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The lion. 13. C. MacKinnon', Why did
you get so upset when he made a comment
about Communist China?

The Hon. D). K. DM18: He did not
mention Communist China; he referred to
China, and commenced to deal with the
opium trade. I could possibly supply him
with more documents than he picked up
concerning the opium trade. I would be
the last person to say that opium Is not
grown in China. I do not know; but I do
know that plenty Is grown in Burma; that
it Is grown by the remnants of Chiang Kal-
Shek's army; and that it is a legal crop In
Turkey. The opium poppy rows and
flourishes in many parts of the world.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: And that
Is why You got upset when he mentioned
China?

The Hon. D. K. DM18: I did not get
upset.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You sounded
as If you were.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You did not get
upset; you just raised your voice.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Leader of
the Opposition was not here when I com-
menced my speech.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Oh yes I was.
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Yes he

was.
The Hon. D. K. DAN8: The Leader of

the Opposition may have been behind-I
was going to say hiding behind-the dais.
I said I would not raise my voice tonight.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I will not hide
from anything you say.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I should not
think the Leader of the Opposition would.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was here the
whole time Mr. Williams was speaking.

The Hon, D. XC. DANS: I think the
Leader of the Opposition is misunderstand-
Ing me. I was referring to when I com-
menced my speech tonight.

mhe Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was not here
then.

The Hon. D. K. flAiS: When I com-
menced my speech I said I would not raise
my voice because the Leader of the Oppos-
ition had made the comment that I might
shout someone down.

The H-on. I. G. Medcalf: Perhaps you
strained your voice this afternoon.

The Hon. D. K. DA48: Mr. Cive Grif-
fiths appeared to say that because of the
results in the Balcatta by-election the
Labor Party was about to disappear-
kaput! Let me assure him that the Labor
Party has been around for some 90-odd
years.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: It acts like it!
The Hon. Di. K. DAN$, It has never

changed its name and when the last Gov-
ernment was defeated a very good Liberal

friend of mine said to me somewhat nas-
tily, "The Labor Party is like the Catho-
lic Church-it just goes on and on". If
anyone believes that a reverse like that
experienced in Balcatta will put paid to
our party, he has another think coming.
The Liberals have had three to six name
changes in the history of their party and
I realise that federally they are getting
ready for a change of name again.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I hope you
do not suggest I said what you just said
I said. I did not say anything about the
Labor Party disappearing.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No. Mr. Olive
Griffiths had Mr. Ron Thompson and Mr.
Stubbs disappearing.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I said that your
numbers in this House were disappearing
fast and that if an election were held now
the only reason you would have four mem-
bers is because four of you do not come
up for election. That Is what I said. I did
not say anything about the Labor Party
disappearing.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr. Olive Grif-
fiths is an expert at composing sentences
without any verbs or nouns!

The H-on. F. D. Willmott: He makes a
very good story, though.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Oh yes, he sounds
extyrmely good.

r want to make the point that our party
will go on, and that it will continue to
be attractive to the electors so that it
will continue to win elections.

It has been said that in the Federal
sphere we are doing everything wrong. I
do not want to talk about Federal politics
to any large degree, but tonight the Leader
of the House, who is also the Minister for
Railways, handed me a railways publica-
tion entitled Railways of Australia and it
includes reference to some of the
wrong things that we are supposed to
be doing. The publication is No. 110 of
volume 10 and on the front page is an
article headed, "State and Federal Trans-
port Ministers back Public Transport."
It reads--

Mr. Morris--
He is the New South Wales Minister for
Transport-

-said the Federal Government had
offered to pay $250m of the $4 0Dm
the New South Wales Government
proposed to spend on transport in the
next five years.

"For the first time we anticipate
substantial funds from the Federal
Government," Mr. Morris said.

"This Commonwealth assistance
should have been coming 10 years ago."

Of course that is one of our centralist
Policies. I think it all depends on how
people face up to centralism. The Federal
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2overnment agrees with co-operation be-
-ween the States. Will anyone suggest that
,he present educational programmne put
nto operation by the Federal Government
s wrong? It is not so long ago that the
)revious Prime Minister (Mr. McMahon)
;aid on television that these are the things
ie should have done. He said, "We should
iave had comprehensive inquiries conduct-
td into education and we should have with-
Irawn our troops from Vietnam", and a
wimber of other things.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do You agree
,hat the Federal Government's policies are
icting to the detriment of State Govern-
nents so much so that they are reducing
them to the level of local governments?

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: As Premier of
,he State Mr. Tonkin has a perfect right
'ao lead the State Parliamentary Labor
Party and as a member of the Australian
Labor Party he has a right to make a
;tatenient on any subject he desires. I1
fully endorse the policy of the Federal
Labor Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: And I have a
perfect right to ask you whether you
agree with him.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: I do not, I have
just said I do not.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: And I have a
perfect right to an answer.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Leader of
the Opposition has it. I fully endorse the
policies of the Federal Labor Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
not agreeing with Mr. Tonkin?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You do not
agree with Mr. Tonkin?

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: I do not know
how far I must go to convince members of
the Opposition but I have gone as far as
I intend to go.

The Hon. 1. 0. Mcdcalf:- You are a
centralist, too.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: I am a centralist
"one" not "two".

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: That is what
I wanted to establish.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Mr. Dans has
convinced me of that. There is no doubt
at all.

The Hon. D. K. VANS: I convinced the
Leader of the Opposition some time ago
and this is not the first time Mr. Medcalf
has suggested this.

The Hon. 1. 0. Mecalf: It is the first
time you have admitted it.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: What we think
and how we approach centralism-a term
which we did not coin-are two different
matters.

The Hon. I. 0. Medealt: You have
adopted it.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: They are two
different matters, because I am con-
vinced-indeed, I know-that the proposi-
tion members of the Opposition have put
to the people on centralism is not what we
anticipate and not as it will operate.

The Hon. 1. 0. Medealf: Not quite as
centralist as yours, you mean.

The lion. D. K. DANS: Do better than
that! For the life of me I make no
apologies for it. Many people in the
Labor Party have varying views on a
number of subjects. That is my view. I
agree with the national policy by a
national Government which is leading our
people, as a nation. I do not think the
policies we espouse will limit or do away
with the powers of State Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Mr. Tonkin
does.

The Hon. D. K. IDAMS: The Leader of
the Opposition would do better if he were
to ask Mr. Tonkin that. I am making
this speech, not Mr. Tonkin.

T'he Hon. 1. 0. Medcalt: You disagree
with Mr. Tonkin, do you?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You dis-
agree with Mr. Whitlam, too.

The H-on. D. K. DANS: Do I? I have
made the statement and I do not intend to
make it again.

The H-on. Olive Griffiths:- Mr. Dana does
not agree with anyone.

The lion. D. K. lALNS: It is the Policy
and intention of the Opposition to mis-
lead and confuse the Australian people.

The H-on. 1. 0. Medcalf: Your policy!
The Hon. D. K. DAMS: Let me make the

point again: I do not think this Chamber
should be used as a forum to attack the
policies of the Federal Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do not make
me laugh.

The Ron- D. K. VANS: I will state it
once again: I do not think this Chamber
should be used as a forum to attack the
policies of the Federal Government. I
am proud of the policies which the Federal
Government is putting into operation. I
said, by way of interjection, that before
three years are up we will have the finest
social welfare service operating in Austra-
lia apart. from a whole host of other
benefits.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: In Australia?

The Han. D. K. DANS: I amn sorry, I
should have said "in1 the world".

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: What are the
other benefits?

The Hon. V. J. Perry: A host of daf-
fodils.

The Hon. X0. K. DAMS: I reject eonm-
pletely the idea that speaker after speaker
should rise to his feet in this Chamber
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and attempt to attack facets of Federal
Policy when the people who make that
policy are not available to answer those
attacks.

The Ron. 0. C. MacKinnon: Yes they
are. it is also your policy by your owfl
admission.

The Hon. W. Rt. Withers: And rubber
stamped by the State.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You are
obliged to support it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The H-on. G. C. MacKinnon: You told

us You supported it.
The Hon, D. K. DANS: We have two

platforms and Mr. MacKinnon should
know this because he is such an expert on
our ideology.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I have
never professed to be.

The Hon. D. K. lAilS: Quite an expert!I
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: That is

part of your policy of personal attack.
You say it often enough and it is likely
to be believed.

The Hon. Di. K. flAiS: I know who uses
the Goebbelian ideas of the late Dr.
Goebbels. If a term such as "centralism"
is used often enough everybody believes
there is centralism. Also, everything is
prefaced by the word "socialism". I1 would
not mind if there were a little more social-
ism abroad. In looking at our policies I
find that all Labor Party policies, whether
Federal or State, are geared to market
economies.

The H-on. W. R. Withers; Did You sOY
"Marxist economies"?

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: We would expect
that.

The Hon. U. K. DANS: I will forget that
interjection. I said "market"-"niarket".
I wish to go back to only one point. I
completely reject the suggestion that we
have got rid of our former allies and
friends. The recent visit of the Prime
Minister to the United States and tbe
commonwealth conference at Ottawa pub-
licly demonstrated to the world that, al-
though we intend to take an independent
and national line, we also intend to keep
old traditions and ties going, but not on
the basis of being a nation subjective to
another nation but on the basis of being
a partner-and an equal partner, at that.

I reject the proposition that we have
entered into pacts and alliances with new
allies. It simply is not true. We have
certainly established new diplomatic ties.
We have certainly endeavoured to make
new trade pacts. We have certainly en-
deavoured to ensure that the whole of the
Australian wheat crop is sold. We have
certainly endeavoured, by sensible Com-
monwealth leadership, to ensure that a
reasonable price Is obtained for our iron

ore. We have certainly removed the dif-
ference between the price of Queensland
coal and the price of New South Wales
coal-a difference which was slowly but
surely breaking the colliery owners in New
South Wales.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: And thrown
away our trade with Taiwan?

The Hon. Di. K. DANS: And thrown
away our trade with Taiwan! If members
of the Opposition were to take the trouble
to find out they would learn that people
with wheat and other commodities, such as
wool and steel to sell, were quite prepared
to make that sacrifice.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I do not
think it was necessary.

The Hon. D. K. lAilS: I think that in
the not-too-distant future it may well be
possible to renegotiate further trade pacts
with Taiwan. We would have seemed a
hopeless nation, after President Nixon's
move to establish friendly relations with
China by his visit to that country, had we
sat on the sidelines and done nothing.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I could
not agree more.

The Hon. D. K. flAiS: I am sure that
no-one in Australia today is unhappy about
the diplomatic relations which have been
re-established with China which, in the
final analysis, will prove of benefit not
only to Australia but also to the peace
and prosperity of the Asian region in
which we live. We must establish the fact
that we can no longer go on our way by
joining in military pacts and alliances
which have the effect of driving the Asian
people away from us. Our future lies in
Asia and it will lie mainly in promoting
friendly ties based on peace, friendship,
and trade.

I hope this Chamber sees fit to carry
the Supply Bill and allow the present Gov-
ernment to run its term.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[8.09 p.m.]: The measure before the H-ouse
is simply one flimsy piece of paper but it
is an extremely important piece of paper
because, if the measure is passed by this
Parliament, it will provide the finance for
the Government of this State to continue
in office and service the needs of the State.
Undoubtedly, the legislation has engen-
dered a great deal of public interest in
recent weeks as to what will be the fate
of the measure.

I say here and now that I believe the
people of this State no longer have confi-
dence in the Labor Government. I venture
to suggest that over the last 21 years the
State has been running on its own momen-
tum. I go further and say that the present
Government has been losing friends like a
ehook loses feathers in a thunderstorm.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We will see in
six months.
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The Hon, V, J. FERRY: Anl old Danish
proverb, I believe, goes something like
this-

He who follows a wild duck wanders
for a long time before finding an
ostrich feather.

The Hon. FL. Thompson: I heard that
on T.V. the other night.

The Ron. V. J. PERRY: It was not on
T.V. that I heard it, but I believe it can
be applied to the performance of the
present Government which is wandering
hither and thither and making excuses for
its shortcomings.

Only last week I stood in this Chamber
and criticised the Government-justifiably
so, I believe-for Its performance with
particular reference to its handling and
lack of understanding of the Road Main-
tenance (Contribution) Act, which is comn-
mnonly known as road maintenance tax. As
a result of the mishandling of the finances
associated with the roads in this State we
are confronted with what I consider to be
panic legislation. This House dealt with
that legislation in part last week and the
debate will be resumed in a continuing
saga when the measure comes forward on
the notice paper in due time.

When I spoke to that measure I quoted
the waffling utterances made by the Pre-
mier and I will not go through them again.
Members do not have to take only my
word for this. Anybody can read Hansard
and see that the Premier contradicted
himself on several occasions in another
place. These contradictions are recorded
in Hansard. For that reason, no-one has
to take only my word for this.

The present Government has failed to
protect people who go about their legiti-
mate business. It has failed to protect
them from the bullying tactics of some
unionists and some unions. This is a fact
of life and, again, no-one has to take
my word alone for this; it is only neces-
sary to ask the People affected by the
action. Indeed, the media have brought
to the notice of the people the tactics em-
ployed by the Transport Workers' Union
which, by now, is well known for those
tactics.

The Ron. R. Thompson: Had you been
in Government you would not have been
able to do more than we have done.

The Hon, V. J. FERRY: The present
Government did nothing and, consequently.
any action by another Government would
have been an improvement. The present
Government took no action whatsoever to
protect the rights of anl individual to go
about his lawful legitimate business with-
out being exposed to intimidatory tactics
by certain unionists. The Government
stands condemned for not protecting the
rights of the people to earn their liveli-

hood. These actions happen to have
affected some of the People whom I have
the privilege to represent.

Another action which deserves to be
mentioned is the closure of the port of
Busselton last year. The closure was, in
fact, gazetted in the Government Gazette
by the Government without prior consulta-
tion with anyone in the Busselton district.
There was not even a courtesy telephone
call to the Busselton Shire Council to
advise that authority that the Government
intended to close the port. Irrespective
of the merits of whether the port should
remain open or be closed, surely a
Government must liaise with the local
authority for the area in particular-to
say nothing, of course, about the waterside
workers registered for that port. We hear
a great deal said by supporters of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party to the effect that the
party looks after the workers. I can
assure members of the Government that
what I was told by my constituents in the
Busselton area indicates without any doubt
that they felt let down by the action of
the Government in closing the port with-
out prior consultation with people in the
area or without a proper assessment of the
situation.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How many ships
had been into the port during the previous
two years?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I shall refer to
comments made by Miss Elliott when she
spoke last night. Miss Elliott mentioned
a number of projects which, in her opinion,
had been established or expanded in this
State as a result of the present Govern-
ment's actions. She gave quite a number
but I do not propose to read them out.
I suggest miss Elliott is under a misappre-
hension because it is apparent she did not
understand that these were, in fact, in the
pipeline, if not already established, under
the Administration of the Previous Gov-
ment.

One example given by Miss Elliott was
Alwest, but that project is nothing new.
She went on to say that this Government
had a wonderful record of success in de-
centralisation. Had she been fair she
would also have acknowledged that this
Government has had some failures. In-
deed it has had failures, and I refer to one
in particular-the establishment, and the
manner of establishment, of the Manjiinup
Canning Co-operative. On a number of
occasions in this H-ouse members have
heard me question the facts in regard to
the establishment of this enterprise. I
would like to say immediately-let no-one
be under a misapprehension-that I
do want a Canning factory in the south-
west. I always have done, I have always
supported the industry in Its endeavours
to establish a viable manufacturing con-
cern to can the natural produce of the
south-west region.
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I hope the enterprise will succeed, but
the way the Government has tried to as-
sist has had the very apposite effect. The
Manjlmup Canning Co-operative, as it is
now, was established just after this Gov-
ernment took office with a great flourish
of trumpets heralding a master stroke in
decentralisation. I have said before, and
I repeat: in my opinion it was a
badly based project. The research mater-
ial which was available to the people mak-
ing the decisions showed clearly that it
would be an undertaking of grave com-
mercial doubt. Its viability was definitely
in question.

The Government ignored the good ad-
vice of the people with the knowledge
about commercial enterprise, and It chose
to establish the cannery purely for politi-
cal purposes. The Government called it
decentralisation-like an ostrich, the Gov-
ernment put its head in the sand.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Where did your
Government intend to establish the can-
nery?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The previous
Government nurtured this plan for many
years.

The Hon. R. Thompson: But where was
it to be established?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: At Manjirnup.
Certainly not in the manner it was estab-
lished by this Government.

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: Certainly not
at a $1,500,000 cost to the taxpayer.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Without taking
UP too much time, I would like to refer
very quickly to a report in The West Aus-
tralian of the 15th February, 1973.- The
report is headed, "Dept. disagreed on can-
nery plan", and it read--

The Agriculture Department did not
agree with recommendations to set up
a fruit cannery at Manjimup.

The disagreement was mentioned in
a Minority report made early in 1971
with the recommendations of the co-
operative fruit cannery study commit-
tee, which investigated the proposal
for the then Department of Industrial
Development,

The Government established and suppor-
ted this Particular Project in spite of good
sound advice from the Department of Ag-
riculture. I would like to again refer to a
leader article in The West Australian of
the same date. It is headed, "Cannery
doubts", and it goes on to say that doubts
exist for good reason, of course, more
recently, The West Australian of June
of this year had this to say-

The State Government faces the risk
of an erosion of public confidence in
attempts at decentralisation because
of the financial troubles of the Manji-
mup fruit and vegetable cannery.

The report continues--
The troubles of the cannery are dis-

appointing in view of optimistic fore-
casts, made as recently as three months
ago, that better expertise and in-
Proved plant would put it on a profit-
able basis.

And it further says--
Another is that such projects should

be thoroughly researched at the out-
set and the taxpayer (whose money is
at risk) should be made aware of the
hazards and expectations.

The Minister for Development and De-
centralisation (Mr, Taylor) is quoted in
The West Australian early in June of this
year. He commented on the Manjimup
Canning Co-operative and said that he had
called for a departmental inquiry and a
full report on the cannery. He went on to
say that he was very worried about It. I
should think he would be, as Minister for
Development and Decentralisation, The
whole south-west region Is worried about
the success of this venture because we do
need this Industry established on a viable
footing. The article in question mentions,
and correctly so I believe, that the cannery
was initially a $275,000 project with grow-
er contribution of about $30,000. The
article concludes as follows-

..,the cannery has been a suspect
venture and a gamble by the State
Government from the start,

The Agriculture Department did not
agree with the recommendation to set
up the cannery.

I mention this In the House tonight to show
that the Labor Government has taken
certain actions for political expediency. I
wish to refer to questions 1 asked in this
House last year. On the 2nd August, 1972,
I asked the following question-

Is the Government satisfied that the
Co-operative will now be capable of
functioning successfully without fur-
ther demands f or financial assistance?

The reply to that part of the question was
as follows--

The Government Is satisfied that the
reorganisation programme, coupled
with the engagement of a top-line
cannery manager on a full-time basis,
will enable the cannery to increase its
efficiency and throughput sufficiently
to lead it to a profitable operating
basis. It is not expected that there
will be any further need for guarantees
f or long term finance. Working capital
secured on current stocks and debtors
will remain a normal operating re-
quirement.

Here is a categorical statement. The Gov-
ernment says it is not expected there will
be any further need in regard to guarantees
for long-term finance. That was In Aug-
ust, 1972.

The Ron. F. D. Wlllmott: A different
story In August, 1973.
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The Hon. V. J. PERRY: Some three
months after that, on the 15th November,
1972, 1 asked a further question in this
regard. As part of the question I asked-

- is the Government still confident
(as expressed in its reply of the 2nd
August, 1972) that there will be no
need for further Government guaran-
tees for long term finance?

The answer to that was an emphatic "Yes",
In other words, the Government reaffirmed
its opinion that there would be no need
for further finance. Of course, we have
the situation today that the Minister for
Development and Decentrailsatlon is seek-
Ing iniormation-if he has not already re-
ceived it and I asked a question today in
tis House-Irom a departmental commit-
tee which lie has apparently set up already
to investigate the operations of this can-
nery. However, I want to say that at this
stage it is rather late in a commercial en-
terprise to attempt to put it on a sound
basis. It can be done, and I hope it will be
done, but I fear the damage has already
occurred, and I refer now to the confidence
of the growers who supply the raw mater-
ials to the cannery. Borne are still confi-
dent; I know most are hopeful, but there
Is a great deal of doubt in the minds of the
people who are trying to make this work.
They wonder whether it will in fact work.

If the Government is endeavouring to
attract confidence, raw materials, financial
support, and goodwill, there Is only one way
to do this, and it should have been done at
the start. The Government must accept
the advice of people who know and then It
should say that the cannery will start on
certain conditions as a commercial enter-
prise or alternatively that it will not start
at all at this point of time. One cannot
play politics in a commercial undertaking.
Politics have no part In profitability in
dollars and cents. Political endeavours
cannot be hidden-it is elementary, that
they will come out In the bookkeeping.

The Government's anxiety to achieve
political capital by establishing something
in the Manjimup area-in the electorate of
the Minister for Agriculture-is under-
standable but I believe it Is deserving of
censure when it establishes something
which will have the opposite effect to the
Government's intention. It will under-
mine the confidence of a region which de-
finitely needs to establish this industry for
the benefit of the producers over a long
period of time. I use this instance as an
example to illustrate that this Government
deserves censure.

I will now return to more specific mat-
ters in connection with the Supply Bill.
Since taking office early in 1971, the Gov-
ernment has pleaded with the people to
give it a go. It has, with desperate en-
deavours, continued to offer excuses for
its shortcomings. During the life of the
Government over some 2f years, the Cab-
inet has been reshuffled on no fewer than

four occasions. I know there were reaL-
sons for this, and I for one believe that
Cabinet reshuffles should be made if the
reasons for doing so are sound. In
other words, if there is a legitimate rea-
son for reshuffling it must be done. How-
ever, let us face facts; there have been
four Cabinet reshuffles in 23Y years. The
Government now cries. "Let us see out our
three-year term. Give us a go," My good-
ness, the electors of this State, as shown
at the Federal elections in December and
the Eunbury and Balcatta by-elections,
have shown which way this Government
should go! It has lost the confidence of
the electors at large-there is no doubt
about that. It is abundantly clear to
me that the A.LP. doctrines--the big
brother attitude, the socialistic and inter-
national communistic touch, the feeble
excuses, the "jobs for the boys"-are no
longer acceptable to the people of this
State. The Government cries for mercy
to this House to pass the Supply Bill to
enable it to live. It says "Let us play with
our toy for a term of three years." This is
really, "Let us play and toy with the State
for three years", and that Is tantamount
to toying with the people of this State.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I think you
have been playing with your toys too much.

The Hon. V. J, PERRY:, I would like to
quote one weakness in the performance of
the Government and that is in regard to
education. As we all know, education is
a very fruitful area of endeavour and a
subject open to comment by many people.
Prior to the last general election, the ques-
tion of education was indeed a subject of
great moment. People were making all
sorts of projections as to the best course
to take in regard to education in Western
Australia. I believe I will not be chal-
lenged if I quote from the Labor Party's
policy speech for the 1971 State elections.
This speech was delivered by the now
Premier (The Hon. J. T. Tonkin) and it
put forward his party's policies for the
election held on Saturday, the 20th Feb-
ruary, 1971.

On the very first page the following ap-
pears--

Because education is of such vital
importance and the need great to give
weight to representations to the Com-
monwealth Government for additional
funds to be made available to the
States, it is proposed that the Premier
will assume the education Portfolio.

Further, on page 8, under the heading
of "Education" this appears in the first
paragraph-

As already indicated it is proposed
that the Premier will be the Minister
in control of this department.

Because of the importance of education,
because of his promises in regard to edu-
cation, and because he felt that the
people would fall for the three card trick
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by his guiding the portfolio of Education,
the Premier took over that portfolio for a
brief period. In the previous Government
the Minister for Education was The Hon.
E. H. M. Lewis, M.L.A. Naturally, when
the Labor Government took office a new
Minister had to be appointed and im-
mediately the Education portfolio was as-
sinned by The Hon- J. T. Tonkin, M.L.A.
That was in March, 1971. Despite the
promise he made in his policy speech and
the platform that was printed, in May,
1971, The Hon. T. D. Evans, M.L.A., was
given the portfolio of Education by the
Premier. By doing so the Premier negated
the promise he made to the people of Wes-
tern Australia that he would guide the
portfolio of Education. Admittedly, the
Premier has the right to hand that port-
folio over to another Minister in his Cabi-
net, but I believe that in his election
speech he led the People astray by saying
that he would take over this important
portfolio and guide it himself.

I say here and now that I do not intend
to make any detrimental statement
against any Minister-I am referring
particularly to Mr. Dolan-because I am
speaking of the office and not the person-
alities of those who occupy it as I recog-
nise that these gentlemen are genuine
and sincere when they are handling their
duties. However, it is a fact that in June,
1973, the Portfolio of 'Education was taken
from The Hon. T. fl. Evans, M.L.A., and
passed to The Hon. J. Dolan, M.L.C., the
Leader of this Rouse, and so, In the space
of just over two years the portfolio of
Education has had four Ministers. I will
take this a little further because the Gov-
erniment now pleads, "Let us see out our
term of three years". However, let me
remind the House that, in fact, in :1974
there will be another Minister for Educa-
tion and this will be the fifth in three
years, because as I understand the posi-
tion Mr. Dolan intends to retire and will
not continue as Minister for Education.
Might I say at this point that I wish him
good luck in his retirement.

The fact is that The Hon. J. Dolan will
be retiring and whoever takes over the
Treasury benches in 1974, following the next
State general election, will have to appoint
a new Minister for Education. So In the
course of just over three years the import-
ant portfolio of Education will have had
five Ministers. I do not believe this is a
reasonable Proposition and that. the peo-
ple of Western Australia expected this. I
am sure the educationists did not expect
that five Ministers for Education would
be appointed in three years, and therefore
this Government deserves censure and I
charge the Premier himself with mis-
leading the electorate prior to the last
genera~l election.

I now turn to the role of this House in
passing or rejecting this legislation. I
will not reply to the arguments already

espoused. I am sure that other speakers
will be following me. This House and the
role it plays as part of the legislature in
Western Australia has been, still is, and
will be in the future, under the closest
scrutiny. In fact, it is under severe at-
tack from some people in our community;
particularly from certain people in the
political sphere. As a Liberal Party mem-
ber I wholeheartedly subscribe to the
bicameral system of Government; the two
House system. People have said in the
past, "Thank God for the Legislative
Council" and I want to prove to members
that this saying is ever so true. It is
contrary to the policy of the Australian
Labor Party, because the followers of that
party are quite clear in their determina-
tions, and I might say that I admire their
honesty.

They wish to have this House abolished
and have only one House of Parliament in
this State. Carrying that further, they
wish to have only the House of Represen-
tatives in the national Parliament in Can-
berra. They wish to abolish the Upper
House of the Commonwealth Parliament;
that is, the Senate. They also wish,
eventually, to abolish all State Parliaments
and have only the regions to which they
refer. Therefore, ultimately, we would
finish up with only one House of Parlia-
ment; the H-ouse of Representatives in
Canberra. There would not be any Senate
or any State Parliaments. In doing this
they would extinguish the voice of the
people because there would be no forum
for the people of Australia; there would
be no legitimate forum for the people of
each State.

I believe that the aim of the socialists
is the domination of the whole of Australia
by a bad Puppet Government directed by
policy makers who would not be responsible
to the people. The A.L.P. claims that it
cannot take over the control of the Legis-
lative Council of Western Australia. Might
I suggest to them that if their policies and
doctrines were acceptable to the people
they could win seats in this House in the
same way as the members of any other
party. I would like to confirm this in the
minds of members by mentioning that
there are a number of members in this
House who in fact belong to different
Parties but who represent the same
Province. We know the public could
well be reminded that there are 30 seats
in this Chamber. There are 15 provinces
throughout Western Australia with two
members representing each province. I
would also remind the electorate at large
that there are instances of a province
being represented by one Liberal member
and one Country Party member. Also, some
provinces are represented by one Liberal
member and one Labor member. I can spe-
cifically refer to Mr. Dolan who represents
the same province as Mr. Clive Griffiths
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who is a Liberal Party member. Mr.
Dolan, a Labor Party member, represents
the same people and the same geographi-
cal area.

Again, the Lower North Province is
represented by Mr. Dellar, a Labor Party
member, and Mr. Berry who is a Liberal
Party member.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I did not think
you were going to give me a guernsey.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I always like
to refer to those members on the front
bench. I also wish to mention the North
Province 'which is represented by Mr.
Hunt, a Labor Party member, and Mr.
Withers who Is a Liberal Party member.
I wish to remind the people of this State
that because of the circumstances at the
last general election these two gentlemen
were elected on the same day by the same
people to represent the same province.
Yet, those people, instead of electing two
Liberal Party members or two Labor Party
members, saw fit to elect Mr. Hunt, a
Labor Party member, and Mr. Withers, a
Liberal Party member who sits on my
right.

This is the way the people have viewed
the situation and if they adhere to their
right to elect any person they so desire
this is to be applauded. I Quote another
instance of a province that is represented
by members of two parties-The Hon.
A. F. Griffith, a Liberal Party member, and
The Hon. Rt. F. Claughton, a Labor Party
member. I continue by quoting the
Upper West Province which is represented
by The H-In. J. Heitman, a Liberal Party
member, and The Hon. L. A. Logan,
a Country Party member. Another
case of a province being represented by
members who belong to different politics)
parties is that of the West Province. The
members representing that province are
The Hon. C. R. Abbey, a Liberal Party
member, and The Hon. F. Rt. White, a
Country Party member. Another example
is the South Province which is represented
by The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth, a Liberal
Party member, and The Hon. J. ML. Thom-
son, a Country Party member.

So it can be seen that this is a true
H-ouse of Review. 1 would suggest that it
is disappointing to me, as a free thinking
member of Parliament, to find that, be-
cause of the rules of the Australian labor
Party, on many occasions there is a reluc-
tance on behalf of Labor members in this
Chamber to enter into the debate on any
question as freely as they may be Inclined
to do.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: That Is a nice
way of expressing it; with reluctance.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: This reluctance
of members to enter readily Into debate is
easy to understand, because I will now
quote what each Labor Party member has

signed. It is the A.L.P. pledge and I quote
the final paragraph of that pledge for the
information of members-

If elected, I will vote on any ques-
tion before the House as decided by
a majority of the Parliamentary Labor
Party in a properly constituted caucus
meeting.

That means that any decision made in
the Caucus room is binding on each Labor
Party member irrespective of bow he would
like to express himself on the public forum
when his statements are under scrutiny
by members of the public and when they
are being recorded by the Hansard staff
most capably So that all the people may
read them if they so desire.

However, when the Australian Labor
Party makes any decision in the Caucus
room, it is binding on each Labor Party
memnber. Therefore I return to the point I
raised earlier; which is, that if we had a
parliamentary system comprising only one
House of Parliament in the Commonwealth
of Australia it would be controlled by out-
side persons not responsible to the people.
This is what the position Would be, because
Labor Party members have no freedom to
express their opinions as decisions are
made for them behind locked doors.
How can Labor members be effective in a
House of review in these circumstances?
It is no wonder they wish to negate their
responsibilities in this manner and say,
"We will have only one House of Parlia-
ment; there is no need for a House of
review".

As my leader, The Hon. A. P. Griffith,
said last evening, it is difficult for the
Government supporters to understand the
Liberal Party philosophy and the freedom
we have to express ourselves. This is true
democracy. Democracy will work only if
people make it work; only if they are pre-
pared to work hard at it. I am sure some
of the emerging nations, including some
of the African nations, will find it most
difficult to establish democracy in their
countries because it has to be made to
work, and if people are reluctant to make
it work, it will niot work. It is a question
of give and take.

I also wish to quote the statement which
appears on another page of this pamphlet
Issued by the Australian Labor Party. I
believe it is one of Its official publications.
That statement reads as follows--

"The greatest menace to freedom Is
an inert people . . . the path of safety
lies in the opportunity to discuss freely
supposed grievances and proposed
remedies, and the fitting remedy for
evil counsels is good ones."

How can the supporters of that party be
so hypocritical as to make decisions out-
side Parliament and then enter the Par-
lia ment and have those decisions binding
upon themn irrespective of their personal
views? That is absolute hypocrisy.
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I believe, in the light of the performance
of this Government, that it is a very poor
Government and, by 'way of excuse, one
hears from time to time the remark, "But
of course, they were out of office for 12
years; they were inexperienced; they are
new; give them a go". I would like to
remind the members of this House that the
Premier has been in this State Parliament
for some 40 years.

Is that inexperience? I would also re-
mind the House that The Hon. H. E.
Graham, who recently saw fit to resign and
take the post as Chairman of the Licensing
Court of this State, served for 30 years;
and he was Deputy Premier.

So 'we have a, Government beaded by a
Premier of some 40 years' standing and,
up to a few months ago, a Deputy Premier
of some 30 years' standing. I ask again, is
this Inexperience? The Government's con-
tention just does not hold water, and it is
merely making ineffectual excuses.

If these gentlemen cannot mould a Min-
Istry and act responsibly or get the best
out of the Cabinet and lead the Gov-
ernment. as they should, they do not deserve
to be In office. The electors of Western
Australia are accordingly saying to them-
selves-and this is being repeated quite
frequently-that the Government deserves
to be removed from the Treasury benches.

But now we find the Government plead-
Ing and saying, "Let us stay here for our
three years; give us our Supply Bill." On
the other hand it takes every opportunity
to denigrate this House while at the same
time pleading with us to give it the oppor-
tunity to stay In office for three years and
no more.

The last general election was held on
the 20th February, 1971. While this Gov-
ernment may well be given supply and be
allowed to stay for a three-year term, I
would request the Premier and his Gov-
ernment to Inform this House-as I am
sure the Leader of the House will when he
replies to the Leader of the Opposition In
due course-that the election will be held
on a certain date. I believe the Govern-
ment Is morally bound to do this If It Is
granted supply; it is morally bound to
name the date of the next general election
after It has been In office three years and
no more. That is all the Government Is
pleading for; to remain in office for three
years.

if the Government is genuine in saying
that it wishes to govern for the three years
for which it was elected, it should say "We
have had our three years; we have prom-
ised you an election and this is the
date." It should tcll the members of thi's
House what it proposes to do. The public
will demand an early election for the
reasons I have espoused and the people will
decide the Government they require; the
Government they would like to have for
the following three-year period.

As a member of this House of Review-
and there is no doubt that It Is a House of
Review; the debate on the Supply Bill has
shown that to be true; It has acted in its
own right and made up its own mind-I
desire to make my position very clear,
despite the criticism we read in the news-
papers either from certain journalists or
from people who make contients to the
paper inadvisedly, I believe this Chamber
is a true House of Review and I hope it
endures.

If this Bill is passed it will be a lesson
to all who have sought to criticise the
Legislative Council. The passing of the
Bill will be a monument to democracy in
this State. As a free-thinking liberal I
challenge the Government and call upon
it to name the date of the election.

THE HON. G. IV. BERRY (Lower
North) [8.49 p.m.]; I rise on this occasion
because I do not want the opportunity
to pass without my giving the House
another episode of that exciting saga en-
titled "Will We Get a Stable Water Supply
in the Carnarvon Area?" I will take myself
back to the Address-ti-Reply debate and
quote parts of it. I said-

I was told that a submission had
been made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, not to build a dam in the
Gascoyne River, but to use a system
of acqulfers. in the river bed to draw
upon them and join them into a pipe-
line to extend some 42 miles up the
Gascoyne River.

So a dam was not to be built by the
Government; but it was promised if it was
feasible. I understand that the word was
being spread prior to the election that if
the Labor Party were elected to Govern-
ment It would build a dam in the Gascoyne
River if this were feasible. it was feasible
but it was considered to be too costly, so
the matter of the dam was shelved and an-
other scheme was brought into being; a
scheme that would give the stability I have
been trying to achieve ever since I have
been a member of this House. On Wednes-
day, the 18th April, 1973, 1 asked a question
of the Leader of the H-ouse. To refresh the
memory of the members of the House I
will read the question I asked and the
answer that I received. They are as
follows--

(1) With reference to paragraph 5 of
the article in the Northern Times
dated the 23rd November, 1972,
which stated under the headlines
"Major Water Conservation
Scheme for Carnarvon", that "The
estimated cost of this 'work is $5
million and a submission has al-
ready been made to the Common-
wealth for financial assistance to
enable the project to be completed
in the shortest possible tlme" -on
what date was-
(a) the submission made; and
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(h) the acknowledgement receiv-
ed from the Commonwealth
Government?

(2) Has any decision been made by
the Commonwealth Government?

(3) If not, is there any indication
when a decision might be made?

T'he Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) (a) A submission entitled "Water

Supply at Carnarvon. and the
Gascoyne Irrigation Area"
was submitted to the Com-
monwealth Government on
28th September, 1972, for
inclusion in the National
Water Resources Develop-
ment Programme.
TMe submission included
Geological, Agricultural and
Engineering reports but addi-
tional information to provide
an economic analysis of irri-
gated agriculture in the Gas-
coyne area was required.
The economic analysis will be
completed In May, 1973 and
forwarded to the Common-
wealth Government to enable
the project to be considered
further.

(b) Apart tram verbal confirmna-
tion from the Commonwealth
Government, no acknow-
ledgement has been received.

(2) No.
(3) Na.

on Wednesday, the 8th August, I1 asked
the following question of the Leader of
the House-

(1) Has any decision been made by
the Commonwealth Government
regarding the State's request for
financial assistance to stabilise
Carnarvon water supplies?

(2) If so. what is the decision?
(3) If not, when can the decision be

expected?
The reply was as follows--

(1) NO.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) No estimation of the date of S.

decision can be made at this stage.
The Commonwealth Government
has requested an environmental
impact statement which is in
course of preparation and is
expected to be forwarded within a
month.

As I1 have already said, the original sub-
mission was made on the 28th September,
1972, in place of the undertaking given,
as I understand it, by the Government
when it was seeking the support of the
people that the water situation in the
Carnarvon area would be solved if it were
feasible to build a dam on the Gascoyne.

Now, almost 12 months after the submis-
sion was made. we are still having to furn-
ish further information to the Common-
wealth Government before a final decision
can be reached. At the present rate of
progress I doubt very much if a decision
will be reached before the present Govern -
ment's term of office expires.

This year, of course, was going to be
an extremely critical one, as was last year,
because during the summer season the
river did not flow and it was not until
late in the year when severe restrictions
were being implemented that the river
flowed; and, once again, the situation is
such that -we will again last until Christ-
mas, and we will hope the river flows
again during the next cyclone season. 'This
Is the 14th year in succession that the
river has flowed and on an average the
records show that it does not flow approx-
imately once in every five years.

Accordingly, very shortly we will be in
a situation where the river will not flow
and then we will have a calamity in the
area. I would have thought the Govern-
ment would be prosecuting this cause -with
the utmost energy in an endeavour to see
that the situation was solved before this
calamity occurred: because if the work is
not started and the money Is not forth-
coming to get the work under way, your
guess, Sir, will be as good as mine as to
what will happen in the Carnarvon area.

As we all know, in Western Australia
water Is probably our most precious min-
eral. I have said this before when the
late Mr. Matt Ellis, the Government geol-
ogist, met us in Carnarvon 23 years ago.
On that occasion he said at a meeting
which I attended that we should not be
worrying about oil and minerals that we
appear to be so anxious to find-at that
time Wapet was searching in the Rough
Range area-but that we should be con-
centrating our efforts on ensuring that the
State had more water. From memory that
was in about 1950.

Many years have pased since then and
the Gascoyne River is still as it was at
that time: nothing has been done apart
from work that was undertaken by the
previous Government and carried on by the
present Government in connection with a
pilot scheme with a view to eventually,
when the major works are undertaken,
supplying the area with water.

Up to date, however, there is no guaran-
tee of this, and I ask the Government will
it please get busy and see that the money
is available to enable the water scheme
to get under way as soon as possible be-
fore the river does not flow.

On every occasion I have been able to
do so and when the opportunity has arisen,
I have risen to my feet to bring this matter
before the House and before the Govern-
ments which have been here. I have lived
in hope that I will one day see a solution
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to the problem which I have endeavoured
to present before this Parliament and
prosecute with my best endeavours on
every occasion that was possible. I say that
the promises made by the present Govern-
ment, regarding a solution to the problem
of water supplies in the Gascoyne area,
are not good enough.

THE HON. .1. HEIThAN (Upper West)
[9.00 p.m.]: I will not talk at great length
tonight but on this occasion I want to let
the people whom I represent know that I
am not happy with the Government;, I
am not happy with the way it has carried
on since It has been in office.

I have always been interested In local
government and this week I asked a ques-
tion regarding the shortage of money
which is being experienced by the shires.
The shires, because of the shortage of
money, are facing problems In trying to
keep men gainfully employed. I came
across an article published in the Press on
the 22nd June, 1973, which throws some
light on what is happening with regard to
the shortage of finance available to local
government. Everyone knows that we rely,
to a great extent, on Federal roads aid
grants to finance certain road works
throughout our State.

During the last four-year period, of the
current agreement, local authorities have
licensed vehicles within their areas and re-
tained $4 per vehicle, and sent the balance
of the money to a central authority. That
money has then been matched and return-
ed at so much each month. It seems, from
the Press article to which I have referred,
that an excuse Is being offered that a lesser
number of vehicles are being licensed. it
seems that a greater number of motor
cycles and smaller cars are being licensed
and, therefore, less finance is available for
country shires. I consider that one would
need to be pretty weak-minded to swallow
that one. At the present time more cars
are being sold in country areas than has
Previously been the case. When farmers
receive a reasonable price for their wool,
or when they have a. good wheat harvest,
they are good spenders and I know that
many new cars have been licensed in
country areas.

I have noted that the amount of money
available to country shires has been re-
duced by $465,000. It seems the Govern-
ment considers that licence fee revenue
belongs to the Government. However, this
source of finance, over the years, has pro-
vided road funds for local shires through-
out the State.

It is well known that money Is made
available under a five-year plan. During
the current five-year plan a proportion of
the money from each shire was to be
matched by the Government and returned
to the Particular district. The same
applies to metropolitan districts. That
matching money was to finance road works.

If the amount of money to be made avail-
able to country shires is to be reduced by
$465,000 during the next financial year it
will be impossible for many shires to gain-
fully employ the usual number of men on
their staffs.

It is a sad matter when this sort of thing
happens. I know that the Federal Govern-
ment has made money avail able In an
attempt to overcome unemployment In
country districts. However, the men em-
ployed under those conditions are not gain-
fully employed; they are cleaning up
streets and Painting halls. As long as they
sign an unemployment form they can be
employed on that sort of work but it Is not
the type of work most of these men have
been used to doing. The men concerned
are not actually working on the dole, but
are next door to it.

I do not consider that is the way to
overcome unemployment. The right pro-
cedure would have been for the Federal
Government to make the money available
to the State Government which, in turn,
could have distributed it to the shires to
include In local programmes. Additional
men could then be employed.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: There are
many cases where men are gainfully em-
ployed.

The Hon. J. HEITMANi: And I know
of many cases where the money which has
been sent to the various shires is not being
gainfully used.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I1 disagree
with you.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The honourable
member should get around the country.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I do. iust as
much as you do.

The Hon. J. HEfl'MAN: I say there are
better ways of spending the money and
employing men.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I disagree with
You: the men, in many cases, are better
employed than they were previously.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: If the money
were made available to the shires they
could plan their programmes and employ
people throughout the year. If money is
made available to ease unemployment over
a short period it does not have the same
effect.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee; It is better
than unemployment, which was the case
before the money was made available.

The Hon. J1. HEITMLAN. I grant the hion-
ourable member that it is better than un-
employment.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: I visit many
shires and I find that they are grateful
for the money.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN, I agree that the
shires are grateful for the money. How-
ever, the men employed are carrying out
Jobs which they normally would not do.
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The Ron. W. F. Wrniesee: What about
the fellow who hands out cards?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: if the money
was made available to the shires on a
different basis they would be able to plan
ahead, and would not have to do these
things at five minutes' notice.

The Hon. W. F, Willesee: But this was
an emergent situation.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I know it was
an emergent situation, but I will not be
told that the unemployment developed
suddenly.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: The Shire of
Morawa. was most thankful for the aid,

The Hon. 3. HEITMAN: The financial
situation in most shires is so bad, under
this Government, that they are only too
pleased to receive the aid. Let us admit
that.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: You are out of
touch with reality.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: We will see
who Is out of touch a little later. Mr.
Medealt referred to what was happening
with regard to Federal authorities, and he
mentioned a new scheme under which
local authorities would set up regions and
obtain their finance from the Federal
Government, The representatives of the
regions would go to the Grants Comnmis-
sion and beg for finance. I have heard
the Minister for Local Government claim
that the regions will receive a consider-
able sum of money and that Most finan-
cial troubles will be overcome. I hope he is
right.

Last Tuesday week I attended the Uni-
versity of W.A. and listened to a lecture
delivered by Professor Reid on this par-
ticular aspect. Quite a number of mem-
bers attended the lecture and I thought I
would have seen the Minister for Local
Government there.

Professor Reid explained to us exactly
what would happen under the pro-
posed Federal Government scheme. I
might mention that the Act has been
passed in Canberra. The scheme was ex-
plained to us in detail.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Is the hon-
ourable member referring to the Grants
Commission?

The Hon. J. HEITMvAN: Yes. It would
have done the Minister some good to hear
the lecture.

The Mon. Rt. Thompson: He knows about
the scheme already.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: When Profes-
sor Reid had explained the whole scheme,
he went to work and meticulously pulled
it to pieces. Of course, I have always had
doubts about such a set-up. At the con-
clusion of Professor Reid's remarks a
panel was formed which included Mr. Bert
White and-when I look at Mr. Olive

Griffhths I am dubious about mentioning
the second Person-the Manager of the
State Housing Commission, Mr. MacKenzie.

in my opinion we would be better to
use the State Parliament in Western Aus-
tralia to distribute money to local authori-
ties throughout Western Australia. I1 ask:
Why cannot the Federal Government use
the set-up which we have at present?

The Minister for Community Welfare
has already told us that the Shire of
Morawa was very pleased to receive some
additional funds to combat unemployment.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is what
the President of the Shire told me.

The Hon. J1. HEITMAN: Yes; all the
shires are short of money and all the shire
presidents would say the same thing. How-
ever, would it not be better for the Federal
Government to hand the money to the
State Governments so that they could dis-
tribute it to the country shires? The
country shires could then plan ahead in-
stead of having to go to Canberra and
beg for money.

The Hon. R, Thompson: Does the
honourable member not know the method
by which the shires receive special grants?
The money is made available through the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority here
in Perth.

The H-on. J. HEITMAN: I know. How-
ever, this State has got away from the
Grants Commission so why should local
governing authorities have to return to
that system? There are a total of 990
shires throughout Australia and they will
be formed into regions. The representa-
tives of those regions will have to go to
Canberra and put up a ease in order to
get some money.

The Hion. R. Thompson: We are talking
about different matters.

The H-on. J. HEITMAN~: I do not think
the minister knows what I am talking
about.

The I-on. Rt. Thompson: You do not
seem to know the feeling of the local
shires.

The Hon. JT. HEITMAN: 'The honour-
able member should ask some of those who
listened to Professor Reid recently.

The Hon. H. Thompson: Which way did
they vote?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The honour-
able member knows. They voted for a
further detailed inquiry into the whole
set-up did they not?

The I-on. Rt. Thompson: You are telling
the story.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I am answering
a lot of interjections which are not very
helpful. Although the member opposite
has a lot to say on this matter he knows
very little about it,
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The Hon. R. Thompson: I am satisfied
you do not know,

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: We can all learn.
The Hon. R. Thompson: You should talk

to the local authorities.
The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I have talked

to them, as Z do every year, and I can tell
the honourable member that not too many
of them will be happy to go to Canberra
and battle for extra finance.

I am sorry the Ministers were not
Present to listen to Professor Reid explain
the whole thing.

The Hon. J. Dolan: We still cannot be
in two places at once.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: We were not
sitting that night.

The Hon. RL. H. C. Stubbs: Professor
Reid was present at a convention at Gov-
ernment House and I asked him for a copy
of his speech because I was not able to
attend at the University.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Has the Min-
ister a copy of his speech?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: He said he
would send it to me.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I should have
asked for a copy of it myself. I hope the
minister will read the speech.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I would not
have asked him for it if I did not intend to
read it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: When the Min-
ister has finished reading it perhaps he
will let me have a copy.

I am disappointed in the manner in
which local authorities are being treated
over this particular matter.

I will now go on to education, and living-
away-from-home allowances. Many people
have written to me and said that they
have children whose education they wish
to further, but for whom they have not
been able to get accommodation in hostels.

The Ron. J. Dolan: Where are the
hostels?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Let me continue.
The 'Hon. J. Dolan: You did not say

where the hostels were.
The Hon. J. HEIT'MAN* Swanlea Hostel

is one of them.
The Hon. J. Dolan: They are not con-

trolled by the Government.
The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I know, but

these children could not get into them, so
they had to make other arrangements.
They could not get into the hostels at
Northam, Harvey, or Geraldton, so they
came to Perth and had to pay board at
the women's hostel. They were attending
technical schools to further their educa-
tion because they could not afford to con-
tinue at school for two years to take the
junior or leaving certilicates.

Not long ago, they did not have any
trouble. If a child were coming to Perth to
put in 30 hours a week at a technical
school, a living-away-from -home allow-
ance was Payable; but that seems to have
dried up this year, and only In the last
few weeks has the Commonwealth decided
to continue the allowances.

The Hon. J. Dolan: It was not In the
last few weeks. It is since the 1st January.

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: Not a month
ago, the Commonwealth decided to help
these families out, and the payments were
made retrospective to the 1st January.
This Is another matter which the State
Government has slid out of. It wants to
hand over everything to the Common-
wealth Government. As far as I can see,
the Government of this State is doing its
utmost to have the Commonwealth take
over, lock, stock, and barrel. That does not
suit mie. I am not a centralist. If we are
going to run this country, I think we
should take full responsibility and not hand
everything over to the Commonwealth
Government,

Looking back through the questions
asked In this House, I find that since the
present Government has been in power In
this State it has Increased taxation by
$20,500,000 In the first part of 1971, and by
$30,400,000 for the full year. That is a
great deal of money, yet when It came to
assisting the children from the country who
wanted a living-away-from-home allow-
ance in order to continue with their educa-
tion, that allowance went out. When it
came to road works, $450,000 was chiselled
away from the local authorities. I do not
think that Is fair.

The Government is now asking for a
cool $265,000,000 in order to carry on, yet
It is cutting everything down to the bone.
I know wages and holiday pay have In-
creased, and If the Government had got
away with it there would have been in-
creased pay for sick leave without a
thought to what it would cost the tax-
payers In this State.

Although I intend to vote for the Supply
Bill, it is not because I1 think the Govern-
ment is doing a good job but because I feel
there are ethics even in politics. The Gov-
erment was elected for three years and I
am prepared to vote for supply to give the
Government its three-year term. I would
not like to see the Government carry on
until May. If the Government is prepared
to complete its three years, I will vote for
supply because I think that is the Gov-
erment's right.

THlE HON. R. H. C. STUBBS (South-
East-Minister for Local Government)
r9.19 p.m.]: I think I should straighten
out the situation in regard to assistance to
local government. During my term as Min-
ister for Local Government we have estab-
Ilshed the Local Government Assistance
Fund to the extent of $500,000. This has
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never Previously happened in Western
Australia and has only happened in one
other State of Australia. That fund was
made available in 1971-72 and again in
1972-73. An amount of $378,000 was paid
to councils under a formula designed to
direct the grants to those areas where the
need was greatest; that is, to councils which
obtain less than $1,000 per square mile
of territory in revenue from rates. The re-
mainder of the $500,000 was distributed to
councils which had demonstrated a special
need to the committee established to re-
commend payments from the local Gov-
ernment Assistance Fund. Assistance from
this fund was given for a second year.
I hope it will be available again next year
and that the amount will be even larger.

The Government is already paying
to councils the ruling rate of interest on
rates deferred by pensioners. Councils have
had to wait for years to obtain their money
from the estates of the pensioners. We are
now paying the ruling rate of interest so
that the councils will not lose money. Last
year this amounted to $121,000. which
came from our own Treasury.

In 1972-73 we paid $915,000 in unem-
ployment benefits from our own Treasury.
We also handled Commonwealth money
but I am not including that. In addition,
the rates for bona fie prospectors were re-
duced. We put to the councils a proposi-
tion that they forgo one-third of the ar-
rears and that the prospectors pay one-
third of the arrears.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That was only
because of the increase in lease rents.

The Hon. R. Hf. C. STUJBBS: Yes, but
that was the action we took.

The Hon. J. Heitman: I think you should
have, too.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUJBBS: We are do-
ing something that has never been done
before.

The Hon. J. Heitman: The rates have
never been so high before.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Every year
since the annual conference of Ministers
for Local Government in 1962, the Prem-
iers of the States have made application
to the Commonwealth for funds, but a deaf
ear has been turned to them. Neither Sir
Robert Menzies, Mr. Gorton, nor Mr. Mc-
Mahon would consider the proposition, and
Mr. McMahon is on record as saying it
was one of the things he should have done.
We are now doing something In the Fed-
eral sphere.

only today, an officer of the Urban and
Regional Development Council was in my
office, and I asked him exactly what the
Commonwealth money was for in the re-
gional sense. He told me the councils would
form their own regions and that there
would be very little interference from the
Commonwealth Government.

The Hon. J. Heitman: How many shires
will there be in a region?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: It is Up to
them to decide, in their own interests.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Could we have 0
regions in Western Australia?

The Hon, R. H. C. STUBBS: Whatever
the councils Put forward, the Common-
wealth Government will listen to it. It is
up to the councils. The Grants Commission
is a judicial body which has served the
State faithfully since 1933. The new legis-
lation governing the Grants Commission
not only enables the commission to continue
the job it is doing but also Provides for the
full-time appointment of four people ex-
perienced in local government who wl
hear the cases put forward by councils.
One person from Victoria has already been
nominated as a member of the commission.
The previous Act has been repealed and
the new 1973 Act will enable the
commission to deal with applications from
local government authorities. Previously
the Grants Commission was a part-time
body. It will now operate full-time and
four extra men with local government ex-
perience have been appointed specifically
to hear applications from local authorities.

The Hon. J, Heitmnan: There are 950
shires throughout the Commonwealth. If
there were 20 shires In each region, to
how many of the regions would the Grants
Conmmission be able to listen in a week?
There are only 52 weeks in a year. Four
men would be needed In each State to
listen to their pleas for finance.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: There are
990 councils in Australia. If the Grants
Commission had to listen to each one of
them, nothing would be done. The Com-
monwealth Government wants to get
cracking. It has therefore suggested
dividing up the councils into regions. It
is up to the councils to decide upon the
regions and put up their cases. The Comn-
monwealth Government wants co-opera-
tion from the States so that local govern-
ment can get its money.

The Hon. J, Heitman: But you-
The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Give me

a minute and I will tell the honour-able
member all about It. I specifically asked
about it today. I was told the money will
be spent in local communities; that is, the
regions. They will make recommenda-
tions to the Grants Commission. The
criteria applying in this State will be diff-
erent from those applying in other States
on account of the geographical setup. The
criteria applying in a small State like
Victoria could Dot be applied to Western
Australia with its vast area. Naturally, the
needs in the north-west of Australia will
be different from those of the Albany
region.

The Hon. J. Heitman: We should have
some recognition for the area of the State
and the small population.

2657



2658 [COmUN.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: As regards
the advantages to the councils, they
might Jointly want to employ a town
planner, an engineer, or a health surveyor,
or they might jointly want to camry out
capital works in a region. The various
councils forming the region would have
to agree to the capital works.

I cited a case today in order to get an
idea about what could be done. When IE
was at Northam recently I was asked about
the Northam weir. The dam had burst
and the council asked whether it could
obtain some assistance. I1 said the State
Government did not have that sort of
money. I was told money would be made
available through the Grants Commission
for capital works in a region but adjacent
councils would have to agree to it. One
can imagine the situation in regard to the
Avon River, which flows through Toodyay,
Beverley, and York.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Do you think a
region would be as small as that?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: No. I men-
tioned those places because they are close
to the Avon River, so whatever is done to
the river will have an effect on the other
places.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: What will
the Grants Commission use as its stan-
dard? The Previous Grants Commission
used Victoria and New South Wales as the
standard States.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: The situ-
ation will be as it was previously, except
that instead of part-time members it will
comprise full-time members to hear the
States in relation to local government mat-
ters.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: But they
must have a standard region.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: There are
already regions in Queensland and New
South Wales.

The Hon. J. Heitman: We have wards in
this State. Would they be acceptable as
regions?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUlBBS: That is
possible. It is up to the shire councils to
get together and put forward a proposi-
tion. Neither the State Government nor
the Commonwealth Government will tell
them what to do. They will help if possi-
ble, but the councils must put up a pro-
position. That is the information I re-
ceived.

The Hon. F. R. White: These regions
would have to set up regional councils,
wouldn't they? The members of the re-
gional councils would have to be fully em-
ployed. so you are going to bring local
government councillors into fully paid
occupations, as it were?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I do not
know about that. My information is sim-
ply that they will band together and de-

cide what they want. They will state their
case, which will be heard, and that will
be it.

The Hon. F. R. White: You would be
very interested in a lecture given at the
university yesterday evening.

The H-on, R. H. C. STUE3BS: If the hon-
ourable member gives me 10 minutes I will
tell him exactly what the officer told me.
The Local Government Department will
have a say in what the regions put for-
ward. This means that the councils will
form their own regions and consult us. and
then probably we will recommend some-
thing to the Grants Commission. The
Federal officer said almost anything put
forward will be given serious consideration.
That means in effect the Commonwealth
does not want to interfere with councils.
The only proviso is that the propositions
must be responsible; we do not want fri-
volous propositions being put forward. He
said that the propositions could perhaps
be in regard to transport difficulties in the
north;, or it could be that a regional coun-
cil wished to invest in a complex such as
library services, water supply projects, or
cultural facilities, along with adjoining
small councils.

I asked him about power houses in
rapidly expanding areas, and I cited the
plight of the Coolgardie Shire Council
when Kambalda was rapidly developing,
and also the situation at Laverton at the
moment, where a small shire council with
little finance is required to do a great
deal of work as a result of the Poseidon
venture; work which normally it would not
be required to do. I asked whether such
councils would be assisted, and the officer
replied that they would be.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: Mr. minister,
do you think this proposal will have a ten-
dency to bring about the amalgamation of
local authorities in regions?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUIBBS: I do not
know; it will be up to them.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: But do you
think It will have that tendency?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS- If the local
authorities wish to amalgamate they will
have to petition, and that petition will have
to be heard. That matter is divorced from
the one we are discussing.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think this
is a back-door way of bringing that about.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Well, Mr.
Griffiths had better think again. He is
on foreign ground when he is thinking.
The officer said that perhaps local au-
thorities might ask for assistance to
develop a popular recreation ground in
the south-west. Perhaps local authorities
might want a feasibility study undertaken
of a tourist spot. He said the Common-
wealth would supply the money for such
a feasibility study. This would also apply
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to a feasibility study of the establishment
of an industry; if there is merit in the
proposition the councils will be assisted.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
not talking about a Government, but about
a fairy godmother.

The Hon. J. Heitman: H-ow many mil-
lions have they to play with?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: The Min-
ister for Urban and Regional Development
(Mr. then) will make an announcement
next Monday so that all the local authori-
ties will be aware of what is to happen.
I received this information in advance. it
was given to me and I am giving it to
the House in good faith. I asked for it
today because I anticipated that the issue
would be raised.

Perhaps a feasibility study may be re-
quired of some natural asset, but the local
authorities have no money. The Common-
wealth will assist with finance, It will
assist with any proposition as long as it
is legitimate and not frivolous. Sugges-
tions may be presented concerning roads,
drainage, the mitigation of flooding, or any
other matter. There will be no limit to
what may be suggested providing the group
of councils is in complete agreement. The
idea is that everyone is to be treated
equitably, and the money is to be used
beneficially.

As I said, it is anticipated that the
Federal Minister for Urban and Regional
Development will make an announcement
on this very matter next Monday, and
that early in September an additional an-
nouncement will be made concerning the
welfare of regional areas. The Minister
will be taking the initiative to provide
welfare services in country areas.

The Hon. W. Rt. Withers: Is this an-
other Budget leak?

The Hon. ft. H. C. STIUEBS: I do not
know. The honourable member may please
himself what he calls it; I could not care
less. I am stating what I found out for
the benefit of the House.

The States have not been asked to give
up anything; the Commonwealth merely
asks for patience and generosity on the
part of the States in respect of this plan.
In other words, we are asked to give It a
fair go. One member of the Grants Com-
mission has already been chosen from Vic-
toria, and another member will be a per-
son with experience of local government
to help in the assessment of fiocal govern-
ment submissions.

I wrote to Mr. Whitlam on the 2nd Octo-
ber, 1972, when he was the Leader of the
Opposition. I will read the letter to the
House. It is as follows-

Hon. 0. Whltlam, M.H.R.,
Leader of His Majesty's Opposition,
Commonwealth Parliament,
Canberra. 2600.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: That must have
been a long time ago; I thought we had a
Queen and not a King.

The Hon, RL. H. C. STUBBS: I said "Her
Majesty"; if I did not say it, it is on the
letter. What sort of queens is the honour-
able member talking about?

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: The Minister
would be a better judge of that matter
than I am.

The Hon. R. H. C, STUE3BS: In my capa-
city as Minister in charge of another port-
folio I read a lot about queens. To con-
tinue with my letter-

Dear Mr. Whitlain,
You will recall that when you were

in Perth recently I drew your attention
to some of the problems which are
affecting Local Government in West-
ern Australia and you requested that I
should write to you setting out in more
detail the avenues in which the Com-
monwealth Government could assist.

I anticipated that Labor would win the
election, and I thought I would get In on
the ground floor. To continue-

Western Australia comprises an area
of one million square miles and much
of this territory is sparsely populated,
over one-half being concentrated in
the metropolitan area.

The State Government Is endeavour-
Ing to arrest the trend of population
growth being concentrated in Perth
and is examining means of encourag-
ing decentralisation of industry and
development. Efficient local govern-
ment is essential to enable both State
and Federal Governments to effectively
carry out their policies, and for the
provision and maintenance of those
amenities which are today considered
vital adjuncts of civilized living. If
people are to be induced to leave the
city it will be necessary for facilities to
be provided which will enable family
life in all its aspects to be fully en-
joyed. Recreation facilities, swimming
pools, halls, infant health clinics,
libraries, etc. must be established.

Many of these facilities are for the
benefit of individuals and are not re-
lated to the ownership of property In
a municipal district. In fact of the
total population of 1,052,126 only
394,291 or 30 per cent are ratepayers.
It is therefore considered equitable
that the cost of these services should
be met from taxation rather than
municipal rates.
Finance:

The Australian Council of Local
Government Associations has recently
prepared a submission entitled "Sur-
vey of Local Government Finance in
Australia" and this was presented to
the Ministers for Local Government
In each of the States of the Common-
wealth and has also been submitted to
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the Prime Minister. In this submis-
sion It is recommended that a specified
Proportion or percentage of all Income
tax collected from year to year should
be utilized to create a special Local
Government Assistance Fund to be
distributed to local government by re-
spective State Governments.

It has been suggested that this
should be based on a specified amount
for each person.

It is suggested that If the amount
contributed from Commonwealth funds
was the equivalent of $2.00 for each
inhabitant of a municipal district that
this would go a long way towards re-
lieving the problems of local govern-
ment finance,

The State Government of Western
Australia has already created a Local
Authorities Assistance Fund which in
the year 1971-72 was $500,000. This
amount was distributed to municipal
councils partly on a formula basis and
Partly in response to special needs of
particular councils. A similar amount
Is Included in the budget for 1972-73.
Regional Development:

The rapid development of mining
ventures In remote areas of the State
has placed a considerable strain on the
finances of many municipal districts.
Whilst some Companies have developed
"Company towns" and contributed
largely towards the "infra-structure"
associated with the development, It Is
believed that It is desirable that towns
to be established In the future should
be "open towns" and controlled by
municipal councils.

However, because these developments
are In somewhat remote areas, the cost
of providing services is particularly
high and it is believed that because
this development Is of national iii-
portance It would be appropriate if
special contributions from Common-
wealth Funds were made to assist in
this direction.

In recent months, there has been a
down-turn In the economy In Western
Australia resulting from the reduction
of the required output from the Iron-
ore ventures and also as a result of
drought In some areas of the State
and reduced agricultural returns.

Borrowing Limits:
Although the Loan Council recently

raised the limits of annual borrowing
by municipal councils to $400,000, this
sum Is still inadequate in respect of
some municipalities particularly those
which have large expanding electricity
under-takings which require to be
financed. It is suggested that the rules
of the Loan Council should be re-
examined to enable the borrowing
limits of municipal council trading

undertakings to be In a separate cate-
gory from the general funds of muni-
cipal councils.

It is recommended that should
municipal districts be united the bor-
rowing limits existent before the amal-
gamation be retained. Municipalities
of Kalgoorlie, Exmnouth, Derby, Car-
narvon and Broome have each ex-
perienced difficulty because of the loan
limits.

The reason I asked for that is that in
the north when two councils have amal-
gamated they have only one borrowing
power instead of two. To continue-

Pensioners' Rates:
In Western Australia under the

provisions of Section 561 of the Local
Government Act it is possible for rates
owing on property owned and occu-
pied by persons in receipt of pensions
under the Social Services Act or ser-
vice pensioners under the Repatria-
tion Act to defer the payment of rates
which remains a charge on the estate
until the death of the owner or prior
sale of the property.

In some municipal districts there is
a large number of pensioners and this
has resulted in these districts having
a large amount of rates outstanding.

The Government of Western Aus-
tralia has recognised the strain im-
posed on municipal finances by this
deferment and has recently resolved
to assist councils by meeting interest
charges which would be incurred on
an overdraft equivalent to the amount
of pensioners' deferred rates. How-
ever, as Social Services and Repatria-
tion pensioners are a Commonwealth
responsibility it is felt that the amount
to be incurred by the State Govern-
ment in this avenue of expenditure
should be recouped from Federal fin-
ances.

I should be pleased if you would
give consideration to these matters
when you are formulating your future
policy.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You suggested
$2 income tax on each person within a
shire. Will this money came out of the
personal incomes of the people?

The Hon. R. H1. C. STUJBBS: No. I sug-
gested that each council be given the
equivalent of $2 a head from Common-
wealth money in order to aist it.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Don't you
think that some shires have a problem of
expansion which would not be solved by
that?

The Hon. I. H. C. STUTBBS: I have
already referred to the problems of expan-
sion.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You only re-
ferred to mining towns.
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The Hon. R. H. C. STU1flBS: I shall
not repeat my commeants, but I did refer
to all councils. I had better tell members
about this supposed great ogre, the Grants
Commission. In this respect I quote from
the debate which took place in the House
of Representatives on the 17th May. This
is recorded on page 2302 and onwards of
the Federal Hansard, Firstly, I refer
to the speech of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Whitlani. He stated-

This Bill is designed to place
local government firmly within the
framework of the federal system. The
Government is determined to make
the third tier of government a gen-
uine partner in the system and to
give local government adequate access
to the nation's finances. The Hill
Provides legislative authority for the
Commonwealth Grants Commission to
inquire into and report upon applica-
tions by local governing authorities
for financial assistance from the Aus-
tralian Government. It continues the
Grants Commission's role in respect of
applications by States for special fin-
ancial assistance. We propose that
the Grants Commission should now
Play the same role in reducing in-
equalities between regions as it has
between the States since 1933.

The role of the Grants Commission
has been confined hitherto to State
activities covering one-third of the
Australian population.

This Bill will extend the role of the
Commission to the larger States and
the larger cities of Australia. The
legislation Implements a firm under-
taking I gave on behalf of the Austra-
lian Labor Party at the elections. The
Government firmly espouses the need
for the national Government to sup-
plement local government finances to
enable those authorities to perform
their increasingly important and wide-
ranging functions. It will be noted
that the Hill provides for the repeal of
the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion Act 1933, as amended, and for a
new Act, to be known as the Grants
Commission Act 1973, to replace it.

Clause 16 (a) of the Bill, read in
conjunction with clause 5. makes it
quite clear that the applications by
States for grants that will be consid-
ered by the Grants Commission are
those in respect of section 96 grants
for special assistance, for the purpose
of making it possible for the State,
by reasonable effort, to function at a
standard not appreciably below the
standards of other States. This Is,
of course, the way in which the States
have exercised their rights under the
existing legislation.

Of the many kinds of applications
made by the States for assistance,
only one has been inquired into and
reported upon by the Commission-
namely, applications by claimant
States for special rants. The provi-
sions in the present Act for the Com-
mission to inquire into and report
upon any matters relating to a sec-
tion 96 grant which has been made
to a State and upon matters relating
to the making of a section 96 grant
to a State are retained-

The Hon. J. Heitman: Do you not think
this is a de facto way of getting around
section 96 of the Constitution?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBhBS: No. It is
appropriate for me to quote the definition
of "appropriate Minister". The definition
in the proposed Grants Commission is--

"appropriate Minister", in relation to
a State, means such Minister of the
Crown of that State as is determined
by the Premier of that State by in-
strument in writing, and includes any
Minister of the Crown for the time
being acting for and on behalf of
that Minister.

The Hon. G. C. Macsinnon: This is the
most shocking change to the Constitution
that I know of. It is a die facto change.

The Hon. R. H. C. STU13BS: The hon-
ourable member may voice his opinion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I have my
opinion, and you are confirming it with
every word you are saying. This is the
most centralist and socialistic stunt that
any Government has tried to pull.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I have not
heard as much piffle from the honorable
member for many years, as I am now
hearing.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Everything
you have said supports my opinion.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUYBBS: I propose
to read the rest of Mr. Whitlam's con-
tribution to the debate. To continue-

In each case the inquiries will be
undertaken only if the matters are
referred to the Commission by the re-
sponsible Minister. All reports of the
Commission, including those on appli-
cations by any of the States for special
financial assistance, under the new
legislation will be made to the respon-
sible Minister. Previously the Gov-
ernment was required to have the
Governor-General refer matters to the
Commission for inquiry and the Com-
mission's reports, as a consequence
were required to be made to the
Governor-General.

The main provisions in relation to
applications made by local governing
bodies for financial assistance are con-
tained in clauses 6, 17 and 18 and, in
essential detail, are similar to those
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in relation to State applications for
special financial assistance, with 2 in-
portant qualifications. First, all such
applications must be lodged with the
Special Minister of State who may.
in his discretion, refer them to the
Commission for inquiry and report.
I should mention here that the exer-
cise of this discretion is intended to
ensure that only those applications
that conform with the requirements
of the legislation are referred to the
Commission. The Act will require a
regional organisation making an ap-
plication to the Minister to send a
copy of its application to the appro-
priate Minister in the State Govern-
ment so that the Minister may be
aware of the details of the application
and be in a position to make sub-
missions to the Commission on any
matter relating to the application.
Flurther, the Commission will be re-
quired to consider submissions made
to it by State ministers, the Treasurer
and the Minister for Urban and
Regional Development on any matters
relating to applications by regional
organisations for financial assistance
but this will not preclude the Com-
mission from pursuing its inquiries in
any way it sees fit.

The second qualification is that ap-
plications will be considered only from
local governing organisations or
bodies approved by the Minister for
Urban and Regional Development as
an approved regional organisation for
the purposes of this Act. There are
nearly 900 local governing authorities
in the 6 States and clearly the limi-
tation of the right of application to
the Commission to regional groupings
is the practical way of making the
prospective task of the Commission
manageable. The grouping of authori-
ties into regions and the approval of
regional organisations will be carried
out in full consultation with the
States. To Provide a degree of flexi-
bility, Provision has been made for
the Minister, in special circumstances,
to approve a. single local governing
body as a regional organisation for the
purposes of the Act.

It should be clearly understood that
the financial assistance to local gov-
erning bodies which will flow from the
Commission's recommendations will in
no way be a substitute for the rev-
enues normally raised by them by long
established methods such as rates and
charges for services, nor will it replace
assistance normally provided by State
governments to local governing bodies
in one way or another. Rather, it will
be in the nature of a 'topping-up' pro-
cess of the financial resources of lesser
endowed bodies to enable them, by
reasonable revenue raising efforts on

their part, to provide a standard of
services to their communities that will
be comparable with that enjoyed by
communities elsewhere, I should per-
haps emphasise that:

The Hon. W. Rt. Withers: Is the State
likely to discontinue any grants or fin-
ancial assistance, as it did in the case
of the isolated children and the educa-
tional boarding allowances?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: When that
matter comes before the House I shall
make a judgment on it. I have been that
wrapped up with local government and
with the desire to assist local authorities,
that I do not think anything like what
the honourable member has suggested will
come to pass.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Will the Common-
wealth Government discontinue the grants
made under the Commonwealth Aid Roads
Act?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Mr. Whit-
lam has said that this will be a topping-up
process in addition to the other grants.
To continue with what he said in the de-
bate in the House of Representatives-

... applications will not be accepted,
from semi-government authorities and
business undertakings operated by
local governing bodies.

The present Commission consisting
of a part-time Chairman and 2 part-
time Members could not be expected
to cope with both State and local gov-
ernment applications for financial as-
sistance. The Bill, therefore, pro-
vides for a full-time Chairman and
from 4 to 6 Members appointed on
either a full-time or part-time basis.
It is envisaged that the Chairman and
2 part-time Members would continue
the task of inquiring into and report-
ing upon State applications and up to
4 full-time Members under the aegis
of the Chairman, would undertake the
task of inquiring into and reporting
upon applications from approved re-
gional organisations of local govern-
ing bodies.

it is appropriate to mention here
that the Government is indeed fortu-
nate that the present Chairman of the
Grants Commission, Sir Leslie Mel-
ville, has agreed to continue as a full
time Chairman for the remainder of
his present term of office which expires
at the end of September next year.
Sir Leslie is one of Australia's most
distinguished economists and has
served on the Commission since 1965.
His great experience in this area will
be invaluable in the formative period
of the proposed enlarged activity of
the Commission. ]For the additional
members, the Government will be look-
ing to persons with wide knowledge
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of local government administrative
and accounting practices to assist in
the important task ahead.

I have been told that a town clerk in
Victoria, whose name I shall not mention,
has been selected to be a member, but I
do not know the names of the others.
To continue with Mr. Whitlam's speech-

The Bill represents an historic step
forward in advancing and enhancing
the role of local government in Aus-
tralia. It is a key part of our new
charter for local government. I com-
mend it to the House.

The Hon. r. R. White: Did you say that
funds will not be paid to semi-government
authorities?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUIBBS: Yes.
The Hon. F. R. White: Is not local gov-

ernment a form of semni-government auth-
ority?

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: No.
The Hon. R. Thompson: The State Elec-

tricity Commission and the Fremantle
Port Authority are semi-government auth-
orities, but not local governments.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: Mr. Sned-
den, the Leader of the Opposition in the
Federal Parliament, also spoke in the de-
bate on the following day. He said-

The fact Is that in this Bill there is
a bypassing of the States, and In
passing the money down this Parlia-
ment becomes watchdog for it. The
direct approach from the local gov-
ermnent bodies or the approved re-
gional council-I note that the Minis-
ter for Urban and Regional flevel-
opment shook his head when I said
that-

An interjection was then made by Mr. Uren
to which Mr. Snedden replied. The Han-
sard report is as follows-

Mr. lUven-It is not bypassing the
States.

Mr. SNEDDEN-I am glad to have
the assurance that It Is not bypassing
the States. This is a most important
assurance to have. I ask the Minister
when he responds in this debate to set
out in detail the way in which the
States will be brought into this so that
there will not be open the accusation
that the Federal Government is by-
passing the States. I ask the Minister
to do that when he responds and to
spell it out in detail.

On page 2524 of the current Federal Han-
sard appears the contribution to the de-
bate made by Mr. Uren on the 23rd May.
He had this to say-

Mr. UREN (Reid-Minister for
Urban and Regional Development)
(5.16)-One of the major reasons for
this legislation is the economic squalor
of local government in this country.

I will deal specifically with some de-
tails and statistics relating to this mat-
ter later in my speech. The Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Snedden) said
that he wanted to do something really
positive about decentralisation. The
strange story is that during the 23
years that his Party was in power, the
population of the non-urban areas of
Australia fell from 31 per cent, of the
total population of Australia in 1947
to 14.7 per cent. of the total when the
previous Government went out of
power.

So much for the previous Govern-
ment's attitude on the question of de-
centralisation and in its dealings with
local government.

In his policy speech before the re-
cent elections, the Leader of our Party
said that Labor was determined to
make local government a genuine part-
ner in the Federal system. Since com-
ing to office, the Australian Govern-
ment has acted promptly and has
taken 2 decisive steps to meet this
commitment. Firstly, the Australian
Government sought and gained a voice
for local government at the Consti-
tutional Convention. Last month it
was agreed by the Steering Committee
of the Convention that 21 local gov-
ernment delegates, sharing 8 votes,
would be invited to attend the Con-
stitutional Convention, the first meet-
ing of which will be in September.
This fulfls our promise to give local
government a voice and a vote at the
Convention. Secondly, the Prime Min-
ister (Mr. Whitlam) last week intro-
duced the Grants Commission Bill
1973. As he said in his second read-
ing speech:

This Bill is a key Part of our
new charter for local government.

He said that the Government is deter-
mined 'to give local government ade-
quate access to the nation's finances'.

These are only our first 2 steps in
upgrading the resources and the role
of local government within our Fed-
eral system. We intend to make the
Federal system work as a co-operative
partnership-a partnership amongst
the 3 levels of government-Common-
wealth, State and local. A great deal
is spoken about the relationship be-
tween democracy and local govern-
ment. The argument is usually put as
one whereby the system of local gov-
ernment, which is designed to ad-
minister small areas with direct and
visible representation by councils, is
one which is most amenable to our
democratic tradition.

He goes on toSay-
The Maud Report pointed out that

local government is an essential part
of democratic government.
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Later, he said-
We might well ask the question:

What sort of responsive democracy
exists when the authority is paralysed?
One must recognise that local govern-
ment has been paralysed, particularly
over the last 2 decades. It is with this
aspect firmly in mind that the Govern-
ment now proposes to give local gov-
ernment the opportunity to express its
voice on fiscal needs at the level of
the Australian Government.

The Bill presently before the H-ouse
is a first step in upgrading the re-
sources of local government and thus
providing that tier of our system with
the ability to better carry out its re-
sponsibilities. There are 2 distinct
parts of the proposal in this legislation
to give local government access to the
Grants Commission. Firstly, there are
sections dealing with the actual opera-
tion of the Grants Commission itself.

Further he says--
The second part of the proposal in

this legislation concerns the role of the
Minister for Urban and Regional De-
velopment. It will be seen from the
Act that the Minister has 2 particu-
lar functions. Firstly, under clause 17,
the Minister may approve local gov-
erning bodies as regional organisa-
tions for the purpose of this Act.
Secondly, under clause 18, the Minis-
ter for Urban and Regional Develop-
ment has the opportunity to assist the
Grants Commission by making sub-
missions to the Commission on the ap-
plications for special assistance that
the Commission receives from regional
organisations. With regard to the first
function, one consideration which has
led the Australian Government to seek
regional organisations for the Grants
Commission applications Is the very
simple matter of the administration
of the scheme. There are over 900
local government units in Australia.
It would completely overload the re-
sources of my Department and the
Grants Commission if we were to try
to deal with each unit separately.

Later, he said-
The Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Australia dfoes not mention
local government. No local government
body has a legal existence independent
of its State government.

This was explained to me today, and Mr.
Medcalf made that point last night. This
is why the States will have to make an
application on behalf of those regions or
support them to some degree. At least
this was how it was explained to me
today. Mr. Uren continued-

There is another aspect where the
Australian Government can help local
government to discharge its responsi-

bilities and that is in the area of
finance. Let there be no doubt that
until now the financial resources of
local government have been allowed
to run down to a deplorable degree. A
lot has been said about the worsening
debt position of State governments
relative to the Australian Government.
However, if the relative shares of the
3 levels of government debt are cal-
culated over the 30 year period from
1940 to 1970, honourable members
will find that-I stress this point-
while both the Australian and the
State government's share of govern-
went debt have diminished, the share
of local government and State semi-
government authorities has Increased
significantly.

For example, let us look at the share
of the government debt at 1940 and
compare it to that of 1970. In 1940,
the share of the Commonwealth was
27 per cent; in 1970 it was 18.6 per
cent. in 1940, the share of the States
was 56 per cent; in 1970, it was 44.7
per cent. In 1940, the share of local
government and semi government
bodies was 17 per cent and in 1970 it
was 36.7 per cent. These figures reveal
clearly the difficult and worsening
position of local government. It is
also quite apparent that in recent
years increases in local government
revenue have failed to keep pace with
those of other levels of government.
Between the Years 1967-68 and 1971-72
the increase in government receipts
for the Commonwealth was 61 per
cent, f or the States 63 per cent, but
for local government 37.5 per cent.
So it should be quite clear that one
significant area where the Australian
Government could lend its support for
local government is in the area of
finance. As a responsible Government
we have an obligation to see that fi-
nancial assistance is granted, In the
first instance, to the most deserving
causes. This Government also has the
responsibility to ensure that any fi-
nancial assistance that is given to
local government is used efficiently
and to the greatest benefit.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnlon: That means
strings, I take it.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I cannot
see any local government body turning its
nose up at that. Usually local government
people are very shrewd people and this will
be examined.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You should
have attended the lecture the other even-
ing at the university. You would have seen
a few people turning their noses up.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS: I am read-
ing what the legislation says. It does not
matter what Professor Rleid, or any other
distinguished person, says. The legisla-
tion is what counts in the courts.
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The Hon. G. C. Macsinnon: Read some
I your own leader's intentions.
The H-on. Rt. H. C. STUBBS: The legis-

ition is all that counts. Never mind what
In. MacKinnon thinks.
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What Mr.

Vhitlam says.
The Hon. R. H. C- STUBBS' The legisla-

[on is what counts when the chips are
own.
The Hon. W. ft. Withers: You do not

are what people think.
The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: What is

he next Bill? This is the first one.
The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon* The Minis-

er should do more reading of Federal
fansard.

The Hon. ft. H.- C. STUBBS: Mr. Uren
ontinues-

Therefore, the Act gives the Minister
for Urban and Regional Development
discretion in approving regional or-
ganisations. My Department Is look-
ing at regional formations that have
already occurred in some States. We
feel that the local government people
themselves are good judges of what
constitutes a region in their own
circumstances.

ater, lhe says-
Over the last 2 decades the responsi-

bilities. of local government have been
increased and complicated. The prob-
lems of local government have in-
creased due to booming population
growth which has been caused partly
by an unplanned influx from immi-
gration.

'urther, he says-
If we want to ifft the quality of

life, the standard of living and the
standard of local government areas in
the cities, population growth must be
examined and we must not simply pull
figures off the top of our heads in re-
lation to population growth.

.The speech continues-
The problems of local government

have increased due to lack of financial
resources. These problems are not
evenly distributed. Different units of
local government have different prob-
lems. There are different levels of
needs and resources among the local
units. Therefore, under this Act, the
Grants Commission will be able to
receive applications for special assist-
ance from local government organisa -
tions. The Act defines "special assis-
tance" In clause 6 as being to enable
approved regional organisations to
function, by reasonable effort, at a
standard not appreciably below the
standards of other approved regional
organisations,

Later, he says-

We will, in fact, consult the appro-
piate State ministers. After discus-
sions with the States, the Department
will be helping the regional orgaisa-
tions in the preparation of their
application for financial assistance.

The Australian Government will even help
the regional organizations to prepare their
cases. Mr. Uren continues -

I believe this Is an historic and far-
reaching proposal. Under this Act local
government, for the first time since
Federation, is given the opportunity to
Influence the Australian Government
In its financial allocations. It can do
this through an independent advisory
body of high repute as the Grants
Commission.

Later, he says-
The Australian Government recog-

nises the traditional and statutory re-
lationships of local and State govern-
ments. However, the Australian Gov-
ernment also recognises the justice of
the case for assistance to local gov-
ernment. This Bill represents a first
step in the recognition of that case.
It will not solve all the problems of
local government. Those problems
cannot be solved overnight. There are
no Instant solutions to local govern-
ment and urban problems. My Depart-
ment. is examining these Problems with
a view to formulating fundamental
solutions.

Finally, he said-
I believe that this proposal can work

only with the utmost co-operation and
goodwill of local government bodies,
State governments and the Common-
wealth Government. We In the Aus-
tralian Government have goodwill to-
wards those other 2 tiers In our
federal system. We in the Australian
Government seek the co-operation of
all levels of government. We must
meet together as a team In the spirit
of co-operative federation, as a team of
men and women of goodwill who are
concerned to put this nation on the
right tracks again.

This is what the thinking was. The
measure is now an Act and, as I have said.
section 6 sets out the assistance. Sections
17 and 18 deal with approved regional
organisations and applications.

The point I make is that no other Prime
Minister in the history of Australia has
done anything for local government. The
Australian Labor Government, under the
Prime ministership of Mr. Whitlam, is the
first to have done anything. Mr. McMahon
has said that he wishes he had done some-
thing. I leave members on that note. I
will vote for this measure.
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THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West) Science at the Australian National rUnI-
[10.12 p.m.]: In actual fact I expected to
speak immediately after Mr. Heitman, but
I am delighted the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment rose before me because this has
given me the opportunity to eomment,
completely off the cuff, on the material he
has just given to the House.

Firstly I wish to mention that Mr. Dans
raised some objections to this Chamber
being used as a forum for the discussion of
Commonwealth matters, Surely we have
heard the Minister for Local Government.
who Is also the Chief Secretary, do just
that over the past three-quarters of an
hour.

The Hon. R. Thompson: He gave mnem-
bers very valuable information.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: I am glad the
Minister for Local Government spoke and
gave us this valuable Information. I only
wish I had copies of it available to me now
so that I could comment in some detail.
Doubtless an opportunity will occur at a
later date.

The Minister for Local Government rose
to his feet and proceeded to give us details
from a prepared statement of Information
which he had received from an officer from
the Urban and Regional flevelopmnent De-
partmnent today. I presume.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Yes, today.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: The Minister
for Local Government also said that the
legislation has been agreed to by the Fed-
eral Parliament. although my understand-
ing Is that It has not yet been proclaimed.
However, to all intents and purposes, the
legislation Is virtually law.

Only today did the Minister for Local
Government, who is responsible for the
administration of local government in this
State and through whom-as he himself
acknowledges-so many of these approach-
es in this regional structure will be made,
hear of any details of that legislation and
how It will be Implemented.

Not only that, but there is obvious con-
flicet between the information obtained by
the Minister and the words In the second
reading speech of the Prime Minister. The
words In the statement read by the Min-
ister for Local Government do not agree
with the words used by the Prime Minister.
Neither do they agree with the quotes of
the words of the Minister for Urban and
Regional Development (Mr. T. Uren). I
suggest to the Minister for Local Govern-
ment that he may wish to go through the
Hansard proofs tonight or tomorrow to see
just where the- conflict lies. These are the
very points on which the criticism of the
Federal Government's scheme Is based.
Although the Minister for Local Govern-
ment has virtually said it does not matter
what such distinguished people as Pro-
fessor Gordon Reid, Professor of Political

versity and the acknowledged local expert
on local government affairs, has said. The
Minister waves a piece of paper around-

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: That is the
Act,' that is all that counts when the --hips
are down.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: That is what
counts, and I am glad the Minister for
Local Government has confirmed that. It
Is the Act, the law, which Is important.
These actions will be based on the law.

Earlier in this debate we heard refer-
ences to the legal powers, the constitution-
ality of this House having an effect upon
the passing of the Supply Bill. It Is the
law that counts. If the constitutional pos-
ition relates in actual fact to the operation
of this Federal Grants Commission and
regional development, then it applies
equally, in fact, it applies with more em-
phasis in respect of the powers of this
Chamber to pass the Supply Bill.

Let me return to some other comments
made by the Minister for Local Govern-
ment in this regard. In his Initial prepared
statement he told us that the regional
structure would be decided by the local
authorities of Australia. This is conflict
No. 1. By his references to the Prime
Minister and the Minister for Urban and
Regional Development, we see that in
actual fact the structure will be deter-
mined by the Federal Minister in co-
operation with the local authorities and
the States. This will not be determined by
the local authorities at all. We are told
that it will be decided in co-operation with
the States and the State Ministers for
Local Government. In fact, at one stage
the Minister stated that the applications
would be made through the State. How-
ever, we learn by way of the Prime Minis-
ter's speech that the State Minister will
receive a copy of the application. Big deal.

The Hon. .J. Dolan: Sour grapes.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: The Leader of
the House need not sneer.

The Ron. J. Dolan: I just said, "Sour
grapes".

The Ron. D. J. Wordsworth: What do
sour grapes have to do with it?

The Hon. J. Dolan: You have listened
to one of the best contributions to the
debate and now you are having a slam
at it.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I acknowledge
that the Minister for Local Government
made a very valuable contribution to the
debate. However, a number of points
raised by him are open to question.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Don't you dare
make any comment about it.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: No.
The Hon. A. P. Griffith: What damned

nonsense!
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'The Hon. N. MeNEILL: Let me take
one of the Minister's final statements.
He said that Mr. Whitlamn was the first
Prime Minister in Australian history who
has acknowledged or done anything for
local government.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: He has done
this for local government.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: That is slightly
different from what the Minister said
at the time. He is not the first Prime
Minister to do something for local gov-
ernment. The first offer for the partici-
pation of local government in the Consti-
tutional Convention came from Prime
Minister McMahon.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: What did
he actually do?

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I said. "the offer
for participation by local government came
from Prime Minister McMahon." The
Constitutional Convention has not even
been held yet.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Minister
knows this offer came from Prime Minis-
ter McMahon.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: There may be
some reason that the Constitutional Con-
vention has not yet been held. Under
the original agreement prepared by Prime
Minister McMahon it should have been
held already. One wonders whether in
fact it will ever take place.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The 2nd Sep-
tember.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is the
listed date.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We will both
be there.

The Hon. N. McNETLL: Let me come
back to another example of a Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth Government
doing something for local government in
Australia. Prom memory I believe it was
in 1966 that I made a speech in this House
referring to the very question of the rela-
tive indebtedness of State Government,
Federal Government, and local government
in Australia. and more particularly in
Western Australia. I highlighted the dis-
proportionate amount of indebtedness
borne by local government in relation to
the State and Federal Governments. I
went a step further, and I was critical of
the Federal Government at the time. I
will continue to be critical of the fact
that the Federal Government's Indebted-
ness in relation to loan commitments and
so on is so much less than the other gov-
erning institutions in Australia. This is
for the simple reason that the Federal
Government has access to ready money.
It is prepared and does use the revenue
It collects for capital works programmes.
For this reason the State authorities and
local authorities are forced into the situa-
tion of additional loan borrowings.

Let me come back to the point about
which the Prime Minister first made the
arrangements in regard to Federal financ-
ing for the responsibilities of local govern-
ment borrowings throughout Australia.
Does the Minister for Local Government
forget that it was not the Whitlam. Goy-
erment? The McMahon Government
first acknowledged, in a practical way, its
responsibility to bear some of the burden
of local authorities borrowings through-
out Australia.

So the Whitlamn Government was not
the first Government to make money
available, under the conditions which
are laid down in this Act, which I do not
necessarily regard as making a contribu-
tion or doing good things for local govern-
ment in Australia. There are other ways
to do this. I believe one of the best ways
is to enable local government to operate
freely. Many years ago in about 1981, if
not earlier, when Prime Minister Menzies
was under considerable pressure from
what was known as the Develop the
North Committee and similar organisa-
tions. he received representations from an
organised group representing northern
Australia for financial assistance for devel-
opment. What did Prime Minister
Menzies say? I believe his rejoinder ap-
lies today, and I still subscribe to the
principle he expoused. I cannot recall
his exact words but he said something to
this effect, "We have always, as a Govern-
ment. and as a Liberal Party, believed
that the soundest propositions come from
those with the greatest experience and
whose administrative authority rests with
the people; namely, the individual States.
We do not intend and have no wish to by-
pass the States in those representations
for assistance." In other words, the States
can best decide the places for this sort
of assistance. Prime Minister Menzies
was speaking in particular in relation to
the provision of assistance for the Ord
River dam in Western Australia. I still
subscribe to the theory that the State
Governments are the responsible autho-
rities for making those representations and
through whom the assistance from the
Federal Government is best channelled.

Also, In case the Minister believes that
local authorities are simply blinded by the
offers of money and that these offers will
guarantee support from the authorities
as well as full approval, let me remind
him, as he reminded us, of what the Ton-
kin Government has done for local gov-
ernment in Western Australia. In his
policy speech for the 1971 State election-
at which election apparently the Brand
Government was rejected-Premier Brand
spoke of a State Government provision of
$1,000,000 for local authorities.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Can you
show me theat in writing?
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The Hon. N. MeNEILL: I do not have Moreton in the House of Representatives
It with me, but I will be able to show it
to the Minister.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I have heard
about this, but I have never seen it re-
corded.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: It is in the
policy speech of the Premier of the State
at that time (Sir David Brand).

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Someone told
me it was in the policy speech.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I amn telling
the Minister again. I cannot recall that the
offer was qualified in any way such as
applied to the $500,000 which was made
available by the Tonkin Government.

This was brought to my mind when I
was present at the south-west ward con-
ference some months ago. The subject
of the provision of finance for local gov-
ermnent came up for discussion. This
was not long after the 1971 election and
I think that the Minister for Local Gov-
ernmtent was present at the meeting in
Sunbury. Reference was made to the
fact that the State Government would
make available $300,000 for the assistance
of local government in Western Austra-
lia. I well recall the secretary of the
Local Government Association (Mr. Bert
White) saying that the previous Govern-
ment had promised $1,000,000.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: I would still
like to see that. I cannot find any ref-
erence in the local government records.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Let us get
things in their proper perspective. Here
is a case where local authorities were pro-
mised $1,000,000 in the Liberal Party
policy speech. However, this was insuf-
ficient to have the Government returned.
I do not know whether there Is a moral
in that-there may be in relation to Fed-
eral activities and Provisions. There Is
no question at all In my mind as to the
outcome of the new Grants Commission
Act which relates to the regional struc-
turing of local authorities throughout Aus-
tralia. Its function and purpose is to
erode the powers and control of the State
Governments in relation to local authori-
ties in their respective States.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is right.
The Hon. N. MCNEIELL: T wonder what

will happen to the voluminous Local Gov-
ernment Act of Western Australia. How
long will we, as a Parliament, be able to
continue to administer that Act?

The Minister, for Local Government,
reading from the speech of Prime Minister
Whitlam, used the expression, "This Is an
historic document-an historic step." In-
deed it Is an historic step. I agree with the
view expressed by Professor Gordon Reid
at the university last week. This has
already been referred to by Mr.
MacKinnon in quoting the member for

(Mr. Killen) when he said that this legis-
lation represents the greatest de facto
destruction of the Constitution we have
seen since Federation. In my view this is
exactly what it Is.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No doubt
about that at all.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: There is noth-
ing in my words to suggest that I decry
the fact that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is Prepared to make money available
to local authorities. Surely it should.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: History will
be the judge.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: For the reasons
I have already given, the Federal Govern-
ment should make this money available
because It collects the revenue in this
country.

The Commonwealth has that money. in
fact, I think I can recall in relation to
another matter-social security as it is
now called-that the Minister for Social
Security, on television recently, in answer
to some questions concerning the intro-
duction of a national health scheme.
stated that the Australian Government
has the Power, the money, and the num-
bers, and so it will Implement this health
scheme. I think even those words can be
applied to the main point in the debate on
the Bill that has been before us during the
Past few days. Can we apply those same
words to the actions of the Legislative
Council in relation to supply? Would we
be Justified in using those words in rela-
tion to the Supply Bill? According to the
Premier we would not. According to
him It would be unfair.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It would be un-
constitutional.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: All of us have
heard and read his words in the media.
It would appear to me from the words
stated by Mr. John Williams in relating
what he heard announced by the 6Ec
radio station, that the Premier is now
saying it is unfair and that it would be
unconstitutional for the Legislative
Council not to pass the Supply Bill. He
said that he was not prepared to bargain
or accept conditions in relation to the
holding of an election.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Bearing in mind
that nobody in this House asked him to
bargain.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Let me return
to the words used by Mr. Whitlam. His
party has no scruples in using those sort
of words in describing its Intentions. Be-
cause the Chief Secretary has made an
Interjection in regard to this question, a
document relating to it has been sub-
mitted to me which, actually, is the policy
speech of Sir David Brand made prior to
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the last State election. On page 19 of that
document, under the heading, "Aid to
Local Authorities" he said-

Despite the development of the State,
a number of country, northern and
outback local authorities are facing
financial problems.
Some have too few people to carry the
responsibilitieg. Others are affected
by high local costs and restricted in-
come.

To help these authorities we will
distribute up to $1,000,000 a year.
Grants will be weighted In favour
of smaller authorities and those
In special need.
This new scheme will come Into
force in 1971-72,

I hope the Chief Secretary has had his
curiosity satisfied In relation to that mat-
ter.

The Hon. R. H. a. Stubbs: Not really.
I would like to know If there is any record
of It. I cannot find any record In the
files of my department. As far as I can
ascertain there Is no record in the Treasury
Department; surely it would have been
researched, would It not?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Just as
well it was not. You fellows have a habit
of reading all official documents in Parlia-
ment In contravention of the terms laid
down in the Statute of Westminster.

The H-on. N. MeNEILL: I will under-
take to give an assurance to the Chief
Secretary that he will receive a copy of
this document.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs., That will do
fine.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: If it will help
him to sleep easier tonight give him the
copy you now have.

The H-on. R. H. C. Stubbs: If I took any
notice of you tonight I would have night-
mares.

The H-on. N. McNEILL: The Chief Sec-
retary Is in very good form this evening.
In that little diversion he made a refer-
ence to the fact that surely such a state-
ment in regard to the expenditure of
$1,000,000 would have been researched in
the Treasury Department.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Is not a
financial situation usually researched?

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Yes, I think that
usually It is, but It was apparent to us and
to the people of Western Australia that
when the present Premier made his policy
speech and made his Promises to the elec-
torate he had not researched his finances.
That was quite apparent at the time.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: He inherited
a debt of $10,000,000.

The Hon. N. McNZfLL: It did not even
register on him during the Budget debates
of 1970 when all the Budget papers were

available f or his examination and perusal.
Despite that he continued to make the
promises set out In his policy speech and
then, when he got into office he said, "I am
sorry, I cannot keep those promises".

However, let me return to the point In
regard to research being made by the
Treasury Department because this is a
most Interesting interjection that has been
made by the Chief Secretary. The five
members of the Legislative Council who
were present in the Mvurdoch Lecture
Theatre heard Professor Gordon Reid and
Mr. McKenzie speak on the subject of
regionalism. They heard Professor Gordon
Reid giving the Whitlam Government quite
a good buildup, or rather he appeared to
do so during the greater part of his address.
He then went on to refer to various reports
and surveys that had been made. He said
that it was a remarkable thing that in the
United Kingdom the Government proposed
alterations to the law and the structure
of local authorities in that Country
and that a most comprehensive report
and survey were carried out by a most
eminent gentleman. I think he said that
that report comprised some three volumes
and somne 3,500 pages. However, the signi-
ficant point that he made was that in Aus-
tralia there was no Prelude by way of re-
search before the Act in question was pre-
pared, presented, and introduced into the
Parliament. That research had not been
carried out and, in fact, that has been
acknowledged by the Chief Secretary In
making his quotations from the Common-
wealth Hansard. He said that there will
have to be a great deal of co-operation and
goodwill, and a considerable number of
surveys or Inquiries would have to he car-
ried out Into the question of Population and
that type of thing in order to ascertain
how this legislation would work. That is
also the impression I got from Professor
Gordon Reid.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: 1 certainly
mentioned the word "co-operation", but I
cannot recall having said anything about
the conditions.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: The Chief Sec-
retary was referring to inquiries on the
population. Those inquiries are being
conducted now; they have only just been
started by a large number of commissions
and committees.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: I think It was
mentioned before that there will be 50.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Mr. Logan may
be right; I thought there were 47?. How-
ever, that research had not been done.
Apart from this question of local govern-
ment let me turn to another point. The
speech made by the Chief Secretary could,
in itself, provide material for a full-scale
debate in this House, particularly in re-
gard to taking legislative action without
having done any homework in the first
place. To me this seems to be a fairly
constant pastime of this "great" Whitlam
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Government, because one of the matters are directly responsible. We in the State
to which I intended to refer has some con-
nection with the dairy industry.

I think members of this House will
probably recall with some horror some of
the speeches I have made-if only for
their length-on occasions on the
dairying industry. Members may also recall
some of the questions I have asked of the
Government in relation to the dairying
industry and, more particularly, in rela-
tion to the policies of the Government in
regard to that industry. The last question
I asked on this subject was, I think, last
March. I asked whether the Minister for
Agriculture in the State Government had
any knowledge of the policy of the Com-
monwealth Government in relation to the
dairying industry and whether that Gov-
ernment proposed to continue with the
proposal that had been commenced by the
Previous Commonwealth Government.
In effect the reply I received was that the
Government was unaware of any policy
and, in fact, it had not been enunciated
by the Commonwealth Government at that
stage; that is, in March, 1973.

So members can well realise the horror
and the shock that was felt by those who
were engaged in the dairying industry on
the 24th July, 1973, when the announce-
ment was made in The West Australian
of that date that all dairy subsidies were
to end in 1975.

In a statement by the Commonwealth
Minister for Primary Industry (Senator
Wreidt) the following is reported-

He said that the Government would
replace subsidies with finance to help
re-adjustment of production to de-
mand.

There were some statistics made relating
to the amounts of subsidy that have been
made available. To my knowledge no other
statement has been made by the Common-
wealth in relation to that industry or to
the phasing-out of the subsidy or, in tact,
to this finance being made available to
enable readjustments to be made. There
has been no declared policy on that.

The agricultural industries in this
country are certainly apprehensive,
mainly because there are no stated objec-
tives. No guidelines are laid down by
the Commonwealth. That Government
has not done its homework. It will make
a bold statement such as that without
giving indications of its objectives. These
are the very acts which make the people
of Australia fearful of this Government.

So I return to relate this very directly
to the Supply Bill we have before us and
I make no apology for doing so despite
the criticisms that we should not be dis-
cussing Federal matters in this Chamber.
I reject that view completely, because
what the Federal Government is doing is
taking administrative and legislative ac-
tion in relation to the activities of our
people and our constituents to whom we

Government of Western Australia are res-
ponsible for the operation of the dairying
industry in our State, even though the
Commonwealth has certain powers and
responsibilities. So clearly, if we, as mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, do not take
action and do not voice our opinion and
make our representations on bhlf] of our
industries and our People, what use is there
for the Legislative Council?

If we did nothing it could be said with
some justification that no need exists for
the Upper House. It is because we have
this responsibility we are obliged, not just
for the good of the Legislative Council but
for the good of the people we represent,
to express our Point of view, This is
particularly necessary because at the pre-
sent time the Tonkin Government is di-
rectly affiliated with the policies and
platform of the Federal Government and
the Federal A.LP.

It has already been said tonight, though
opposed by Mr. Dans, that members
in this Chamber have every right to attack
the Federal Government and its policies.
Because of the direct affiliation of our
State Government with the Federal Gov-
ernment and because of its co-operation
with the Federal Government as evidenced
by the statements and interjections of the
Chief Secretary tonight and the comments
of the Minister for Community Welfare
particularly when Mr. Medcalf was speak-
ing yesterday, we are justified in contem-
plating withholding supply from the Gov-
ernment.

Because of the Federal Government's
policies, the People of this State are dis-
enchanted and extremely apprehensive. I
could go through a whole list setting out
those apprehensions. We are in a position
to withhold supply from the Government
and, if the circumstances warrant it, we
are morally obliged to take advantage of
it.

I wish to extend that statement a little
further in order to place on record my
views although they have been stated and
restated during the debate. The with-
holding of supply in this Chamber does
not mean that the Public servants, the
hospital employees, the teachers, and so
on, will not be Paid. It does not mean
that at all and, because of his experience,
the Premier knows that probably better
than any other person in the Parliament.

The withholding of supply is a conven-
tion. if nothing else. It is a message to
the Government that it no longer enjoys
the confidence of the People, and by supply
being withheld the Government is denied
the right to govern and must submit itself
to the people at a poll. That is all it
means.

If the public servants were not paid as
a result of such action, it would not be
just because of what the Legislative
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Council did. It would be as a result of
the failure of the Premier and his Gov-
ernment to observe the convention and to
go to the polls. It has been stated and
restated that the withholding of supply
would not tip the Government out. The
payment of public servants could be con-
tinued, but the convention would be pre-
served if the Government submitted itself
to the people to secure again, if it could,
a mandate to govern.

Both before the debate and during it, I
have not been at all sympathetic to the
Government and I have contemplated very
seriously what my decision should be con-
cerning whether or not-not only because
of its own actions but also because of its
direct affliation. and co-operation with and
assistance to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment-the State Government should, in
the interests of the people, be denied
supply.

I would have liked to say more and to
refer to comments made by Miss Elliott.
However, she is not present at the moment
so I will merely say she utilised an argu-
ment used by others in defence of the
Government. I would not hold it against
her or any other members for trying to
defend their party. She felt that the Ton-
kin Government has been criticised and
held responsible for all the ills that have
befallen the State and everything which
occurred particularly during the early
period of its office. Miss Elliott said that
the economic recession could not be
blamed on the Labor Government. How-
ever, a little later she referred to informa-
tion in last week's Press conveying that
certain companies were making consider-
able profits. I Presume she was trying to
convey that those companies were doing
well and, to use the current phraseology,
the State's economy is buoyant at present.
Presumably she meant that the buoyant
economy is as a result of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment's actions. Of course she cannot
have it both ways. That is the Point I
wish to make.

I wish to refer to an aspect which con-
cerns me considerably and which has direct
relationship to the activities of the Federal
Government. In The West Australian of
the 13th August, on page 30, in the business
section, was a heading-

'Brazil rush' is on for the Japanese.

The article was written by Jeff Penberthy,
a well-known columnist, and carries a
Tokyo dateline. The article refers to the
extent of Japanese investment and partici-
pation in the mineral resources of Brazil
and of course it draws comparisons with
the Japanese interests in Australia.
Amongst other things, it states-

Much of it is in areas of competition
with Australian developments, which
may have otherwise attracted the
Japanese capital.

I wonder what connection exists between
that sort of statement and the statements
and activities of the Whitlamn Government
in relation to control of multi-national
investment and the absolute abhorrence of
foreign investment. is there any relation-
ship? Of course there is. What relation-
ship will there be between this report and
industrial activity In Western Australia?
Will Western Australia continue to be held
up as a great State of tremendous mineral
resources? I wonder what will be the
result in Western Australia of those re-
ported activities.

I am not advocating a Japanese take-
over; far from it. But surely we are
mature enough not to fear such events
these days. Surely it Is one of the great
experiences we have gained as a result of
the industrial and overall development of
Western Australia in the past 20 years,-
the capacity and ability to deal on our
terms with the great concerns of Japan
and elsewhere.

Consequently I believe that a statement
like the one I have Just read, and more
particularly those matters to which it
refers, are not necessarily at the moment
being registered In the Australian scene in
terms of its industrial activity and general
prosperity.

However they will be registered when the
Whitlami Government is out of office, and
this country will really feel the effect of
the policies now being implemented by that
Government. This Is the prospect which
disturbs and concerns me in my contem-
plation about whether or not supply should
be withheld from the Government.

My concern is not for what Is occurring
now but for what will occur in the future
and in the immediate future if the Labor
Governments are allowed to remain in
office. I am concerned about the effect on
the people who, by and large, are not in
a position to know or appreciate what may
well happen to them in the near and
distant future as a result of the imple-
mentation of present-day policies. If I
were asked straighout whether I considered
that the Tonkin Government should re-
main in office until next May-almost nine
months--to continue to implement its
policies to the ultimate disadvantage of
Western Australia, a simple answer would
be that it is not entitled to remain in
office. But, what is miore important, is
that the people of Western Australia do
not deserve to suffer any further as a
result of the implementation of its policies.

THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH
(South) [10.57 p.m.3: The possible result
of the vote on the Bill before us has be-
come the subject of controversy not only
in Western Australia but also in the whole
of Australia. In fact, I wonder whether
many world leaders are waiting on the
result of the vote. Probably Mr. Heath,
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Mr. Nixon, and Mr. Lee Quan Yew are
awaiting the outcome to see whether or
not the people of Australia will endorse
the attitudes and new voice of the Labor
Government. At present Japan, which is
our major trading partner, seems to be
looking to Brazil and South America in
an effort to diversify trade away from our
State. I guess it has learnt that the scene
has changed in Western Australia. Those
countries regard this Bill as a guide to the
State's attitude to the Labor Party. Coun-
tries like Japan must have great faith in
a Government when they invest in a
foreign country from which they cannot
withdraw their money once they have
taken the initial steps towards investment
and have decided on their future source
of supply of certain materials. They must
ensure that a regular supply of those
materials will be available and for this
purpose a stable Government on which
they can rely is a necessity. I guess that
those countries are very eager to know
whether a change of Government will
occur or whether they must continue to
negotiate with the present Tonkin Gov-
ernment.

The result of the vote on the measure
seems to be more important than its con-
tents because very little has been said
about the Bill itself which does little more
than indicate that the State Government
requires $265,000,000 to run the State from
the 1st July, 1973, to the 30th June, 1974.

One would think that the contents of
the Bill would be lengthy, but it is the
shortest Bill we have seen this session.
There is no indication of what the money
will be used for: it is merely a Bill to
seek a given amount. The amount involved
at present is much higher than that in
previous Loan Bills. The Leader of the
Opposition gave us some comparisons. He
said that in 1959 the amount involved was
$80,000,000 but when the present Govern-
ment came to office, the amount rose to
$210,000,000 in 1971; $235,000,000 in 1972;
and it has now reached $285,000,000 in
the final year of the term of the present
Government.

It looks as though the State Government
has an inflationary Budget very much
along the same lines as the Federal
Budget. We should be looking at the
situation which exists in Australia today.
We cannot detach Western Australia from
the other States because all States are
interdependent. It is rather frightening to
observe that both the State Labor Govern-
ment and the Federal Labor Government
are carrying out inflationary policies which
will have a disastrous effect upon the
economy of this country.

I was very interested to read in last
week's edition of the Sunday Independent
the leading article which appeared on the
trade and finance page. The article was
headed "Budget will 'let it rip'". It Quoted

a Treasury report and the attitude of the
Treasury to the forthcoming Budget, and
read, in part., as follow-

Canberra, Sat: It Is going to be a
"let it rip" Budget according to the
Treasury. What it is going to mean is
a high rate of real growth, about seven
per cent, with a particularly high rate
of inflation superimposed on it.

Just how far and how fast inflation
will run the Treasury fails to say. But
it does predict that interest rates, al-
ready high, will go much further,

The forecasts were contained in the
Treasury publication The Australian
Economy released early last week.

That is not the view of the paper; it is
the view of the Treasury. The article
continued-

Most significantly the message con-
tained in the publication Is that the
Treasury Is virtually washing its hands
of the consequences of the Budget.

It has advised the Government that
now Is not the time for a rapid ex-
pansion In public sector spending. Any
such move would require a massive re-
structuring of the economy, including
disruptive increases In tax ralsings.

But, the Treasury feels, the Govern-
ment is going to go ahead anyway.
The fact that it forecasts a seven per
cent real growth rate Indicates this.
But It can see Labor doing little or
nothing to contain inflation.

In this the Treasury is far tramn
being a lone voice.

How true. I think this is one of the great
fears which affects everyone in this coun-
try, from the pensioner with his small
savings to the farmer who Is trying to build
up an export trade, and on through to the
businessman.

The attitude of the Labor Party towards
the businessman is most frightening. The
attitude of the Government seems to be to
attack every fainm of business and it com-
mences with the larger companies. Un-
doubtedly, It will eventually have an effict
on all businesses.

It is an easy matter for the Government
to tackle the companies which are multi-
national, and it Is easy to build up emotlcni-
alism by quoting the amount of profits
which are leaving the country. However,
the Government seldom quotes the amount
of money which the multi-national corn-
panics bring into the country, and the
effect of that money on our economy and
on employment. The attack is aimed,
mainly, at overseas managers and, mnore
particularly, American managers. It amazes
mue that the Labor Government should
attack American managers yet it seems to
open the doors to Asians and every non-
descript we can think of. Those who have
expertise, equipment, and skills stern to be
attacked.
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The Hon. D). K. tans: That Is not cor-
rect. We are not opening the doors to
every Asian and nondescript.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Mr.
Darn has tried to Indicate that I am wrong.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: The late
Mr. Caiwell thought the Labor Party was
opening Its doors to every Asian and non-
descript.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I think we
should compare the number of people comn-
Ing to this country.

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: I
think Mr. Darn is trying to quote numbers
rather than where the people come from.

The Hon. D. K. tans: And where they
came from.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: We
can gain much from overseas companies
with their expertise, and I feel that those
companies are prepared to help us to step
up our standard of living in this country.

I was horrified to read an article which
appeared In last Saturday's The West Aus-
tralian. The article referred to a speech
made by Dr. Cairns, and I quote as fol-
lows-

Most of the big companies In Aus-
tralia were controlled by "Wasps"-
white Anglo-Saxon Protestants-the
Minister for Overseas Trade and Sec-
ondary Industry, Dr. Cairns, said to-
day.

Speaking at a symposium, Strategy
2000. Dr. Cairns said that Australia
was controlled by the "unfemale' the
unycung, the unCatholic. the unJew
and the unworker."

He said that about 200 big comnpan-
ies controlled about GO per cent of
productive activity, and no more than
800 people controlled these companies.

Of the 800, 98 per cent were men, 75
per cent were over 50, and probably,
more than '70 per cent were "Wasps".

I am staggered to think that a responsible
Minister of this country should start an
attack of this nature.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: He is only in
common with the rest of them.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I think
it is entirely satirical. It is shocking to
think that he should refer to the religion
of the various People and make compari-
sons between Jews and Catholics. I think
that is degrading.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: He is a
person who discriminates in all forms.

The Hon. D). J. WORDSWORTH: I
wholeheartedly agree. I am also sure that
Mr. Dolan, and others in this Chamber,
are not very happy when they read about
this sort of attack made on business
leaders. Dr. Cairns goes on and makes

some other rather startling statements. I
will read the whole of the article, the
balance of which is as follows--

"Perhaps one of the most important
things would be to persuade people to
want more power in the running of
their factories, trade unions, schools
and localities," he said.

Dr. Cairns said that Australia needed
the means to plan national develop-
ment.

None of us disagree with that. To con-
tinue-

" But If we are to do this we will
need more public ownership and con-
trol," he said. "Soon it will become
as unacceptable to own land as it is
now to own people."

That is rather amazing and I wonder,
firstly, who Dr. Cairns considers are the
people who control other people. I am
more particularly amazed by the statement
that it will become unacceptable to own
land. I feel this is one of the fundamental
rights enjoyed by Australian people, the
same as free speech is enjoyed. People
should be able to own their own land and
I think that more Australians own land
than do the residents of any other country.
A quarter acre block of land is recognised
as Australian all over the world, and yet
here we have a philosophy which, to me,
is shocking.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: People do not
own the land in Canberra.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That
is true and I think it has proved to be
most undesirable. However, we see that
that philosophy is to be carried to other
parts of Australia and an area in Western
Australia is to be planned in much the
same way.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: We will not let
them do it, though.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I hope
the honourable member is right. It Is time
we looked at some of the fundamental
rights which we, in Australia, believe in
and which we normally take for granted.

Many people might consider the state-
ment by Dr. Cairns to be a Joke but I
would like to quote what an American
philosopher had to say, as follows-

The uncontested absurdities of today
are the accepted slogans of tomorrow.

It is about time we started to contest same
of these ridiculous and unwanted philoso-
phies which the Federal Labor Government
seems to be continually suggesting. It is
about time we looked at some of the philo-
sophies to see if they are what the people of
Australia actually want. It seems that the
Government is trying to knock everyone
down to an equal level, rather than try-
ing to lift up some of those who have
a lower standard of iving, or who are
less fortunate.
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It is about time we fought against some
of the philosophies put before us. It
seems to be forgotten that man has a
brain, and he wishes to achieve something
in life. That is not just the prerogative
of the capitalistic society, but just as
much the philosophy of the worker.

Dr. Cairns has attacked the leaders of
the business community, and I just won-
der how he considers that to be fair. In
my own personal case I think of just
one farm worker who manages my prop-
erty while I am here in this House. Why
should he suddenly lose his respect as a
result of taking on management? He was
the best worker on the property and he
still is, in spite of the fact that he has taken
on the responsibility of management.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: How much sick
leave does he get a year?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: If he
is sick for a month, he gets leave for a
month. In the same way, I had a man
who broke an amn and he was on full pay
for several months. So the honourable
member should not criticise what is done
in relation to sick leave.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I was not criticis-
ing. I merely asked a question.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
honourable member has his answer. Not
only is the Labor Party attacking business
but it is also attacking the professions.'The attack on the medical profession is
as much an attack upon the individual as
upon the profession itself. Salaries and
wages have been used as the excuse, but
we have heard very little about the wages
others are earning. I was rather interest-
ed to see in The Australian the other day
that bricklayers earn up to $650 a week.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: In Western Aus-
tralia?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I1 do
not think it matters whether it was in
Western Australia or where it was.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I was wondering
where it was.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
Australian happens to be an Australian
paper which covers the whole country.
The people referred to are in New South
Wales, and I will quote the news item.
The heading is "3000 men needed to beat
home shortage", and It reads-

The nationwide shortage of building
tradesmen is so acute that bricklayers
are earning up to $650 a week and
carpenters up to $300 . .. Mr. Jack
De Vries, N.S.W. construction mana-
ger for project builders, Pettit Sevitt,
said yesterday: "Good bricklayers now
earn more than our managing direc-
tor. We've never had such an acute
shortage of tradesmen."

He said bricklaying teams were now
able to command $80 per 1000 bricks
laid on level sites and up to $110 on
difficult jobs.

A bricklayer with a laborer can lay
about 2000 bricks a day. This gives
the two-man team an income of $900
for a five-day week. The bricklayer
would get $850 or more of this.

It is not only the professional man and
the business leader who are making a profit
out of the boom conditions, but it is very
noticeable that the Labor Party is attack-
ing mainly the businessman and the pro-
fessional man. I wonder where this will
end.

I will be one of the first to agree that
there are a few things in our medical
system which could be improved, but over
the years we have evolved one of the most
satisfactory schemes we could have.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: One of the best
in the world.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: But in
true style, the Labor Government finds one
or two things wrong and tries to introduce
a whole revolutionary scheme, such as the
one proposed for local government which
has already been discussed. I do not think
any of us would deny that there are short-
comings in the finances of local govern-
ment and that the Federal Government
was spending most of the money and pass-
ing the indebtedness on to the States, par-
ticularly to local government.

It appears the Federal Government is
determined to introduce a regional con-
cept into Australia and is trying to relegate
State Parliaments to nothing more than
capital city councils. Although the Minis-
ter for Local Government has tried to play
this down a little, I do not think it would
be out of place for me to quote the Prime
Minister. I will quote from his paper en-
titled "A New Federalism" which he gave
in September, 1971. He said-

Ideally, our continent should have
neither so few State Governments nor
so many local governments. We should
not have a federal system of overlap-
ping Parliaments and a delegated but
supervised system of local government.

We should have a House of Repre-
sentatives for international matters
and nationwide matters, an Assembly
for the affairs of each of our dozen
largest cities and Regional Assemblies
for the few score areas of rural pro-
duction and resource development out-
side these cities.

That pretty well lays on the line the wish
of the Labor Party. It might not have
introduced it all in the one Bill we have
been discussing but it has certainly laid
the foundation for those principles, and
when he gave his policy speech the
Prime Minister carried it one stage fur-
ther.

2674



[Wednesday, 15 August, 19731

I would like to quote part of Professor
Gordon Reid's speech, which has been
quoted several times but unfortunately we
have not had a copy of it.

I have now been given a copy, and I
would like to tell members a few of his
views. I feel that he is in a far better
position than we are to conduct research
into the various policy speeches and com-
ments in Federal Parliament.

The Hon. (3. C. MacKinnon., He has
read all the relevant papers and correlated
them.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I was
interested in his comments. about the
money which Is to be given to local govern-
ment. He says--

But charity is never without its
motives. Grants to local governing
bodies under the legislation are to be
made only to "approved regional or-
ganizations"; the power of approval in
each case being vested in the Minister
for Urban and Regional Development.
And applications for such grants will
be forwarded to the Grants Commis-
sion for enquiry at the discretion of
another Commonwealth Minister.

There has been no attempt, either
in the legislation or in the parlia-
mentary debate on it, to hide the
government's intention to use grants
to local authorities under Section 96
to encourage the nation-wide develop-
ment of a regional organization of
local government in Australia.

We have heard some of the comments
during the debate in the House of Repre-
sentatives. These were quoted by the Min-
ister for Local Government. I feel it would
not be out of Place to quote from the
debate in the Senate. Senator Carrick had
this to say, and I think this is very
interesting -

.. the "use of money-power to take
over", and that henceforth "the Fed-
eral Socialist Government will be con-
ducting the orchestra of local govern-
ment throughout Australia."

Mr. Killen's statement has already been
quoted, but I feel it is worth while to
quote it again-

. . . It may be safely described as the
most significant de facto alteration
ever made to the Australian Constitu-
tion.

Here we see it being carried out without
any change In the Constitution at all, but
merely by the control of money under
section 96.

The Minister for Local Government said
that the regions will be a combination of
shires, and the combination will depend

upon the wishes of the shires. it is a PitY
that Professor Gordon Reid did not think
the same. He said-

I suggest that regions in government
will be where politicians choose to
draw them.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I suggest to
you and Professor Reid that history will
tell the tale to all the know-ails. "You
just wait for 12 to 18 months.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Does
the Minister not think that boundaries
will be where the Government chooses to
draw them?

The Hon. H.. H. C. Stubbs: Many of the
Federal Liberal politicians are talking
complete hogwash.

The Hon, D. J. WORDSWORT'H: I do
not consider that Professor Reid Is a
Federal politician.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I cannot keep
up with you. You are talking about a
Federal politician one minute and Profes-
s9or Gordon Reid the next.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
Minister for Local Government chopped
around with his quotes so much that we
could not follow him. At least members
can understand me.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The Minister
did not make any original comments. He
simply read from the Federal Hansard.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I
think that perhaps-

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Perhaps you
should sit down!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are doing a
good job.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I will
certainly go on.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I Can guaran-
tee you will.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Whilst
members are sometimes critical when one
reads Press cuttings, we must remember
that the newspapers of today are the
history of tomorrow. They Play a very
significant part by recording what is going
on.

One of the worst features Is the part
that the elected representatives will play
in these new regions. I feel that this is
something which has perhaps been forgot-
ten. One is assuming that representatives
will be elected, but it looks as though this
may not be so. I would like to quote from
a report prepared by the Institute of
Urban Studies, 1972, because I feel this
has great significance to the debate. I am
not quoting a Liberal politician who may
be thought to be biased. Part of the report
reads--

local government should not be
burdened with any major participa-
tion in the development of the new
city. .. ... the local people should be
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gradually included. There should be
gradually and increasing local govern-
ment representation . .. so that, when
the time is ripe ... full responsibility
may be handed over to fully experi-
enced representatives."

Professor Gordon Reid goes on to say-
....we can only assume as far as

new regional cities are concerned.
that they are already deemed far too
complex for elected representatives to
meddle in. The well established warn-
ing that consumers have lost, that
managers, scientists, technologists
have gained power will be particularly
relevant. It appears then that self-
government in the regional age in
Australia will be permitted only
"when the time is ripe".

It seems that the policy of the Federal
Government is to take responsibility out
of the hands of the elected Government
and to place it more and more into the
hands of civil servants; and we have al-
ready heard about the difficulties en-
countered when Government, departments
are run from Canberra. We have heard
the Minister for Local Government suggest
that part of our income tax should be
granted to local government. I think he
mentioned a figure of $2 a head.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: I made that
suggestion in my letter of October, 1972.
This has nothing to do with what I read
out of Hansard tonight.

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH; That
is right.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: Do we agree?
We are improving.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
agreeing with the Minister that he said
a certain percentage of income tax should
be given to local government on a per
capita basis. It is that basis I would like
to question, because it is rather interesting
to see what has happened regarding State
aid for private schools. Here is a case in
which the previous Government was
actually granting sums to schools as a
subsidy on a per capita basis. But no
sooner did the present Government assume
office than It withdrew the subsidy on that
basis and worked out a completely new
structure. As far as I can see, it was
worked out on some computer formula. I
think before long the same thing will
happen in regard to local government.

The Hon. ft. Thompson: Have the per
capita grants for schools been withdrawn
at present?

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH: The
per capita basis has been withdrawn.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: Since when?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: In its

place we are to have a new system Under
which the various schools will be graded
from "A" to "D".

The Hon. ft. Thompson: When was it
withdrawn?

The Hon. J. Heitman: You know that
as well as anyone else; it was in the Press
recently.

The Hon. R. Thompson: But they are
still being paid.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Yes, today;
and they might be tomorrow; but they are
being withdrawn.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I think
one of the frightening things of this
regional concept is that every region will
owe its allegiance to Canberra rather than
to the State Parliament. I wonder what
will happen when these regions are con-
trolled from Canberra. I wonder how
much interplay we will see between the
regions. Surely this is what the States are
doing now. Part of the policy, as we have
heard, is that the States will be relegated
to doing little more than looking after the
larger capital cities. We have heard criti-
cism in the past that Lord Forrest ran
all the railways to Perth, and very little
planning was done to develop regional
towns and areas with their own ports.
However, I can see that once we have
Federal control we will be much worse
off than ever before. I agree that perhaps
Western Australia is admirably suited to
being run as a State because the desert
cuts us off so much from the other States.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: If they are
genuine in their desire to help, why don't
they give the money to the State and let
us do it ourselves?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Do you mean
to say that Western Australia is completely
a region? Is that your thinking?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: West-
ern Australia today is treated as a State.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Are you
advocating that it be a region in this
Grants Commission concept?

The Hon. 3. Heitman: Of course he
isn't.

The Hon. R, H. C. Stubbs: He is able to
speak for himself. once he starts you can't
stop him, so don't you answer for him.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
saying that Western Australia in itself is
a very great region.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: That is what
I wanted to find out; because if you think
that you will find that Western Australia
will get nothing, just as the other claimant
States get nothing.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It is a
region now.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: I asked him
whether he is advocating under the
Grants Commission concept that Western.
Australia should be a region, and I under-
stood him to say, "Yes".
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The Hon, D. J. WORDSWORTH: One
of the interesting aspects of this concept
is that we can see the shires being des-
troyed. It is also rather frightening to see
--one might call this a Budget leak-that
rates may no longer be an income tax
concession. This is one of Dr. Coomubs' sug-
gestions, and one wonders what is the ob-
jective behind it. Why should rates no
longer be considered a legitimate business
expense?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It Is to break
local government.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Mr.
Logan Is quite correct; I see it as nothing
but an attack on local government in an
effort to make the public dissatisfied with
local authorities and shire councillors.
Then we will have confusion: and then
of course in will come the Federal Govern-
ment with its revolution. We will end up
with control not in the hands of elected
representatives of local government as we
have at present, but in the hands of Can-
berra public servants, Of course, another
aspect of disallowing rates as a legitimate
business expense is that they become a
straight-out capital tax. If one is not al-
lowed to deduct rates as a business expense,
one must pay rates out of one's capital.
Then one is no longer paying simply a tax
on income, but also a tax on capital. So we
see this is a subtle way of introducing a
changed taxation system.

I received in the mail three weeks ago
a letter and a form from the Bureau of
Census and Statistics. Farmers usually fill
in these forms In March of each year, and
I had already filled in mine for this year
so I was rather surprised to receive an-
other. What did I find? It is an additional
statistical form asking 184 different ques-
tions regarding the financial implications
of my business. The first part is headed
"Rates and Taxes" and the bureau wishes
to know full particulars of every rate I
pay, whether it be local government rates,
vermin rates, weed control rates, or what-
ever. This is only one of many very
personal questions.

One has no hope of filling in such a
form unless one pays a considerable sum
to an accountant. The questions go far
beyond the accounts that farmers keep for
income tax purposes, You will be aware,
Sir, that in a normal income tax return a
farmer is able to express his business in
about 20 or 25 categories.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: By the colour of
tbe paper it looks like a bluey.

The H-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH: In
this case there are 184 questions, and the
first one is, "What are your rates?" So
perhaps the Federal Government has al-
ready gone a little further than we thought
it had.

Mr. Dans has taken the Opposition to
task for introducing too much Federal
matter. I would not like him to think
that we would confine our criticism to
matters of a Federal nature.

So for the benefit of the local members
of Parliament I raise the question of the
Kcalgoorlie High School. I know this will
be very close to the portfolio held by the
Leader of the House, and will also be of
interest to two members who represent the
province that embraces Kalgoorlie. It will
also be of interest to two prominent mem-
bers in another place; that is, The Hon.
T. D. Evans, the member for Kalgoorlie,
and Mr. Hartrey, the member for Boulder-
Dundas.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: Who are
the two members here?

The H-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH: We
have our frustrated member, Mr. Leeson,
who said he cannot find much to do in his
position and, of course, there is the hon-
ourable Minister.

The Hon. 5. J. Dellar:, Which Minister?

The Hon. D). J. WORDSWORTH: Which
Minister represents Kalgoorie?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs' And I can
tell the honourable member that he rep-
resents it wonderfully well: he was re-
turned unopposed.

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: In
view of that interjection, I wonder how
the Minister has allowed conditions such
as these to continue in a school that lies
within his province.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: We inherited
it from your Glovernment.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
Minister may have inherited it from the
previous Government, but I would hate to
have a school such as that in my province
and not raise the question in Parliament.
Since I have been a member of this House
I have not heard anything of the shock-
Ing conditions in that high school raised
in this Chamnber.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It is not necessary
to bring every complaint to Parliament.
you know.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It would
be in this instance: this is the worst in
Australia.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Why did you
put up with It for 12 years?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon; Because
the local members did not bring it up.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Don't tell me the
Minister should not have been aware of
the position.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I was a
health surveyor when the previous Govern-
ment was in office and I visited a school
that had no drinking water available and
no toilet facilities.
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The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Why
did not the Minister condemn this school?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Because I
am not the health surveyor now.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: But
he could have reported it to the Minister.
I was horrified to enter a classroom in
that school which measured 16 feet by
12 feet and the ceiling was only six inches
above my head.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: And the
door came off an old Chubb safe.

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH: Classes
were being conducted in this hovel; that
is the only way that one can describe it.
It was one of those huts that is used in
P.W.D. camps to acommodate single men.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Who put it there?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: From

the look of it it could have been erected
at any time during the past 100 years.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Probably
in the time of Johin Forrest.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Why don't
you tell us the one about the three bears?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Tell him one
that will send him to sleep.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (The Ron.
F. D. Willmott): Order!

The Hon. X0. J. WORDSWORTH: It Is
little wonder that the people in Balcatta.
voted the way they did at the recent by-
election particularly when one witnesses
the discomforts of the school children in
that school.

The Hon. S. J. flellar: Why did you not
visit the police station in that area?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: it will only
take you a day to get there; You can leave
now.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: One
must comment on the effect it must have
on the children attending that school, be-
cause I think they take to heart very much
the conditions of their school. it is in the
classroom that they learn good habits. It
is little wander that the housing in Kal-
goorie Is so bad if this classroom Is any
example of the conditions under which
the people must live.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I think you
have said enough; you can sit down.

The H-on. D, J. WORDSWORTH: Finally,
before I am about to sit down-

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Is that a
threat or a promise?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: He has got
under the Minister's skin with that refer-
ence to the Kalgoorlie High School.

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: It Is
quite obvious that the people of Western
Australia view this Supply Bill as a means
by which we can change the Government
of this State and thus help) them show
their dissatisfaction with a Labor Party

Government both at the State level and th
Commonwealth level. I think this is
means of enabling the public to expres
their feelings now that they knoi
what it is like to have both a State Labo
Government and a Commonwealth Labo
Government.

In the first 18 months that this Govern
ment was in office we were fortunate the
we had a Liberal Party Federal Govern
mient In Canberra. We did not have
combination of two Labor Governments k
the Comnmonwealth and State spheres
Obviously the public are frightened of who
will happen with a Labor Government i
office in both the State and Conunonwealtl
spheres. I Intend to make one quote fron
a booklet entitled Labor and the Constilus
fton which has been written by E. G, Whit
lam, Q.C., M.P. It Is quite relevant to thi
debate, and this paper is headed, "The Rol
of State Members". It reads as follows-

Much can be achieved by Labor rnem
bers of the State Parliaments in effec:
tuating Labor's aims of more effectiv,
powers for the national parliament amo
for local government. Their role is ti
bring about their own dissolution
When the Labor party holds office ii
the Commonwealth Parliament, th
States which have Labor government
could readily make agreements unde
Section 51 (xxxiii) and (xxiv) for thi
acquisition and construction and ext
tension of railways in the States by th
Commonwealth and under Section 5
(xxxvii) for the reference to the Corn
monwealth of many of their presen
functions, such as those in respect o
health and hospitals, Ports and fish
eries.

So it can be seen that Mr. Whitlam ha
suggested that when we have a Labor Qov
erment both at the State and Common
wealth level it is Labor's policy t
bring down the structure of Stat
Parliaments. This is one of the reason
that so many people are suggesting Lha
we should bring about the downfall of thi
Government. I could almost think that i
would be an act of treason should a mem
ber of the State Parliament agree witl
those principles and have them laid dowi
in the Labor Party platform to which, a
Labor members, they are asked to agree.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: You say tha
that is treason?

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: It I
very close to treason. Anyway, I appreci
ate, as a Legislative Councillor, that wi
have distinct areas of responsibility-

The Hon, W. F. Willesee: And inability
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: -anc

we should work within stated con.
fines. I find myself In a position where
am unable to agree with the mob whici
requests that we should remove the StaUA
Governments. If I believe in the argu.
ments I have put forward relating to thi
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Ights of the Individual and justice to all,
hen it is my duty to agree to the passage
)f the Supply Bill In spite of my belief that
Ye would not receive the same justice if
xe were in Government.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower
West) [11.51 P.m.]: This has been a most
interesting debate. It is significant in
more ways than one. Firstly, it is sig-
nificant in that this is the first time there
has been a full-scale debate in which the
proposition put forward is that the State
Labor Government should not be permitted
to remain in office. Secondly, it is signi-
ficant in that a tremendous amount of
Federal politics has been brought into the
debate. I believe that in the main the
contributions to the debate have been of
a high standard.

In saying that I exclude the contribu-
Lion made by Miss Elliott and that made
by Mr. Dans. I do not consider the con-
tribution of Mr. Stubbs to be a speech,
because the greater part he quoted was
from what Mr. Whitlamn said when he
introduced the Grants Commission Bill in
the Rouse of Representatives.

There are excellent reasons for so much
time being spent on matters which are
predominantly of Federal import. The
key to this was mentioned by Mr. Words-
worth when he quoted from what I label
as the socialist manifesto, but which is
entitled Labor and the Constitution. This
Is a booklet which contains three papers
by Mr. Whitlam, Q.C., and they are-

The Constitution versus Labor.
Socialism Within the Australian

Constitution.
Labor Policies and Commonwealth

Powers.
These topics are extremely interesting,
and Mr. Whitlarn makes no secret of the
fact that he and his Government are
socialistic. He leaves no doubt as to what
he expects from the properly elected State
representatives in this Parliament. Mr.
Wordsworth has quoted from this booklet.
but I wish to wake reference to it also.
The first quote appears on page 26 of the
booklet as follows--

The Role of State Members
Their role is to bring about their own

dissolution.
The ultimate role is to be this, according
to the booklet-

There should be metropolitan par-
liaments, as in Brisbane, to determine
for their whole area those things
which concern that area alone, e.g.,
transport, town planning and land
use, electricity generation and distri-
bution, water and sewerage supplies,
ambulances and fire brigades. Again.
many regional areas, such as the
Riverima, the Hunter Valley, the Clar-
ence River and Central and Northern

Queensland, might have had more
attention Paid to their conservation
and development Problems...

The Ron. R. H. C. Stubbs: You will be
accused of not making a speech if you
continue to read that extract.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: To con-
tinue with the quote from the booklet-

,..if they had had more effective
co-ordination and consultation within
the areas concerned.

So it becomes apparent that there is good
reason for us to consider the steps which
the Federal Government is taking. For
the first time we have seen a Federal Gov-
ernment moving into areas which are
traditionally matters of labour control, and
doing so without scruple; and subverting
the Constitution through the power of
money.

If Mr. Whitlam's words contain any
truth, and if they have any credence
among his fellows, then he must be taking
these steps with the full co-operation and
sanction of his parliamentary colleagues
in the States. It is to the credit of the
Premier of Western Australia (Mr.
Tonkin) that he is one of the few who has
publicly stated that this should be stopped.
Although he might not have used those
words, he should have added, "Thank God
for the Legislative Council which can do
just that."

The prospect of the Supply Bill being
rejected was based on very good and sound
reasons. This debate has convinced me
that it Is proper in the circumstances to
give the matter serious consideration. In-
deed, my view on that certainly hardened
as the debate progressed, because more and
wore aspects were brought to light.

With the situation in the political
sphere being what it is-a Labor Govern-
ment in office in Western Australia and at
Canberra-we are facing a situation where
Australia is to be changed irrevocably, and
changed for the worse.

One of the statements which shocked
and horrified we was uttered by Mr. Dans,
when he said that we would have the
greatest social welfare State in the world.
God help us if we do. When that time
comes I can visualise the idea of work
and reward for Work being sneered at;
and I can visualise the old-fashioned vir-
tues going out of the window.

Miss Elliott referred to the case of a
family which was in some difficulty. I
checked on this, and I found I was out by
one child. On the Present scale of welfare
benefits that family would be receiving $9
less per week than it would if the father
were working. Australia will face the same
situation as England did when some 2,000
workers at the Ford motor works went on
strike. The majority of the workers who
had three children or more found they
were better off or just as well off under
social service as they were when working.
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The world Is a competitive place. We
should bear in mind that in a couple of
socialist countries stoppages of work are
not permitted. I refer to the U.S.S.R. and
China. Those people will leave us for dead,
because by industrial stoppages we will
lose the virtues which have made us a
great nation. We might have the privilege
of saying that the social services of Aus-
tralia are better than those of Sweden,
but I wager that the suicide rate in our
country would top that of Sweden which,
I understand, is the highest in the world.

The Hon. D. K. Vans: You understand
that?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That
country had the highest suicide rate when
I last saw the statistics.

The Hon. D. 1C. Vans: You relate that
to the social services that are provided?

The Hon. G. 0. MacKINNON: I put that
down to the lack of reward for service.
I am a capitalist.

The Hon. D. K. Vans: H-ow successful
are you?

The H-on. 0.0C. MacKINNON: Quite uan-
successful, but I see nothing wrong with
getting a reward for effort, of making a pro-
fit If I can, and of being able to work
hard and so do better for myself . I have
heard many migrants say what a won-
derful country Australia is, because if the
people here are prepared to work they will
get ahead. That is what makes a coun-
try and a people great.

Therein lies the great difference between
us on this side and members on the Gov-
ernment side. The things which Mr. Dans
hails as the hallmark of the plans of the
Labor Party I see as the possible root of
disaster.

The Hon. D. K. Vans: Let that enun-
ciation of Yours be judged at the next
Federal election.

The Hon. G. C. MacKIfNON: Mr. Dans
might be quite right, but that would not
alter my opinion which can he sub-
stantiated. I believe that the type of
thinking which Mr. Vans enunciated in
that one statement had a lot to do with
the decline of the United Kingdom, throw-
ing in the wars and everything else. That
I believe, and that I am entitled to believe.

'The Hon. D. K. Vans: No-one denies
that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I was
fascinated with Miss Elliott's speech be-
cause she raised all the hairy old myths
I thought we had laid to rest. I sit here
and it gives me real pleasure to look across
at Miss Elliott when she comes into this
Chamber. Women always seem to have
the ability to look much better groomed
than men.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It does not give
her much pleasure to look across at you.

The Hon. G. C. MacHINNON: I look a
Mr. Ron Thompson and Mr. Stubbs ami
that probably makes my pleasure all thi
greater. It is a matter of comparison.

The Hon. 3. Dolan: They are sorry the:
cannot return the compliment.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: You would no
be susceptible to women, by any chance'

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I am.'
thought that was quite clearly understood

The Ron. V. K. Vans: He is unsuccess,
ful in business but successful in thai
direction.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr
Willesee referred to ray being sujsceptibl
not successful.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: You mus:
come from the cow country because therE
Is a lot of dust around.

The H-on. 0. C. MacKINNON: This Ui
not dust because Miss Elliott quoted whal
a hard-done-by Government the Tonkir
Government was when it walked Intc
office. I can visualise the scene. The
Cabinet members sat around the kidney-
shaped table-

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: There waw
nothing left.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: -and
they interviewed Mr. Townslng and asked
him how much money they had. He would
have said, "You have no money, but a
deficit. We are really down the drain",
Then the Cabinet members would have
said, "Why didn't someone tell us?"

However, in 1971 I made a speech which
Is recorded at page 208 of Hansard No. 1.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: It is a pity they
didn't listen to you.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON:' It Is. In
actual fact I did something on that oc-
casion which I do not normally do. I read
a number of extracts from newspapers. I
said-

In The West Australian of the 15th
December the then Premier, Sir David
Brand, said that the national wage
decision would add $2,250,000 to the
Government's wages bill this financial
year and about $4,500,000 in a full
year.

I went on to quote extracts from many
newspapers published before the election
and in those articles the figure had finally
risen to something like $20,000,00. I re-
peat that the information was published
before the election from Press releases
issued by one of the most honest men it
has been my pleasure to meet--Sir David
Brand.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Hear, hear!
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The Hon. G. C_ MacKINNON: On Page
209 1 said-

On the 10th March we find the
following:-

Premier Tonkin said yesterday
that the State Government's
finances were in a serious position.

I said-
The penny had finally dropped, and

this had taken half December, all of
January, all of February, and ten days
of March. On the 11th March Mr.
Tonkin said: "W.A. faces $10,000,000
deficit."

He was told that in December before the
electon; yet Miss Elliott still tells us that
thrc Labor Party did not know.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: I did not say we
did not know. I said the previous Govern-
ment left the Treasury broke.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: The
reasons for that were given too. I can well
remember the feeling when we learnt of
the court decision over which we had no
political control or any desire for control.
We are not like our confreres who desire
to have political control of practically
every industrial matter. I can well remem-
ber sitting in Cabinet when advice of the
court decision was received and how horni-
fled we were when we made our calcula-
tions and found what was happening
to the Treasury of this State as a result
of the big rise in salaries. I am quite sure
that Mr. Arthur Griffith and Mr. Logan
can remember that occasion as well.

The Mon. W. F. Willesee: Mr. Arthur
Griffith can look after himself.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKIN'NON: As a
matter of fact, I appealed to the member
to support me!

The new project which had commenced
in the State-the Manjimup canning fac-
tory-was the one genuine one the Labor
Government bad commenced and it was
the only one Miss Elliott did not Include
in her list. However, Mr. Ferry handled
that pretty well I thought.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Wonderfully well.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKfl0ON: These
matters are the reason that serious con-
sideration should be given to withholding
supply. However, to prove that we are also
concerned over State matters, I wish to
quote further statements which involve a
Government which Is supposed to be con-
cerned about social problems. The follow-
ing appeared in The West Australian of
the 21st July this year-

"The State Housing Commission can-
not take the responsibility for the
social activities of its tenants," the
Minister for Housing, Mr. Bickerton,
said today.

"Its job is to build and maintain
houses, not to supervise how people
live."

Mr. Bickerton's comment on the
social activities of S.H.C. tenants was
an obvious reference to the complaints
of Mrs. Joyce Duckham.

Every authority controlling any activity of
the Government has a responsibility to
watch over the social welfare of the people
in the vicinity. I agree with Mr. Cive
Griffiths that social problems have de-
veloped in some of the high-rise structures.
I found out too late when I went to the
United Kingdom that in Glasgow tremen-
dous problems have been experienced with
their high-rise buildings because they
adopted this very attitude and did not
consider the social problems of the people
living in the areas. They did not provide
sufficient playing areas or make provision
for the children and young teenagers. The
authorities in Glasgow tell some terrifying
stories of teenage activities In those dis-
tricts. The very people who claim they
look after the poor, the sick, and the
indigent people better than anyone else
shun and neglect their real responsibility.

In my own home town of Bunbury, dis-
advantaged people have been placed along-
side others in homes that have been pur-
chased by the S.H.C. Mr. Withers men-
tioned similar cases in the north. It Is
my firm conviction that the actions of this
Government are creating bitterness, hatred,
and racial tension. I do not believe the
Government Is doing this on purpose or
with any malice, but it is doing it. I am
quite sure that if the Government looked
at the situation dispassionately it would
realise this.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Where would
you house them?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: 1 will
talk about that in a moment.

Many people have invested the bulk of
their capital in their house. They work
hard, behave themselves, and purchase -a
home. Then, with no "beg your pardon"
or "by your leave" they find next door to
them people who simply cannot cope with
the situation because they are not trained
or educated to do so. Through no fault
of their own, maybe, they are in such a
depressed situation that they drink too
much and do not have a sense of respon-
sibility. Their pension cheques are re-
ceived through the Post and so they do
not even have to go anywhere to collect
them.

The Hon. J. L. H-unt: Who would those
people be?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: They are
disadvantaged people under the Act.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: If they re-
ceive a pension, they are not disadvantaged
people under the Act.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Social
service.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They are not
disadvantaged people, then?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
people living next door decided that there
was too much noise, too much indecent
exposure while young children were around,
and too much swearing. Also, a de facto
wife was chased around the yard by a
person with a knife, So they tried to sell
their house and although they dropped the
price by $1,000, and then by $1,500, they
were not able to sell after a period of 18
months,

Any Government activity which is aimed
at the betterment of any situation, whether
It be the construction of a road, a bridge,
or anything else, and which causes incon-
venience to people usually involves the pay-
ment of compensation.

Quite frequently people are placed in
uncomfortable situations because they are
unable to cope with the normal way of life.
They are usually poorer than the people
surrounding them and that would be a
source of discomfort. This Government
really deserves censure of the most severe
kind.

I know of a street just outside of Bun-
bury which contained only three rental
State Housing Commission homes. I will
take only the one street but the same can
be said of several streets. It is 400 or 500
yards In length and one of the rental
houses became vacant. Two or three
efforts were made by a syndicate of other
people in the street to buy the house. They
wanted to buy It and let it. I tried to get
the State Housing Commission to sell the
house to a migrant family who had done
well and who wanted a smaller house.

The rest of the houses in the street were
privately owned but none of the owners
were wealthy people as indicated in some
of the Labor Party pamphlets. They were
carpenters, truck drivers, and hard work.
ing people who had saved their money and
bought their homes. However, a family
was brought from Bridgetown and moved
right Into the midst of those hard working
people. They were not placed there by
the Department of Community Welfare.
but by the State Housing Commission. It
so happens that they are a nice family and
well behaved, but I wonder whether those
people are as comfortable as they could be.
in spite of the best will in the world there
must be some antagonism towards them.
and I have no doubt there is. I wonder If
that was the sort of kind hearted thing
which the Government is always telling us
It prides itself in doing.

I think the answer to the problem is
that we must be wore careful, as was men-
tioned by Mr. Withers. More care must be
given to training programmes and educa-
tion. One of the worst families has moved
out and I think It would be interesting if

the Minister were to inquire into the num-
ber of calls made to that house by' the
police during the last six months.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Your Govern-
ment bought 18 houses in one suburb and
placed these disadvantaged people in them.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKflfNON: That Is
right; Jolly bad thing. It was a wrong
policy.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Of course.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: And your

Government has continued It.
The Hon. R. Thompson: No. the people

are still living In those houses.
The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON: I have

said it Is a wrong policy, However, for
goodness sake the Government should not
bold itself up as being greater than every-
one else and consider that it will revolu-
tionise Australia.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Who said that?
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINON; I have

read a lot of literature.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: It is not an

official publication, but it is a good book.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Yes, it is

a good book. Allow me to point out one
or two other matters which show a com-
plete justification for looking seriously at
the Supply Bill in a situation such as this.
I will Jump briskly over the Yunderup
Canals development and the guarantee to
Miss Watters of a lot of money for a pri-
vate project which should never have been
started, in my opinion. Even Mr. Dans
allows me my own opinion in that particu-
lar case. That case was bad enough but
the one which is the daddy of them all is
the Trades Hall office building. I objected
to the proposal when I first heard about it,
and I have objected ever since. I am not
altogether sure that my facts are comn-
pletely true because I can only go upon
the information available in records. I
believe the project was commenced by an
instruction from The Honourable John
Tonkin. Let me say that I have a very
high regard for The Honourable John
Tonkin. However, this is the sort of deal
which, if it had been entered into by our
Government-if we had entered into an
agreement with the idberal Party to build
Liberal Party House, and make it about
10 times bigger, and forcibly make a
Government department transfer Into It
and give a gilt-edged no-risk private guar-
antee to the Liberal Party-we would not
have heard the end of it.

The I-on. D. K. Dans: Would you say
It was a good capitalist action or a good
socialist action?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think it
is a shocking, scurrilous, capitalist action,
and it is even worse because members op-
posite are socialists.

The Hon. R. Thompson- I did not think
such a thing existed.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINI'ON: Of course.
Capitalists are in gaols all over the world,
and that deal is in that class. Members
opposite seem to think it is funny.

The Hon. W. P. Willesee: No, they do
not. Do not put us all in your status.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The honour-
able member told me not to point my
finger the other night.

The Ron. W. P. Wlllesee: I am sorry;
the member on his feet is intriguing me.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: A news-
paper article concerning the Trades Hall
office deal, in part, was as follows-

The formal guarantee that the Gov-
ernment has given for the loan in-
volves a theoretical risk to taxpayers'
money, but not an actual one because
occupation of the building by the de-
partment virtually guarantees the suc-
cess of the project.

A copy of the lease agreement was
tabled In the Legislative Assembly
yesterday...

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: Will the honour-
able member read the part about the
cheap rents?

The Hon. 0. C, MACKINNON: I will
read the -whole of the article, if necessary.
The section referred to is as follows-

AS well as Trades Hall Inc., the
Government will get a good deal. The
rent of $3.40 a sq. ft. far the two
departments-which are now in sub-
standard accommodation-has been
described by a, property valuer as very
reasonable.

That is fair enough.
The Hon. D). J. Wordsworth: Those rents

are subject to review and they may not
be so good af ter the review.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: A fair
deal depends entirely on what the place Is
to be used for.

It goes on to talk about substandard
accommodation. I was in that substandard
accommodation for six years. Indeed, some
of the accommodation in which the staff
worked was pretty poor. While I was
there, a proposition was put to us by a
private developer to build office accommo-
dation just Past the Royal Perth Hospital.
Land was available and the accommoda-
tion could have been built at a very reason-
able rate. We refused it for the simple
reason that the site was completely unsuit-
able. The most suitable site was around
Rheola Street. For a department of this
nature to work and for the officers to be
able to get in touch with hospitals it should
be situated within reasonable proximity to
the city but close to a ring road so that
the officers can reach those other hospitals
quickly. If we were to search Perth we
could not find a worse site than that
adjacent to the Trades Hall.

Had the Proposition been put to depart-
mental officers they would have knocked it
back. I know the officers and the way they
reason. They would have worked it out
and, In fact, we gave them this sort of
thing to look at. I am quite certain they
would have knocked It back as being un-
reasonable and not worth continuing with.
It would not matter whether the rent was
$3.40 or $2.40 a square foot because it is in
the wrong position. According to this
article, the department will be stuck with
It for 20 years.

It is simply wrongly placed. As I have
said, we could have had an office block
built but that, too, would have been
wrongly placed. Coercion has obviously
been brought to bear on these people, as I
see It. I say that sort of action would
justify the kind of proposal which we have
put forward.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Is not the Liberal
Party selling its headquarters shortly?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, It is.
This is perfectly justifiable capitalistic
business. There is no fraud and nothing
underhand. We raised money, built a new
building, and are selling the existing one.

The Hon. D. K. Dans.: Is not the Gov-
ernment guaranteeing a loan to the Nurs-
Ing Association to buy It?

The Hon. J. Dolan: No.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: it is not?
The Hon. G. C. MACKINNON: Let us

suppose that this pipe dream which Mr.
Dans has dredged out of his opium fields
of Turkey-which he apparently knows
about-is true.

The Hon. D. K. Dans.: 'Red hand" is the
brand I was on tonight!I

The Hon. 0. C. MvacKINNON: Let us
imagine It is true. What business is it of
the Labor Party? Where does he get these
ideas?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What intrigues
me is the way the minister shut him up.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNoN: Mr. Dans
should ask Mr. Dolan more questions be-
fore he opens his mouth.

The Hon. J. Dolan: I wish he would.
The Ron. G. C. MacKINNON: in this

way Mr. Dolan would advise him and not
allow him to make silly mistakes.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I only asked a
question.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We should ask
questions about that next week.

The Hon. G. C. MACKINNON: I hope
Mr. Dans Is satisfied with the answer.

The I-on. D. K. Dans: Not entirely.
The Hon. 0, C. MACKINNON: I must

mention one other fact. We have all heard
the catcheries "A vote for Labor is a vote
for fair prices. Labor will put value back
Into money. Labor will help you in other
ways",
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The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Measles
said that,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Bunbury.
like all other country towns, had a sewer-
age rate .)f 15c. Then there was a revalua-
tion. Does the Government intend to drop
the rate? No, a few extra dollars are in-
valved so the Government grabs every cent
of it. Quite a famous firm carries the
advertisement, "It is the total of the tape
that counts." I think that is the phrase.

The Hon. J. Dolan: I think It is.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: "It is the

total of the tape that coitnts." By Jove,
this Government believes that it is the
total of the "take" that counts.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:, I think that
firm took It from the Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKfINON:- The Gov-
ernment would rail at that firm and have
consumer representative councils inquiring
into its activities-such as the one into
private industry organised by Mrs. Cole-
man, as reported in the Sunday independ-
ent. I wonder whether Mrs. Coleman will
run an article about the increase in sewer-
age rates from $40 to $106 which is an
increase of over 100 Per cent.

Of course Bunbury people are angry and
500 attended a meeting in Bunbury last
night. Bunbury is an ordinary, solid, work
ing, liberal town.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Mr. MacKinnon
has been on "Red hand" too long!

The Hon. J. Dolan: Mr. MacKinnon uses
peculiar adjectives.

The H-on. 0. C. MacKINNON: Bunbury
is not a town of great wealth. It is a
town where sensible people work and are
rewarded for their labour. The people
believe in good, honest, old-fashioned.
capitalistic principles of honesty, forth-
rightness, hard work, and reward for
labour. They do not believe in socialistic
grabbing of every cent. Sewerage rates
are to increase by an extortionate amount.
The people would expect the Government
to reduce the rates immediately and give
them a go.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What they
expect and what they get are two different
things.

The Moni. 0. C. MacKINNON: As Mr.
Griffith said, what they expect and what
they get will be two different things.

The Hon. W. P. Willesee: Those grey
hairs of yours really worry me.

The Ron. G. C. MacKTNNON: I have got
them by worrying about my duties as a
member of Parliament.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: You would
worry if you went back as Minister for
Health and had to be domiciled in Trades
Hall.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Come hell
or high water I would move out, because
I believe this action Is totally, absolutely,
and completely wrong.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: It is unethical.
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is

totally wrong for any Government depart-
ment to be asked to go into a building
which belongs to a Politically oriented or-
ganisation, to an affiliated body, or to any
body in which a Political party could be
said to have a vested interest. I would be
just as opposed to it if our Government
had put departmental officers into Liberal
House. because I believe the principle is
quite wrong.

This is what worries me about what is
happening between Federal and State Gov-
ernments with the subversion of the Con-
stitution by the Federal Government, This
is what worries me because the present
Government is, in fact. going to be allowed
to run its term.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: A public dis-
grace,

The Hon. G. C. MacKflNNON: It is a
shocking thing. I am sure the announce-
ment would have made a difference to the
decision of this House had we been sure
about it beforehand. This was not a good
decision but an extremely bad decision on
the part of the Government. Governments
must be like Caesar's wife-

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Above sus-
picion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, they
must be above suspicion and, further, they
must be seen to be above suspicion. I can
forgive anyone who has an ardent belief
in a principle or philosophy. I cannot
really forgive a defence and acceptance of
the sort of thing reported in this news-
paper.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Give me another
look.

The Hon. 0. C. MaeKINNqON: The
headline is. "Trades Hall office deal is
gilt edged."

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Govern-
ment laughs it off.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: How is "guilt"
spelt?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Tell him, Mr.
MacKin non.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: G-I-L-T.
The Hon. W. F. Willesee: There are

some clever boys around here!
The Hon. G. C. MaCKINNON: Had this

announcement been made one week, two
weeks, or three weeks before the Balcatta
by-election we would niot have been mak-
ing these speeches or having this debate
tonight.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: I sin quite sure
of that.



[Wednesday. 15 August, 1973] 88

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I ask
members of the Government to mark my
words. We would not have been having
this debate tonight had the Balcatta elec-
tors known about this.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: it was debated
In the Assembly months ago.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKIN2NON: Certainly,
but I happen to know some reporters had
an idea of it and tried to obtain some
information. However, every door was
closed to them because everybody knew it
was not good for the Labor Party.

The Hon. L. 13. Elliott: it was reported
in the papers.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It was
kept Under wraps.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: What is the
date of the announcement?

The Hon. 0, C. MacKINNON: It is to-
day's The West Australian-the 15th
August.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: The whole thing
was fully known.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I know
Miss Elliott is an honest person.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How do you know?
The Ron. G. C. MacKINNON:, I fre-

quently sit here looking at Miss Elliott.
The Hon. W. F. Willesee: That is what

you do most of the time.
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Can Mr.

Willesee blame me?
The Hon. W. F. Willesee: No. I wish I

-were sitting on that side.
The Hon. G. C. IvacKflTNON: I am

quite sure it is pure loyalty which makes
Miss Elliott interject and try to indicate
that she thinks this is a favourable thing
the Labor Party has done. It is not, and
she knows it is not.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: You are trying
to say it has only just been made public.
It was discussed months ago in the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I know
It was. I was the one who told the Legis-
lative Assembly about it and told them to
discuss it.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: Why did you just
say-

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNqON: Because
we have only now got the facts and know
how bad it was. We were pretty cross
about it then but we did not know it was
a gilt-edged deal like this. There Is no
risk to Trades Hall Inc.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We had the
file on the Table of this Chamber but it
did not contain that information.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: We could
not find out who made the decision. Ap-
parently it was Mr. Tonkin's decision and
not a Cabinet decision, and Mr. Tonkin
said, "I think that is a good idea."

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: There was an
exchange of letters between Trades Hall
and the Premier.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: As far as
I can see, it was not a Cabinet decision; yet
there is a risk to public money.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: There are three
Ministers of the Cabinet on the other side.
Ask them.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: They are
honourable gentlemen. They would not
disclose that.

The Hon. J. Dolan: And you would not
if you were in Cabinet.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I would
not have been a party to that, if it were
the last thing.

The Hon. J1. Dolan: I am not talking
about that. I am talking about a Cabinet
decision.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINlqON: Of course
I would not.

The Hon. J. Dolan: So why ask us?
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: When you make

speeches here you sometimes say, "'The
Cabinet has decided this", in the same
way as we did.

The Hon. J. Dolan: of course we do.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON:, I go back
to where I started. I think this has been
a very significant debate. I would certainly
have thought longer and harder about this
decision in the first place had I dreamt
that so many things would come to light
in the debate and the excellent speeches
that have been made, with the exceptions
I mentioned. I believe the people of West-
emn Australia may have been alerted.

It is no good talking about the Eastern
States; they are a nice, compact, cosy
little bunch. When we think of these prob-
lems we must always bear in mind that
when we switched on the radio at 8 o'clock
on the last election day, the first thing
we heard was that Mr. Whitlam had won
-before a single vote was counted in
Western Australia. We Just do not rate-,
we do not matter. We are an isolated
group on the other side of the desert that
just does not count any more.

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: Like this Cham-
ber. The numbers count and there are
enough seats in the other States.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Yet when
members on the Government side make
speeches, we sit in here and give them con-
sideration, whether or not we are in the
majority.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Straight down
the line.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We know
what Miss Elliott thinks and we know what
others think, We do not say, as was said
about the health programme, "We do not
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care what you think; that is the way it is
going to be." I will not say anything about
that because I intend to debate it at an-
other sitting.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: What would be
Miss Elliott's attitude if the Legislative
Council had a Predominance of Labor
members?

The Hon. L. D. Elliott: It would not exist.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Neither
would the other Chamber. If it did It would
exist in a totally different form, as a coun-
cii administering the metropolitan area of
Perth. That has been clearly and concisely
stated, without equivocation, and at least
1 admire the Prime Minister for that-no
circumlocution and no nonsense. He says,
"I am a socialist; I am a unitarian. State
Governments will go; it is the duty of my
Labor members to see that they go." That
fs plainly and simply stated in his speech.
He told us how the sections of the Con-
stitution can be used to accomplish it. He
has it all there, and I admire him for his
honesty. As a matter of fact, he is so
honest about it that I bet he would not
have touched that Trades Hall deal. No
man who can be as honest as that in his
statements regarding his ultimate purpose
could have touched a deal like that.

I could mention many other items--
State, not Federal. It is with reluctance that
I find I will be agreeing to this Government
being allowed to continue for its normal
time, and I sincerely hope that normal
time will be nearer to February than to
May because I believe this Government
has no right to govern for more than the
briefest time beyond its statutory period.
Indeed, I believe the combination of the
State and Federal Governments--It is not
all the fault of the State Government-
has made it almost vital that the State
Government be in power for the shortest
possible time.

THE HON. W. F. WISLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan) [12.36 a.m.l: In view
of the statements he has made, I begin
by asking The Hon. Graham MacKinnon
how he voted in the matter of equality for
aboriginal people in 1967.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I voted for
it, I think.

The Hon. W. P. WILLESEE: And 95 per
cent of the people did; yet when we are
charged with the responsibility of giving
those People equality why does the hon-
ourable member seek to deprive them of it?

The Hon. W. R, Withers: Because YOU
have not done it.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: He Is asking
me.

The Hon. W. P. WILLLESEE: He would
be incompetent for a start. Hie does not
know his subject. The honourable member
can take it up from there.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: order!I
Would the honourable member please
address the Chair.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: We have
established that Mr. MacKinnon voted for
equality. Yet when we endeavour to give
Aborigines equality, mention is made of
many things that happened as a result of
endeavouring to give them equality.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Without
giving them the necessary education or
help.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: More as-
sistance has been given to those people in
the last five years than in the previous 50
years. We cannot blame our forefathers
for their wrongs, but we must get going
and establish through a crash programme
in a short time the benefits those people
need. I am proud to say I have a son
who is a lawyer and who has an Aboriginal
working in his reception room.

The Hon. 0, C. Macsinnlon: Very good.
The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Why does

Mr. MacKinnon not do a bit of it?
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I am not a

lawyer. I do not employ anybody.
The lIon, W. F. WILLESEE: The hon-

ourable member is a man of capacity and
ingenuity. He could do plenty of this sort
of thing, rather than criticise. That is the
trend. Although Mr. MacKinnon voted for
equality, he has not the guts to support it.

Point of Order
The Hon. 0.0. MacKINNON: I rise ona

point of order. I must object to that. I
was reporting on a situation I found and
on the reaction of people in the town in
which it arose, I was reporting it and
warning about this sort of thing. I think
I have amply demonstrated my internal
fortitude over the years, and I ask that the
term be withdrawn.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I meant it
in general terms, on the basis of our vote
in 1967, To be consistent, when 95 per
cent of the Population say Aborigines must
have equality, they should get it. Every-
one who tries to give it to them has to
put up with problems.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have not
given them equality.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Anid the
honourable member has given them noth-
Ing except criticism.

Withdrawal of Remark

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I ask that
that remark be withdrawn or proven to be
correct.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: My obser-
vation of the honourable member led me to
the remarks I[ made. If he wants aL with-
drawal I will give It to him, but let me see
him do something in the future.
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The Hon.
the report
which your
part?

W. R. Withers: Did you read
on the home-maker service
department has accepted In

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: All Mr.
Withers did was criticise it.

The Hion. W. R. Withers: I did not.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Mr.
Withers did nothing but criticise.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I did not.
I gave constructive criticism.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Will the honourable member address the
Chair?

Debate Resumed
The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: This is a

serious Bill to the Government-It is the
basis of the life of the Government. It is
within the province of the Opposition to
destroy the Government or otherwise.
However, I believe vise counsel will prevail.
If there is to be an issue in the future, it
should be determined by all of the people
of the State. Therefore, I believe the Gov-
ernment should finish its term before a
full-scale election. I hope that this Bill
will be passed but I cannot let these serious
imputations; about our coloured people go
without comment. We have to squarely
face up to what we did when, in the grand-
eur of 1967, we said we would give Abor-
igines equality.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan-Leader of the House) (12.42
am.]: This Supply Bill has run its usual
course. Like Mr. Logan, I see no differ-
ence between this measure and previous
Supply Bills. Because of publicity in the
Press and the debate in another place,
other issues have Intruded into our dis-
cussion.

Last Thursday I introduced the Bill into
the House and then delivered my second
reading speech. As was customary, the
Leader of the Opposition took the adjourn-
ment of the debate. On Tuesday he fol-
lowed the example of former Leaders of
the Opposition and made his second read-
Ing speech. Since then, of course, nearly
every member of the House has exercised
his right to express his view on all types of
matters.

This is the first debate on a Supply Bill
to my memory where most of the issues
raised have related to Federal matters.
This is most unusual In a State Supply Bill.
Members have always had the opportunity
to talk about any matters of interest to
them during the appropriation legislation,
the Budget, the Address-in-Reply, and the
Supply Bill. The range of discussion is
almost unlimited, and I do not have the
slightest objection to that. It is a tradi-
tion of the House that members can talk
about their selected topics during these
debates.

I sometimes feel we should learn from
the past. It is interesting to read that on
the 22nd January, 1892, Probably the first
Supply Bill was introduced by the Colon-
lal Secretary of the day, The Hon. George
Shenton. after whom the lake and suburb
are named. The report of the passage of
the Supply Bill covers exactly 12 lines. It
reads as follows-

This bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and read a first time.

The Standing Orders were susa-
pended.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
now move the second reading of this
bill, the object of which is to Provide
the Government with funds to carry
on with until the Estimates are passed.

Question-put and passed.
The bill was then taken through the

remaining stages and passed.
That was the passage of the Supply Bill
in 1892. We have a lot to learn today. In
12 lines the State was enabled to continue
its services.

The Hon. J. Heitman: What was the
amount?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It was £80,000.
That would be a very useful sum even
today.

The Hon. J. Heitman: $180,000.
The Hon. J. DOLAN: I would say it

would probably be equal to about $1,000,000
today.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Very handy!
The Hon. J1. DOLAN: It would be a very

useful sum and we could buy a lot with it.
I am inclined to follow the example of

the last reply to a Supply Bill given by the
present Leader of the Opposition. He may
perhaps make another reply in the future,
but I am referring to his speech on the
13th August, 1970. It covered about one
column of Hansard. The then Leader of
the House referred to the fact that most
of the matters raised by members were
not within his jurisdiction. He said he
would refer specific queries to other Min-
isters so that the members would receive
answers. I would like to inform members
that I will do the same thing. I will have
the speeches examined, and any queries
will be answered.

I1 will take advantage of the opportunity
to answer a few direct Queries. The first
one I would like to refer to was a question
asked by Mr. Medcalf about the Federal
submerged lands legislation. He asked what
the State Government had done to keep
us in tune with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment's intended actions. I made in-
quiries of the Minister for Mines as he
represents the Government in negotiations
of this kind.

I am making this explanation to the
House so the honourable member will be
aware that the Government has not been
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lax in its duties. The Minister for Mines which he may not approve so that they
told me of the close co-operation between
the Federal and State Governments at
ministerial level. He visits Canberra every
fortnight at Mr. Connor's invitation to
discuss gas, petroleum, and other matters.
A joint State-Commonwealth study has
been undertaken in respect of the gas
pipeline. The Government has agreed that
Bechtel-the successful tenderers for the
feasibility studies--should be located in
Western Australia in the office of the Fuel
and Power Commission. This organisation
was set up by the present Government
about a year ago, I believe with the com-
plete support of the opposition because its
value was recognised. The setting up of
this commission has been applauded by
private enterprise. The legislation setting
up the body was entitled, "The Fuel,
Energy and Power Resources Act".

The Federal Government is constantly
sending officers to Western Australia in
connection with the feasibility operation
which was commenced approximately a
fortnight ago and will be completed by
the end of November. Because of the visits
of the Minister for Mines and his officers
to Canberra and the visits of the Federal
officers to discuss matters here, almost im-
mediately there were changes in the routes
which probably had been decided upon or
anticipated when the study was com-
menced.

These changes are to embrace the east-
ern goldfields, where the natural gas will
be used in the nickel refineries, and from
there the route will come to the metro-
politan area, where the gas will be used
in various industries being established in
this region. Then the route will be to the
south-west, where the gas will be used in
other industries.

The Federal Minister (Mr. Connor) did
not know much about the needs of West-
ern Australia in terms of energy and power
when he took office, but he does know
now as a result of the efforts of the Min-
ister for Mines and his officers: with the
result, of course, that Western Australia
is receiving priority in many ways. The
Federal Minister realises now that this
State needs power and has lacked it In
the past. Tt appears that power will now
be forthcoming from the natural resources
off our coast at Barrow Island, and at
Dongara and so on. So In that respect I
would think we have not fallen down on
our job; we have a very energetic Minister
who has established excellent liaison with
the Commonwealth, and in those circum-
stances we feel we are going places.

Only yesterday Mr. May received an
invitation from Mr. Connor to go east to
examine the petroleum and minerals
authority legislation which will go before
the Federal Parliament next session. Our
Minister has been asked to look at the
legislation to see if it contains aspects of

may be discussed. As a result of the co-
operation between the two Governments
we will come up with something worth
while. I felt that information was worth
passing on because it discloses that the
Minister is doing what we consider to be
an excellent job. I can assure the honour-
able member that the relationship between
the two Governments is excellent.

I was not very happy about the criticism
which was levelled at a couple of our excel-
lent State officers. For example, I refer to
the criticism of the General Manager of
the S.E.C. (Mr. Gillies). Because a mem-
ber was not able to get that gentleman on
the telephone he waxed a little sarcastic
and asked, "What does he do?" He Is one
of the highest Paid of our State officers
and is a man of outstanding ability. We
recognise that and, of course, so did the
previous Government because it appointed
him.

The same applies to the General Man-
ager of the State Housing Commission,
who is another excellent public servant.
I feel the fact that things may go wrong
from time to time is not sufficient justi-
fication for a member to wax sarcastically
about what that gentleman does or does
not do. I think Mr. MacKenzie is an excel-
lent officer; I have thought that ever since
he was a boy and I taught him--so
naturally members can expect me to
support him.

A query was raised about the fact that
gas is leaking from the natural gas pipe-
line. Explanations have been made re-
garding why the cost has been variously
estimated at somewhere in the vicinity of
$1,000,000. A member asked, "Why cannot
we get the information about the real
cost?" Anybody who has seen the Hansard
report of another place for Tuesday, the
14th August, will know that a question was
asked of the Minister for Electricity in
this respect. The question was--

(1) Are there any alternative com-
petitive sources from which the
S.E.C. can obtain supplies of
natural gas?

(2) If not, will he list the reasons why
the public should not be told the
price paid by the S.E.C. for this
fuel, in view of the previous
attitude of the Government, when
in Opposition, in the matter of the
cost of fuel oil?

The answer is quite interesting, and is as
follows-

(1) Not at the moment but clearly this
could change.

(2) The Gas Sales Contract negotiated
by the previous Government
between the S.E.C. and the par-
ticipants in W.A.P.E.T. contains a
confidentiality clause which re-
quires that strict confidential
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treatment be maintained on the
whole of the agreement. Distribu-
tion Is restricted to responsible
Government agencies required by
law to have this information,
The participants of W.A.P.E.T.
have been approached to release
the S.E.C. from this clause of the
agreement but have requested that
there be no abrogation of the con-
ditions of the agreement.

This Government honours contracts or
agreements Made by the previous Govern-
ment, just as I know another Government
would honour any agreement this Govern-
ment made. That has always been the
case. As a Minister, I honour any promises
made by a previous minister, and I know
that whoever follows me will honour any
promises I make in my official capacity.

When the Leader of the Opposition
spoke yesterday afternoon he said the
Government was elected on the 20th Feb-
ruary, 1971, and that it should give an
assurance to Parliament and the people
that when its three-year term Is up, or
very soon thereafter, it will go to an elec-
tion. Of course, the Constitution tells us
when elections must be held. Prior to his
speech yesterday, the Leader of the Op-
Position asked a question without notice
relating to the earliest date and the latest
date on which an election could be held.
I1 think I told him the earliest date was
the 2nd March, and the latest date was
the 4th May. In his speech the honourable
member said-

I am not expecting the Government to
nominate an election date: of course,
to do so would be to project too far
into 1974, but I am advising the Leader
of the House very strongly that be-
tween now and the time when a de-
cision is made on the second reading
of this Bill he should confer-

Thbat is, of course, between yesterday and
my reply now. To continue quoting-

-with the Premier and his ministerial
colleagues, and come back to this
Chamber with a categorical assurance
to Parliament-

I cannot say that the assurance I will give
will be categorical, but It will be in the
terms that I discussed with the Premier
and my colleagues. The Leader of the Op-
position continued-

-and to the people that the Govern-
menit will hold an election within the
three-year period for which it was
elected, or as soon thereafter as is
reasonably possible.

Since I have been a member of this place,
and since I have been a Minister, I do not
think I have ever said I would do some-
thing or obtain information and then
tailed to do so. If I have on any occasion
I apologise, and if it is not too late I will
rectify my omission. The reply I am

about to give the Leader of the opposition
has not been released to the Press. It was
given to me and it has Dot left my posses-
sion. The reply is very different from what
we heard-and to which I objected-from a
member last night. At least, I think it
was last night. I may be completely wrong,
and If so I will apologise.

The Hon. Clive Grifflths: It was not
last night, but today.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Well, today then.
The member concerned is not here now.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Let us get one
thing straight. You said the member is
not here. Neither is Mr. Claughton. I
believe they are representing Government
and Opposition at a function.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I have always
understood that, and I have no criticism
to offer, at any time, against any member
who is absent from the House. In saying
that I can also say I have been a member
of this House for about 11 years, and I have
sat In my place, whether in Opposition or
on the Government benches, on every sit-
ting day.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We are not
questioning that.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is why I do
not question the activities of any other
member. I am very happy to think that I
have been blessed with good health which
enables me to carry out my duties.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Let us get on
with the debate.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I will, in my own
good time. After my interview with the
Premier and my colleagues, the following
is what we agreed upon-

The Government reserves the right
to determine the exact date of the
election and cannot reasonably be ex-
pected at this early time to be specific.
However the Government has no in-
tention whatever of delaying the elec-
tion to the limit of the time available
to It and will have due regard to the
convenience of all members.

There are many considerations that should
be recognised, and that is what will be
done.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Could I have
a copy of what the leader of the House
has just quoted?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Yes. I will make a
copy available to the Leader of the Oppos-
ition. I have given an assurance already
that any matters raised by members during
this debate which require answers will
be referred to the respective Ministers,
and in due course I will have replies for-
warded to the members concerned.

I will refer, of course, to the comment
that was made about the Walgoorle High
School. I suppose I would have more
knowledge of that school than any other
member in this House because I saw It
when it was put together,
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The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: In 1915?
The Ron. J. DOLAN: That Is right. I

was a kid attending an adjoining school
and I played in the first football game
against the Eastern Goldields High School.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: The Bur-
banks Hall Is still used as a classroom. Did
you see it being brought in by camel train?

The Hon, J. DOLAN: In 1915?
The Hon. 0. C. MacFinnon: No, that

was in 1907,
The Hon. J. DOL.AN: The school was

not built In 1907.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It was a

hospital in 1907 and it was worn out then.
The Hon. J. DOLAN: I know it was. I

told the honourable member that I was
there when the Eastern Goldfields High
School was started.

The Hon, 0, C. MacKinnon: Gee, you
are old!

The Hon, J. DJOLAN., Of course I am
old, and I am not denying it. My age has
been published in the newspapers often
enough. I am only speaking chronologic-
ally and not about my mental or physical
age. The little room referred to by Mr.
Wordsworth and the small passages and
other structures that are likely to fall down
are still there and no-one can tell me that
they were not there when the previous
Government was In office.

The Hon. 0. C. Macsinnon: There was
no nickel mining then.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: What did the
honourable member's Government do about
It?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Nothing
much.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: A new high school
Is being built there now.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon, Very
slowly,

The H-on. J. DOLAN: Yes, but it is being
built and as the first three stages are
completed some students will occupy the
classrooms. Each stage is costing $1,000,000
and the fourth stage will cost even more.
That is what this Government Is doing.
and I think members should know about
it.

Yesterday I received a telegram com-
plaining that there was a danger of some-
thing falling down in the school and in-
juring the students. Today I received a
letter criticising the state of the school. I
might be considered to be a Poor old Min-
ister, but as a result of those communica-
tionis and the realisation of the danger to
the children at that school. I immediately
contacted the department. The result is
that the senior departmental building offi-
cer and the Assistant Principal Architect
of the P.W.D. are travelling to Kalgoorlie
by plane on Friday, if possible, to make
an examination of the school prior to the
necessary work being carried out.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You could
not afford that amount of money.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Could we not?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No. In any
case I think the Teachers' Union should
have banned the teachers from entering
that school and the parents should have
banned the children from attending it. I
am surprised that Mr. Leeson has not
made reference to it.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: He does not have
to; he has confidence in the fact that his
Minister will do the right thing. This de-
bate has covered a wide range of subjects.
if I were to have a little fun myself by
referring to all the various subjects that
have been raised I could still be speaking
at 6.00 a.m., but I have no intention of
speak ing for any longer than a couple more
minutes because, so far as I am concerned,
this is just another Supply Bill. For over
80 years Supply Bills have been coming
forward to this Chamber and they have
all been passed. Very often the debate on
them has been very spirited, but that is
only according to the privileges and rights
of the members of this House.

This Supply Bill is no exception. It is
a normal Supply Bill requesting the Coun-
cil to grant supply to the Government and
over the last 80 years the right answer has
always been obtained. I think I have said
enough and with those remarks I commend
the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(The Hon. F. D. Willmott) in the Chair;
The Hon. J. Dolan (Leader of the House)
in charge of the Bill.

Enactment-
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Can the

Minister tell me what the recital in this
Bill means? The recital reads as follows--

Be it enacted by the Queen's Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly
of Western Australia, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:-

What does the recital mean?
The Non. J. DOLAN: I cannot ever re-

call having that question thrown at me.
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You may get

many more things thrown at you.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I must seek your
guidance. Mr. Deputy Chairman, on what
the recital means. I presume that what
happens will be the same as what has
happened with every Supply Bill that has
been brought before this Chamber.

2690



[Wednesday. 15 August, 1973] 2691

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon.
F. D. Willmott): I am advised that it is
known as the enactment, and what has
been quoted to the Committee are the
formal words in the enactment.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I thank you, Mr.
Deputy Chairman. Did the Leader of the
Opposition hear what the Deputy Chair-
man said?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Yes, I heard.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFITH: It is inter-

esting to learn that the Minister has not
studied the formal enactment of the Hill. I
have, and I know what it means; but I
wanted to know whether the Minister
knew what it meant. It means that the
Bill before us may be Passed through Par-
liament with the consent of the Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly and
it thereby espouses the constitutional
right of this Chamber-despite the Prem-
ier's continued assertion that the Cham-
ber has not the constitutional right-to
deal with this Bill.

Clause 1: Short title-
The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: This morn-

ing I read The West Australian and came
across a report which I wish to quote. This
relates to a statement made by the Sec-
retary of the Trades and Labor Council
(Mr. J. Coleman). The report is as
follows-

The secretary of the W.A. Trades
and Labor Council, Mr. J. Coleman.
said last night that it was apparent
that the Liberal and C.P. members
of the Legislative Council had cor-
rectly assessed public opinion and
morals of Parliamentary decency.

They had Ignored the frantic and
desperate call of Sir Charles Court to
defeat the Government on the Supply
Bill.

"I believe that no leader of a
significant Political Party has ever
suffered such a rebuff from his own
party colleagues in the history of Aus-
tralian politics." he said.

"Sir Charles has received what he
deserves for his Irresponsible and Im-
mature stand on this issue."

I regret that Mr. Coleman is not at the
present time sitting in the gallery, as he
was last night, because I wish to tell him
that the statement which he made is the
most contemptuous that any person can
make. It is a completely and utterly
contemptuous statement.

Here is a man who is removed from the
parliamentary scene with no affiliation to
the Parliamentary Labor Party through
his position in the Trades and Labor
Council, yet in respect of a debate in Par-
liament he has the effrontery to make a
statement like that. Of course. I can
understand the reason for his so doing. it
is born out of sheer and unadulterated
ignorance-his ignorance of the difference

between Liberal policies and Liberal
members of Parliament, and Labor policies
and Labor members of Parliament. It.
could not be anything else. No statement
could be so rude If it were not made
through plain ignorance.

Western Australia is very fortunate in
having a person like Sir Charles Court in
Parliament. He is a man with a distin-
guished military record. His services to
the State have been recognised by Her
Majesty the Queen; and his ability, his
drive, and his enthusiasm have been
heralded by all members of Parliament in
this State.

The Hon. R. Thompson: There Is no
question about that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: There Is not,
but from time to time he has his critics.
When the Leader of the House has an op-
portunity to speak to Mr. Coleman he
should suggest that he was, to say the
least, very rude in making a statement
like that. I think his rudeness was born
out of ignorance, because obviously he does
not understand the difference between a
Liberal member of Parliament and a Labor
member of Parliament.

Mr. Coleman does not understand that.
Although I have a great personal respect
for my leader, and for his ability -and
integrity, I am an individual who is free
to hold an opinion of my own and, to
say to Sir Charles that from my own con-
viction I differ from his views. On this
occasion I am free to express my opinion
on what should happen to the Supply Hill.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: And that Is not
a rebuff.

The Hon. A. F. GRIF'FITH: It is not a
rebuff, and I thank the honourable mem-
ber for that remark. In reply to the asser-
tion of Mr. Coleman that he believes that
no leader of a significant political party
has ever suffered such a rebuff from his
own party colleagues in the history of
Australian politics, I say to him that no
rebuff was intended, no rebuff exists, and
no split in my party has occurred.

This Government ought to thank its
lucky stars that there are men in Parlia-
ment who are free to express what they
feel about various circumstances; and that
we are not a regimented organisation the
members of which say exactly what they
are told to say, and if they did not and
dared to step over the line they would be
called before Trades Hall and told off
smartly. I have seen that occurring to
members of this Chamber.

In view of those circumstances I could
be excused for raising my voice against
this sort of happening, because to say the
least it is disgusting. I think the Ministers
on the front bench will agree that this
sort of thing is very unbecoming of people.

I repeat that it is obvious the difference
between a Liberal or Country Party mem-
ber, and a Labor Party member is not
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understood bv some. On the one hand we To make sure I knew what had been
have this strict regimental control, and the
members of the party concerned have to
sign a pledge and do as they are told,
otherwise they are out. Thank goodness
I do not belong to an organisation like
that.

I belong to an organisation which per-
mits us to act in the way our conscience
dictates and guides us. Accordingly the
comments which I made in my contribu-
tion to the debate have followed that line.

It is true that 11 have asked the Gov-
ernment for an assurance in respect of the
election date. As I said in my second read-
ing speech it is ironical, to say the least.
to find the Premier of the State-who over
the years has not hesitated to castigate
the members of this Chamber, who as the
Leader of the Opposition moved in every
way Possible to destroy the Government
of the day, and who on one occasion told
us that he did not trust us as a Government
-all of a sudden saying on television, "My
Government should be permitted to finish
its three-year term. My Supply Bill should
not be defeated, because the members of
the Legislative Council are too responsible
to do that."

The H-on. F. R. White: At least he
appreciates the work of this Chamber now.

The Hon. A. F. GRIMFTH: I doubt
that. I think the work of this Chamber
would be appreciated today and forgotten
tomorrow. What has happened on this
occasion will probably occur again on
another occasion, if it suits the Purpose
of some people.

Mr. Williams was apparently a bit upset
yesterday afternoon, and I could have con-
tributed to that. In one hand I have a
copy of the written undertaking the Minis-
ter gave me and I think it is in the
Premier's handwriting.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Although it is not
signed, I think it is his handwriting.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I have in
my other band another document which
is the basis of a 61X news itemn. The radio
station phoned me this morning and said-

Mr. Tonkin has made a statement in
respect of the assurance for which you
have asked him in respect of the elec-
tion time. Is there any comment you
would like to make upon it?

I said, "No." I had not heard it or seen It.
I had expected an answer to my query to
be given to me by the Leader of the House
because I had asked him to confer with
the Premier and his ministerial colleagues.
I suggested that in view of the fact that
we had played this straight down the line
it was not unreasonable to obtain some
assurance from him on the matter of an
election, because it is strongly rumoured
that the Government intends to go as far
as it can into 1974 before holding an elec-
tion.

said, I obtained from the Premier's Press
secretary a copy of the statement given
to BIX Presumably the station bad asked
Mr. Tonkin what he would do in respect
of the request I bad made. The statement
read to me, not by Mr. Tonkin, but by his
Press secretary, is-

My whole attitude towards this mat-
ter is based on the constitutional im-
propriety of opposition action.

It is a tenet of British parliament-
an' tradition that no Bill of Supply or
aid should be shackled by conditions.

It should be very clearly understood
by the public that the Legislative
Council is empowered to obstruct sup-
ply only when the Government is pal-
pably corrupt or Inept.

It may not obstruct Supply on a
purely political move such as the
present one.

It is not justified in taking a politi-
cal action to terminate the life of the
House of Assembly by leaving the
Council itself untouched and Sir
Charles Court knows this.

I regard his attempt to force con-
ditions in this instance as an arrogant
affront to Parliament. I am not alone
is this opinion as is indicated by the
very wide cross section of the com-
munity which has expressed complete
and often very angry disagreement
with Sir Charles' action.

I have had calls direct to my desk
from strong Liberal supporters assur-
ing me of their backing in the event
of any early election arising from the
present situation.

I will be perfectly happy and con-
fident to go to the polls at the time
constitutionally dictated for an elec-
tion.

I will not bargain nor give in on
any other arrangement.

That statement was issued by the Premier's
Press secretary at 11.00 am. yesterday,
hours before this House Sat at 4.30 P.M.:
and the Premier talks about an affront to
Parliament!

In the circumstances would It not have
been more polite of the Premier to have
held his hand until Parliament sat and the
Minister gave me a reply?

Let us consider how the two statements
compare. One Is for public exhibition, and
one is for Parliament's consumption. The
one in my left hand Is the one for Parlia-
ment's consumption and, to say the least,
It is a very well-prepared reply indeed. It
reads as follows-

The Government reserves the right
to determine the exact date of the
election and cannot reasonably be ex-
pected at this early time to be specific.

I did not ask for an exact date.



[Wednesday, 15 August. 19731 29

The Hon, J. Dolan., I know you didn't.

mhe Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The first
three lines of this so-called undertaking
can be disregarded because they do not
mean a thing. I did not ask for anything
like that and I did not anticipate that 1
would get it. The reply continues--

However the Government has no in -
tention whatever of delaying the elec-
tion to the limit of the time available
to it and will have due regard to the
convenience of all members.

That leaves the situation as open as the
day, but tells us nothing. It gives no under-
taking in respect of an election. The
Premier states merely that he will have due
regard to the convenience of all members.
What the Government will do of course Is
to have due regard to the convenience of
the Government; and the Liberal Party and
Country Party members of this Chamber
who have played this straight down the line
and acted in a decent, honest, and upright
manner by judging the situation as they
have done, expected to receive a little more
consideration than this.

When the Premier's reply is examined it
will be found It does not mean much, and
there is very little I can do about It in the
circumstances except to say that I do not
think the Government Is dinkum, to use the
expression I used yesterday; and this is a
lamentable state of affairs. The Govern-
ment should have said, "All right, we know
that the constitutional date is the 4th May.
We know that Easter Sunday falls on the
14th April and that we cannot hold an
election for seven days before or seven days
after Easter. Consequently this narrows us
down to the 27th April or the 4th May or,
between the 7th Apr11 and some date in
March." The Government would have been
more straight-forward had It been pre-
pared to indicate it would hold an election
as near as It could to the end of March.
But oh no! It plays the game the same
way all the time. It has become cocky and
arrogant because It received the answer
that the Supply Bill would go through.

However, it Is not through yet because
the Committee stage and the third reading
have not been concluded. I do not think
the Government has given us a fair go and
I hope the people of Western Australia will
realise that this Chamber has acted in a
proper manner by indicsting it will pass
the supply, while at the same time reserv-
ing the fight to criticise the Government,
and that the fair and decent thing for the
Government to do would be to make a pro-
per statement. However anyone reading
the statement made by the Premier will
have realised it is not worth the paper on
which it is written. Maybe the Leader of
the House will decide to do a little better
than this. Did the Ministers get together
and discuss this?

The Hon. R. Thompson: Yes.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: All of them?
The Hon. J, Dolan: Yes.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: What was
their understanding?

The Hon. J. Dolan: No objection was
raised. I will refer to the matter when
you conclude. I will answer you then.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will give
the Leader of the House something to
answer. What was the basis of the discus-
sion?. What is his view about the situation
in the circumstances? Does he think it
would be reasonably fair for the Govern-
ment to say, "The Government will hold
an election before Easter"? Does the Min-
ister think we are reasonable in asking
that the Government clarify the strong
rumour that the Government intends to go
as far as it can? If the Leader of the
House thinks those questions are not un-
fair I ask him to tell us his views on the
matter.

I do not want the Leader of the House
to extend himself too far. Perhaps he
might talk to the Premier again because
I am not very satisfied with this reply.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I feel a little em-
barrassed in replying to the Lender of the
Opposition. I am a Labor man and Mr.
Arthur Griffith, as Leader of the Opposi-
tion, is a Liberal. Our political philoso-
phies are different but I think we are both
traditionalists. I believe in the traditions
of Parliament and I have tried, at all
times, to act up to the best traditions both
inside and outside of this Parliament. I
would like any member of the public to
be able to say, "There is a man who really
lives his principles"

Mr. Coleman, in his utterances, does not
speak for the Labor Party.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Apparently he
speaks for the T.L.C.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: The T.L.C. has
no say with the Labor Party. I fully ap-
preciate almost every word which the
Leader of the Opposition has said.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Putting it in
Australian terms, you think it is "Pretty
lousy", do you not?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I will lay things
straight on the line, as I always have and
as I probably always will. It is not for
me to express my opinion as one member
of Cabinet. A decision was made by
Cabinet under the directorship of the
Premier. Cabinet, of course, means the
Ministers and there is not one of them
who could tell the Leader of the Opposi-
tion the date of the election.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I do not want
that; I have not asked for that.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I know. As far
as I am concerned, if Cabinet stated the
election would be as early as possible I
would go along with that. if it was said
that certain circumstances and certain
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events which were to occur at that time
might alter the date one way or the other,
I would agree with that.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I can appreci-
ate that, too.

The Hon. J. DOLAN*: That is the posi-
tion in which I am placed. As only one
member of the Cabinet I am not in a posi-
tion to say that if I had my way the elec-
tion would be on the 5th. the 12th. or the
28th of February, March, or whatever
month it would be. I have never been
afraid to express my opinion about any-
thing. I will seek no unfair advantage of
any members whatsoever, and I will lay
the situation on the line Just as clearly as
did the Leader of the Opposition.

I say, straightforwardly, I am embar-
rassed and I do not think anybody has the
right to say the things which have been
said. Nobody in this House has ever heard
me say one thing about the Leader of the
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly. I
respect him as a man and I respect his
ability, but I do not respect his politics.
However, that is nothing; he probably does
not respect mine or he does not go along
with mine. The same applies to any member
here so far as I am concerned. Prom
every angle, as a man or as a member of
Parliament, each person is as good as his
colleague. My followers support me and
support Parliament and everything associ-
ated with it.

I do not know that I can say much more
because I feel embarrassed having to talk
about matters such as this which are not
Part and parcel of my make-up.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Could I
make it clear that the integrity of the
Minister and his colleagues on the front
bench is not in question. So far as I am
concerned the Integrity of the Premier is
not in question and nor is that of any of
his Ministers. I have a high personal re-
gard for the Premier and I repeat: His
integrity, so far as I am concerned, is not
in question.

This is purely and simply a matter of
not receiving, as a result of what I regard
in the circumstances as a reasonable re-
quest, a reasonable assurance in return.
That is the situation. I Press the Leader
of the House to the point that I do not
want to embarrass him, He has stated
that he attended a Cabinet meeting- and
discussed the matter with his Cabinet
colleagues. They must have determined
to tell this Chamber something, and that
was written out as the proposition.

I put it to him once again: Would he
be happy to receive this reply if I gave it
to him in answer to a similar request?

The Hon. J. Dolan: I have not been
happy with a lot of replies you have given
me in the Past.

The Hon. A. R GRIFFTrH: I have never
been asked to give an assurance like this.
As a matter of fact, the Government which

I led in this Chamber never got to the
point of reducing its majority to the small
margin involved in the Balcatta by-elec-
tion. The question of supply did not come
under question In this Chamber, but my
word it was kicked around in the other
place.

The H-on. J. Dolan: That is politics.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFP=r: Yes, but 3I
am not playing politics. I am saying that
In return-if one likes to use that expres-
sion-for the fact that the majority of
members in this Chamber, the Liberals
and the members of the Country Party,
have said that they will not stop supply, it
is fair to ask the Premier to remove the
strong rumour which is abroad that, In
fact, the Government will not go to an
election at the end of its term. The Gov-
ernment was elected on the 20th February
and if it stays in office until May its period
will be nearly three years and three
months. Those people who have spoken to
me about this matter, and who have sug-
gested that the Government ought to be
allowed to complete its term, have in mind
that the term is for three years from the
date of the last election.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson:* I think the
Leader of the opposition can be assured It
is a rumnour because it has never been dis-
cussed in the party room.

The Hon. A. R. GRIFFITH: I do not
know where rumours start, but this one is
the type which could be so easily destroyed
by the Government being completely fair
in its approach and saying that its time is
up three years from the 20th February,
and that it will go to an election as soon
as practicable after that date.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: I think that is a
reasonable Proposition.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Well, we
have not had a reasonable answer.

The H-on. J. DOLAN; Because of what
has been asked of me, as Leader of this
House, I will take the matter to Cabinet
at its next meeting, and lay it on the
line. If it is at all Possible I will ask
Cabinet to make a decision and let mem-
bers know. I would like to be able to come
back and say that to the best of our know-
ledge, and unless something unusual or
unreasonable happens, the election will be
on such-and-such a date.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Does the Leader
of the House know the date of the Royal
visit?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: No, we do not
know. I think it will be at the beginning
of March. The date has not as yet been
finalised but that could be one of the
specific matters in the months ahead
which would have a bearing on the exact
date.
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I had not
given consideration to that question, but
I think the answer given by the Minister
is fair.

I see my request as giving the Govern-
ment an opportunity perhaps to put a
satisfactory conclusion to the whole debate
in Parliament on the Supply Hill. I feel
the people will more fairly judge the Gov-
ernment if we receive that answer to a
question which, in my view, is not un-
reasonable to ask. If the People do not
know the answer I am sure they will say,
"This gives them an open book and they
can do as they like." I assume from what
the Minister has said that he will com-
plete the Committee stage of the Bill
tonight but hold over the third reading
until Tuesday.

The Hon. J. Dolan: I have given certain
assurances.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Once the
Hill is read a third time, that is the end
of it.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We do not know
when the Royal visit will be. The Leader
of the Opposition would not want an
election to coincide with a Royal visit.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Find out
when the visit will be.

The Hon. J. Dolan: The exact date is
not known. This is one of our diffculties.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I realise
that we could not have a State election
conflict with a Royal visit. However there
is a great deal of scope in a period of
three Years from the 20th February, 1911.

The Hon. J. Dolan: The earliest date.
constitutionally, was the one I gave yes-
terday.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am glad
the Minister mentioned that. He gave the
2nd March, 1974. as the earliest date con-
stitutionally. I say that the earliest date
is any date. I would bet my bottom dollar
that if the Government finds the sands
of time shift in its favour, it will fix the
date accordingly.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is stupid
in terms of the question asked. If the
Government completes its term of office,
this will be on the 31st December.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I did not
quote it like that.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That was the
reply to the question.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I simply
asked-

(1) What is the latest date in 1974
on which a State general election
can be held?

(2) What is the earliest date?
It was something of a Dorothy Dixer, be-
cause I knew both the answers.

The Hon. J. Dolan: And you accepted
them?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I accepted
the second one but not the first, because
the earliest date Is not the 2nd March.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is Satur-
day, the 5th January.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It could be
much earlier than that if the Government
were to prorogue Parliament. Constitution-
al dates are attached following the prorogu-
ing of Parliament. If the Government wants
to have an early election it is only neces-
sary to prorogue Parliament earlier to do
so. Although the 2nd March, 1914, Is quite
factual, the Government could go to an
election earlier if Parliament were pro-
rogued.

I ask the Leader of the House to find
out more in the process of time. I had
thought the Royal visit would be some
time in April,

The Hon. J. Dolan: I do not think so.
The H-on. A. P. GRIFFTTH: I do not

know bow I had that idea and I am not
certain of it.

The Hon. J. Dolan: I cannot tell you
the date but to the best of my knowledge
from what I have heard in Government
circles it will be about the first week In
March.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
think I will labour this any more. I repeat
my question to the Minister: I assume he
will complete the Committee stage tonight
and hold the third reading of the Bill
until Tuesday.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Yes.
The Ron. W. ft. WITHERS: I do not

make any apologies for standing at this
late hour to correct something which I
consider to be an untruth. During the
debate on the Bill I have been accused of
incompetence. I have been told that I
have done nothing but criticise in the rep-
resentation of my constituents who are of
Aboriginal descent. I have been told that
what I have said is helping to develop
racism. I have also been told in a dis-
paraging way that I have lived with Abo-
rigines for only a day.

These are untruths. I could use a
stronger term but I will refrain from doing
so because I know some members spoke
with feeling. However, they were not
accurate.

I wish to put the record straight and
say that I went to the Kimberley 10 years
ago. Within the first 12 months I estab-
lishied a small artifact industry to use
some of the Aboriginal labour for their ad-
vantage. for my advantage, and for the
community's advantage. In fact the first
person whom I helped set up in a small
artifact industry is now employed by the
department in Perth to sell artifacts. I
refer to Walter Umblegarry, who is more
commonly known as King Wally. Unfor-
tunately, our little venture lasted only a
day because when he was paid for his
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work he celebrated rather strongly and was
out of commission for some time. He
was the first person I introduced to a pri-
vate enterprise situation and he is now
employed in the city by the department.
Consequently, I am not impressed with the
accusations made against me.

I checked with Mr. Willesee this even-
ing and asked whether lhe had read my
borne-maker paper. He said that he has.
In 1968 the home-maker service was
started and I have described it before in
this Chamber. It was not an efficient sys-
tem. The idea was very good and the girls
were very good, but the System was wrong.
I endeavoured to change that sy9tem. In
1969 I wrote a paper and in 1970 it was
backed by the consultative council: it was
backed by the East Kimuberley Shire Coun-
cil; and by the Aborigines I knew person-
ally.

In 1971 when I came Into this Parlia-
ment I was told by a departmental officer
that the department was going to adopt
Some of my ideas for training Aborigines
in order to help them. That has now been
done in this Year of 1973. Once again, I
am not very Impressed with the accusa-
tions made against me.

Members of this Chamber heard my
motion for a Select Committee to investi-
gate the needs of Aboriginal people and for
the education of Aboriginal people. I was
given the choice-and I thank the Minis-
ter for this-of withdrawing my motion in
favour of a Royal Commission. I was not
in favour of a Royal Commission but I
realised I could not buck the system. I
gave my reasons when I withdrew the
motion. Once again, here was evidence
that I was endeavouring to meet the needs
of the Aboriginal People. I am not im-
pressed by what has been said.

I have offered my services and limited
technical ability In stone cutting to Abor-
iginal people since I have been in Parlia-
ment. I have offered these to a group of
Aborigines in an endeavour to establish a
stone industry. This is done In my own
personal time and at my own personal
expense. I will be doing it when they are
ready to take It up. Consequently, I am
not Impressed when people say I do noth-
ing but criticise.

I have employed Aborigines. I have fed
Aborigines In my home and at my table.
Consequently, let no-one In this Chamber
dare call me a racist.

I have friends among Aborigines, one of
whom Is a tribal man. He is the 2 I.C. of
the Mirriwun tribe. His name is Mundy
Moore. He h as scars across his
chest but he Is a gentleman. Some people
say the Aborigines call me a racist. If
that is so. It is strange that the Mirriwun
tribe should ask me-a white man-to help
move their tribal law. I would like to
know how many other white men in this
State have been asked to do that. One of
them was with me. The two of us were

asked to move the tribal law, which had to
be done at night because women-white,
aboriginal, or any other colour-were not
supposed to see it. Once again, I am not
impressed by the falsehoods put forward by
some members of the Government concern-
Ing my representation of these People.

I have criticised the discriminatory
policies of the Federal and State Govern-
ments in relation to Aboriginal housing.
Those policies will polarise the feeling of
the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
to racism. Mr. MacKinnon has made a
similar comment.

Two members of this Chamber-the
other member for the North Province and
I-have more Aboriginal constituents than
any other member of this Parliament. I
hope the two of us will endeavour to find
out a little more about the People we rep-
resent. So I am not very impressed when
people criticise me and say I have lived
with the Aborigines for only a day, as well
as the other untruths they have spoken.

I will continue to criticise any Govern-
ment Policy which affects my constituents,
regardless of their racial background. I
will continue to speak against the granting
Of supply because of the Incompetence
shown by this Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKflqNON: I would
like to take up again the matter of Mr.
Coleman's comments, irrespective of the
embarrassment it may cause the Leader
of the House.

I do niot think it can be stated often
enough that the T.L.C. is not only not
affiliated with the A.L.P. but it also has
no influence or bearing on the A.L.P.
The West Australian newspaper obviously
believes that Mr. Coleman. as the Secretary
of the T.LC., is a man of standing and im-
portance in the Labor movement. I find
that difficult to credit, because he must
also be responsible for the publication New
Deal. I take it that as the Secretary of
the T.L.C. he has a degree of responsibil-
ity.

I notice he says I hide behind my R.S.L.
badge, or that my R.S.L. badge is always
prominent. I did not know that the wear-
ing of an R.S.L. badge was disgraceful. I
am not wearing it today; I am wearing
a scout badge. This man, who can say
scurrilous things in his paper, must have
some responsibility for that paper. He
leads an Organisation which is not affili-
ated with the A.LP., for the reason, I
gather, that the A.L.P. wanted the T.L.C.
to have as many unions as possible, and
because some of the unions in the T.L.C.
were communist the T.L.C. could not be
affiliated with the A.LP

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is not the
reason at all. The reason is that the
T.L.C. is a branch of the A.C.T.U., which
is not affiliated.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: One man is the
president of both the A.C.T.U. and the
A.L.P.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No con-
nection with the A.L.P. I think two things
should be pointed out to The West Aus-
tralian. The first is that the T.L.C. is not
affliated with the A.LP. and, according
to the A.LP., has no influence on it and
no interest for it. Therefore, the T.L.C.
should not be used in the context of being
a leader of the Labor movement. Secondly
I think someone should send the scurri-
lous rag New Deal to The West Australian
in order to demonstrate the calibre of the
people involved with it.

I repeat that I do not think it is funny
to Say such things as, "You are always
prominent with your R.S.L. badge." I do
not think that is a matter of disgrace. It
was put forward as though I were a jingo-
istic nut. Make no mistake about it: The
West Australian thinks Mr. Coleman Is
associated with the A.L.P., otherwise that
newspaper would not quote him. I can-
not understand a reputable newspaper
quoting that man as an authority when he
makes such comments about Sir Charles
Court. I do not know what general ethics
are coming to.

I also want to say that, to my mind, the
answer given to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in this Chamber would have been
honest and straightforward had it said,
"We will hold the election on any date
we see fit other than the 4th May:' That
is precisely what it means. The answer
was that the election would not be held
on the last possible date. The last Possible
date Is the 4th May. Therefore, the honest
answer would have been, "We will hold
it on any date we see fit other than the
4th may." if that was the answer the
Government wanted to give, that is the
answer it should have given in order to
be honest and straightforward. I do not
think the answer given Is good enough.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION
CONVENTION

Appointment o1 Delegate: Assembly's
Message

Message from the Assembly received
and read, notifying it had agreed to the
following motion-

Whereas by resolution passed on the
15th August. 1972, the Legislative As-
sembly resolved and declared Its
readiness to participate in a Conven-
tion comprising delegates appointed
respectively by each. Parliament with-
in the Commonwealth of Australia,
constituted to review the operation of

(913

the Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Australia and to propose
such amendments to that Constitu-
tion as the Convention thinks fit, and
further resolved, inter cilia:

(1) That for the purposes of the
proposed Convention-

(a) a delegation consisting
of twelve members of
the Parliament of Wes-
tern Australia should
be appointed of whom
seven should be ap-
pointed by the Legis-
lative Assembly; and-

(b) the seven members
appointed by the Legis-
lative Assembly should
comprise four members
from the Australian
Labor Party, two mem-
bers from the Liberal
Party and one member
from the Country
Party; and-

(2) That each appointed member
of the delegation should con-
tinue as an appointed mem-
ber while a member of the
Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia or until the House of
Parliament by which he was
appointed otherwise deter-
mined;

And whereas the Hon. H. E.
Graham, one of the members so ap-
pointed by the Legislative Assembly is
no longer a member of the Parliament
of Western Australia: Now therefore
the Legislative Assembly resolves to
appoint the H-on. A. D, Taylor to be
a member of the delegation to the
proposed Convention.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan-Leader of the House)
[2.01 a.m.]-. I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 21st August.

Question put and passed.
Houwe adjourned at 2.02 am,

RiJrgistatintr A!isnn1hhj
Wednesday, the 15th August, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 2.15 pm., and read prayers.

ASHLEY & MARTIN (MIST) PTY. LTD.
Practices: Grievance

MR. A. R. TONKIN (Mlrrabooka) (2.19
purnl: I am, of course, the representative
in this Place of the people of Mirrabooka,
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